	



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 7 November 2006 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services, Community Development Manager, Waste Management Officer and Environmental Health Officer (for flood item only).

Also in attendance:  Councillors J Holgate and J Rogerson.

469

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors Eccleston and Flitcroft.

470

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 September 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman with the following amendment:

Minute No. 348

RESOLVED:  That

1.
A working group consisting of three Conservatives, two Liberal Democrats and one Independent be convened to consider the suggested names having consulted the Parish and Town Councils and that it be reported back to this Committee and should not exclude the use of people’s names if they had an exceptional historical/commercial connection to the area.

471

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

472

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

473

NEW FLOOD WARNING AREA AT CLITHEROE

The Chairman welcomed Christine Strong and Mark Lomax from the Environment Agency to give a brief presentation on the new flood warning area in Clitheroe.

Christine reported that their prime objectives were flood management systems, issuing warnings and the mapping of flood warning areas.  She informed Committee that  flooding was the most common natural disaster and that the new flood warning area in Clitheroe covered those properties and businesses affected by Mearley Brook, which had been split into low areas and other risk areas with a river level monitoring station being put in Mearley Brook in the school playing field of St Michael and St John’s School.  The new flood warning system would be launched in February 2007 where those places affected would be asked to sign up to the service to be warned by a method of their choice should there be a risk of flooding.  

Councillors asked several questions with regard to this particular area but also about other areas within the Ribble Valley that for the most part were already on schemes.  These included Ribchester and Whalley.

The Chairman thanked both Christine Strong and Mark Lomax for attending the meeting.

474

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE

The Director of Community Services introduced an extra item onto the Agenda on the Tourist Information Centre in Clitheroe which was under risk of closure according to the press last week.  The Community Development Manager informed Committee that there had been no formal consultation with Lancashire County Council although a report had gone to the relevant Cabinet meeting of the Lancashire County and this item would be discussed at the Lancashire Locals Meeting on Wednesday, 27 November 2006.

Councillors were appalled that this information had been revealed in the press without any sort of consultation having taken place and the effect this would have on our staff.  Councillor Holgate was given permission to speak on this item and urged Councillors to visit the Tourist Information Centre to see exactly the sort of work the staff in that area do and the fact that it is an essential service that must be continued.  

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee deplore the way that this proposed closure had come to light and, especially the effect this has had on staff; 

2.
The Leader of Lancashire County Council be asked to carry out an investigation into this and to reassure the Borough Council that it will not happen again;  and

3.
resist any down scaling of the Tourist Information operation and recognise the importance of tourism to the Ribble Valley economy, especially in light of the forthcoming Castle Project. 

475

CLITHEROE CASTLE LOTTERY BID

The Director of Community Services submitted a report advising Members of the details of the Scheme submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund.  He outlined several key pieces of work that had been produced to satisfy the Stage 2 requirements and informed Committee that the Keep had now been included with the plans.  He informed Committee that the Council were still actively seeking sponsorship and external funding and gave an outline of the resource implications.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
endorse the Stage 2 submission;

2.
adopt the Management Plan enclosed in the report; and

3.
agree that Service Level Agreements be reported back to Committee. 

476

PUBLIC CONVENIENCES IN WHALLEY

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s consideration of a request by Whalley Parish Council to enter into a partnership agreement with the Council to replace the existing toilets in Whalley and for the Council to take on maintenance liability for the new toilets in the future.  He informed Committee that he had attended a meeting with representatives of Whalley Parish Council during which he had been advised that a local benefactor was willing to put significant capital funding into some replacement toilets in Whalley.  However, there were conditions attached to this offer in that the new site would be selected by the Parish Council as would the outward appearance of the building.  The Parish Council would also wish to employ a local architect and give local contractors the opportunity to tender for the construction work.  The Director of Community Services insisted that on the Council’s part our conditions would include that the internal arrangements must be to the Borough’s Standard Specification if we were to take over the maintenance in the future.  Councillor Holgate was given permission to speak on this item and requested that, should any further meetings take place with the Parish Council, that Councillor Sterry might be invited to the meetings.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
agree to enter into a partnership with the Parish Council to build and thereafter maintain and operate public toilets on a mutally acceptable site in Whalley, subject to planning permission being granted; 

2.
bring forward up to £50,000 in the Capital Programme to the financial year 2007/08 in order to enable this project to proceed;  and

3.
reorder the programme of capital replacements to public conveniences so that Whalley is brought forward to 2008 followed by Chipping and then Dunsop Bridge.  

477

THREE STREAM WASTE COLLECTION SERVICE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report giving Committee a brief update on the trial scheme using wheeled bins for the introduction of a three stream waste collection/recycling service to residents of the Borough.  He outlined the various issues with regard to this introduction and some of the issues that had arisen that would need to be resolved before the three stream waste collection scheme could be rolled out to the rest of the Borough.  

Councillors expressed some degree of frustration with regard to this but acknowledged that these issues needed resolution before rolling out the service.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

478

GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on Ribblesdale Pool, Longridge Sports Centre and Sports Development.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

479

EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

That, by nature of the next item of business being exempt information under Category 1 Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

480

LONGRIDGE SPORTS CENTRE – DUAL USE AGREEMENT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report presenting the latest development relating to the operational site management of Longridge Sports Centre and the resource implications associated with the changes to service delivery of Longridge Sports Centre and implications on staffing provision.

He briefly reminded Committee of the background to this and informed them that a draft formal agreement for revised arrangements had been produced and had been awaiting school governor approval.  This proposal had now been considered by the school governors at their meeting on Monday, 6 November. The governors had decided that the hire arrangement proposed was unacceptable and that they would wish to negotiate a further Dual Use Agreement.

Councillor Rogerson was given permission to speak on this item.

Committee discussed the various options open to them with regard to the community use on this site.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
were deeply disappointed to hear that the school governors had rejected the proposal to approve arrangements for community use of sports facilities on the Longridge High School site.  This package had been negotiated over a period of more than twelve months with the head teacher and the Chair of Governors and the Councillors who had been involved in these negotiations expressed their regret at this recent development.  In the light of this decision Committee felt that a short period of reflection was required whilst the options available and their implications for the community were examined. 

2.
delegate to the Director of Community Services, in consultation with Chairman, Vice Chairman and Shadow Chairman, authority to serve notice of termination of the existing Dual Use Agreement unless there are compelling legal or financial reasons not to do so;  and

3.
reaffirm their commitment to move the gym to the Civic Hall site – subject to planning permission being granted. 

The meeting closed at 9.50pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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