	



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 23 November 2006 starting at 7.15pm

Present:

Marjorie Birch (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives:

P Butterfield


Aighton Bailey & Chaigley

P Young


Balderstone

R Schofield


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley

S Sturrock


Chatburn & Read

R Skoczen


Clayton-le-Dale

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

A Yearing


Clitheroe

R Hargreaves


Clitheroe 

S Hopwood


Dutton

F Priest


Longridge

D Hicks


Longridge

A Dales


Mellor

A Mashiter


Read

C Law



Read

A M Brown


Ribchester

R A Whittaker


Rimington & Middop

A Howarth


Sabden

I R Hirst


Simonstone

J Robinson


Wilpshire

S Law



Wiswell

In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Development Services, Policy Development Officer and the Lancashire County Council's District Partnership Officer.

539

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillor C Ross and from the following Parish Representatives:

C Wood


Bashall Eaves & Mitton

J Craddock


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley

E Miller


Bowland with Leagram

I Wolstencroft


Clitheroe 

G Cowling


Grindleton

P Boardman


Ramsgreave

D Royle


Ribchester

J B Hill



Simonstone

J Lawson


Slaidburn & Easington

K Jackson


Waddington
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MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 28 September 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

541

CLITHEROE CASTLE LOTTERY PROJECT

Rebecca Kay, Tourism & Arts Officer, gave a presentation to Committee on this project.  

She commented that it was one of the biggest heritage schemes in the north west and explained why the scheme was being pursued particularly the heritage and tourism aspects.

Clitheroe was one of only three castles in the whole of Lancashire and Rebecca highlighted the work which was being done in conjunction with the Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board.  She outlined the unique nature of the site in so far as it was an ancient monument, a war memorial and a recreational facility.  This was a unique blend of attractions.  The overall scheme would cost £3.2million and £760,000 had been secured so far from a variety of sources.  

Improvements to the castle grounds were already underway including an improved children’s play area, the labyrinth and the state of the art skatepark.  

New initiatives for the site would include an education suite, café, visitor shop, toilets, accessible displays and better signage.  

Members then asked a number of questions and generally welcomed the scheme and recognised the benefits it would bring to the whole area. 

RESOLVED:
That Rebecca be thanked for her informative and interesting presentation.

542

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

The Chairman introduced Colin Hirst, the Forward Planning Manager, who informed Committee about the emerging Local Development Framework which replaced the Districtwide Local Plan and would work in close conjunction with the Regional Spatial Strategy.  He commented that his staff had been undertaking a settlement audit which looked at land use, housing and employment in the area.

He underlined the fact that the LDF was more public consultation focused and he stressed that Parish Councils had a key part to play in this.  He stressed that whilst a number of parishes had produced Parish plans, now was probably the time to update them so that they linked in with the emerging strategy.  In addition Parishes would be invited to make comments on conservation area appraisals.

Members then asked a number of questions and recognised the need to update existing plans and welcomed the consultation exercise. 

RESOLVED:
That Colin be thanked for his informative presentation.  

543
STRONG AND PROSPEROUS COMMUNITIES – THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT WHITE PAPER

The Chief Executive presented his report on the recently published ‘Strong and Prosperous Communities – The Local Government White Paper’.  He commented that the government intended to introduce proposals in the White Paper by working closely with local government, local communities and other key stakeholders.

He reported that Policy and Finance Committee had agreed to defer consideration of this report to a special meeting of Council to be held on Monday, 27 November 2006 to discuss this issue in more detail.  

He highlighted the areas of the White Paper which would be of interest to Parish Councils.  These included:

· Councils and Councillors working closer together

· Neighbourhood charter

· Small budgets for Councillors

· Community call for action

· Devolving powers to quality Parish Councils

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

544

CHATBURN Parish COUNCIL – QUALITY STATUS

The Chairman reported that Chatburn Parish Council had recently been awarded quality Parish Council status.  She explained the process and the thinking behind the decision to go for this accolade which was around the issue of greater powers being devolved to quality Parish Councils.  She commented that the trigger for their application had been their Parish Clerk who had successfully passed the examination to become a quality Parish Clerk, which in itself was a prerequisite for a Parish Council to obtain quality Parish status.  She felt that the whole process had been a useful reminder of the achievements of the Parish Council and offered the help of both herself and the Parish Clerk to any Parish Councils who wished to follow the same route.

Discussion then centred around the usefulness of the accolade and in particular around some of the requirements for Parish Councils, particularly in relation to the electoral mandate and the possible introduction of a requirement that 80% of Parish Councillors should be elected and not co-opted.  

RESOLVED:
That Chatburn Parish Council be congratulated on achieving quality Parish status.

545

Parish COUNCIL GRANTS SCHEME

The Director of Development Services reminded Parish representatives that he had written to them in October 2006 informing them that the Council had decided to earmark £100,000 for Parish Council grants.  The criteria had now been agreed by Policy and Finance Committee and application forms would be despatched next week.

In terms of Parish Council grants, the criteria was focused on village halls, children’s play schemes and speed indicator devices.  The deadline date for applications was 31 January 2007.

He also pointed out that projects could be capital or for pump priming purposes and there was no limit on the amount which could be applied for by any one Parish Council.  However, he did not think that funding would be allocated to one large project.

An officer panel would be set up to advise a panel of Councillors who would then make recommendations to the Council on all applications once the deadline for receipt had been passed.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

546

LANCASHIRE LOCALS

The Lancashire County Council District Partnership Officer reported on the most recent meeting of Lancashire Locals which had discussed the following items:

· Lancashire County Council's budget proposals for 2007/2008 including the proposed closure of Clitheroe Tourist Information Centre and the Petre Arms household waste disposal centre

· Two papers from the adult and community services directorate

· Winter gritting for Ribble Valley 

· Second phase of quiet lanes and greenways 

· Injury collisions in the Ribble Valley – accident hot spots

Members then discussed the proposed closures of both Clitheroe TIC and the Petre Arms household waste disposal centre, the issue of speeding black spots and 20 mph zones.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

547

RURAL POST OFFICE CLOSURES

The Policy Development Officer presented his report which made Members aware of current discussions around the future of a number of ‘unprofitable’ post offices, particularly in rural areas.  

He commented that since 2000 Post Office Ltd had had a formal requirement to maintain the rural post office network and to prevent avoidable closures.

In December 2002, the Government announced a three year support package of £450million pounds for the rural post office network.  This was extended in September 2004 with an additional £3 hundred million in government support between 2006 and 2008.  

The policy to prevent avoidable closures would end in autumn 2006.  Trade and Industry Secretary, Alistair Darling has said that doing nothing was not sustainable and the post office needed to adapt.  There were currently 7854 rural and 6522 urban post offices in England.  2486 urban post offices had been closed under the post office urban network closures programme which ran from 2002 to 2005.  Two notable victims of this closure programme were Salford and Henthorn sub post offices in Clitheroe.

The government were on record as saying that 800 smallest post offices were used by an average of 16 people each week.  The rural network was supported by an annual subsidy of £150million.  The urban network was similarly supported to the tune of £50million a year.  The government were widely expected to require some closures as part of a subsidy renewal agreement.  The number of post offices had fallen from 18,393 in 1999 to 14,376 in 2005 according to Post Watch, the postal services network.  

Members then voiced their concern over these proposals and were in agreement with supporting the National Federation of sub Post Masters in their campaign to safeguard the network of rural post offices.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the report and its possible implications for the rural post office network in the Ribble Valley; and

2.
the Policy Development Officer write in support of the National Federation of sub Post Masters in their campaign to safeguard the network of rural post offices.

548

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman announced that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 1 February 2007 commencing at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).




D M Bailey


H G Douglas


M Fielding


E M H Ranson


M Robinson





G H Sowter


J S Sutcliffe


D Taylor


N Walsh


C Warkman
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