	



Minutes of Housing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 16 November 2006 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor J Holgate (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services and the Housing Manager.

507

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors P Ainsworth and J McGowan. 

508

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 21 September 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

509

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interest.

510

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

511

SERVICE PLAN FOR STRATEGIC HOUSING SERVICES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee to consider and approve the Service Plan for Strategic Housing Services for 2007/08.  The plan built on the service plan from last year and incorporated changes that had been introduced following consultation with all service managers to see what improvements were required.  The changes were highlighted in red type.

The Housing Manager informed the Committee that all the actions but two in the Service Plan for 2006/07 had either been achieved or were on target and that the Action Plan for 2007/08 would be drawn up following consultation with the Council's partners and stakeholders.  This had been done at a meeting of the Housing Forum and the new action plan included priorities for:

· Affordable housing

· Energy efficiency

· Equity release scheme 

· Homelessness consultation

The overriding priority in respect of Strategic Housing Service was to consider the restructuring of the section should tenants vote in September 2007 to transfer to a new registered social landlord.  This would be further compounded by the maternity leave of the current section head from February to October 2007.  

Members expressed concern regarding section 3 relating to resources – finance and suggested that additional information should be included in this section to clarify the exact costs of the relevant budgets.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
the report of the Director of Community Services be noted; and

2.
the report be forwarded to the Policy and Finance Committee for consideration. 

512
TELECARE PROJECT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report advising Members of the government funded Telecare Project.  It was hoped that by using Telecare technology the Department of Health could increase the number of people who were currently receiving or assessed as being in need of support services to remain independent at home.  It was expected that most of the beneficiaries would be older people.

Lancashire had been allocated in excess of £1.7million to be administered over a two year period by the Social Services Directorate on behalf of the 12 districts.  

It was anticipated that Telecare would build on existing monitoring and response services by the procurement of the most technologically advanced dispersed alarm equipment enhanced by the addition of electronic peripherals ie monitors and detectors which alerted monitoring staff to incidents such as flood and fire and person activity.  The monitoring of all emergency calls from the Ribble Valley clients would be done by Pendle Borough Council (now stock transfer to Housing Pendle) and Hyndburn Homes.  The Telecare project would also include an essential emergency response service and the operator would decide on the type of response to be made.  Calls ‘in office hours’ would receive a response from Ribble Valley Borough Council staff who had been identified from existing sheltered accommodation scheme co-ordinators.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Community Services be noted and Committee approve the working partnership and arrangements with the Lancashire County Council, Pendle Housing and Hyndburn Homes to deliver telecare to vulnerable Ribble Valley residents. 

513

HOUSING STOCK TRANSFER UPDATE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee on the progress in relation to the housing stock transfer, in particular regarding:

· Appointment of consultants

· Partner selection steering group

· Partner selection long list

· Place on 2006 transfer programme

He informed the Committee that work on the stock transfer was progressing quickly with tenants, elected Members and staff working in partnership with the Council's consultants.  He was confident that the Ribble Valley would take up its reserved place in the 2006 programme and progress would continue to be reported to the appropriate Committees.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Community Services be noted.

514

TENANTS SURVEY

The Director of Community Services submitted a report setting out the results of the ‘status’ survey which had been sent out to all tenants during July and August 2006.  Of the 1185 survey forms which had been issued, 782 had been returned.  A complete analysis of the survey was attached to the report together with previous performance details of the key indicators.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

515

GENERAL REPORT – DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Committee received a report of the progress with various schemes currently being undertaken.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

516

REVENUE MONITORING REPORT 2006/07

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information on the progress of revenue expenditure and income and housing revenue account and housing general fund for the period 1 April to 31 October 2006.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

517
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following items of business be an Exempt Information Under Categories 1 and 7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

518
PROPOSED COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER OF 72 WHALLEY ROAD, READ

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report requesting Committee’s approval to proceed to compulsory purchase 72 Whalley Road, Read.  The history relating to this property was reported to Committee together with up to date information which had recently been received from the owner.  

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Legal Services Manager be approved and she be authorised to commence the compulsory purchase of 72 Whalley Road, Read.

519
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES – HOUSE RENOVATION GRANTS

The Director of Community Services submitted details of two house renovation grants.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 8.37pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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