	MINUTE NUMBERS 589 



Minutes of Licensing Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 30 November 2006

Present:

Councillor C Sterry (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Legal Services Manager

583

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors K Butler and B Collis. 

584

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 5 October 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

585

MATTERS ARISING

Minute 427 Altn8 Initiative

Councillor Jones referred to the launch of this initiative on 29 September 2006 and commented on the lateness of coverage by the local press.  The Policy Development Officer commented that whilst local press had been used for the campaign, other publicity methods had also been used including local radio, bus adverts and posters and freebies in local pubs.  An evaluation of the campaign would be carried out in the next week or so and a report on this would be submitted to a future meeting of this Committee.  

586

ANNUAL FEE OPERATOR’S LICENCE

The Legal Services Manager presented a report on the apportionment of the annual operator’s fee.  She had received a request to consider apportioning the annual operator’s fee which was currently £116.50 per annum and licences the operator for one year from 1 December to 30 November of the following year.

The request had been made by a potential applicant who took a commercial decision to defer obtaining an operator’s licence by six weeks in order to avoid paying the whole fee.  She reminded Committee that there was currently no arrangements to pro rata the fee.

She explained that the fee paid was related to the work involved in administering the issue of the licence and any matters arising during the course of the licence.  She also commented that other annual licences were not reduced pro rata towards the end of the annual period.  

Committee were asked to bear in mind that if a decision was taken to charge pro rata for the operator’s licence it might then also be the case that further requests would be received to charge pro rata for other fees, for example driver’s licence and other vehicle licences.  

Members questioned why the operator’s licences were charged differently to drivers and vehicle licences.   The Legal Services Manager explained that this was the most appropriate way to deal with operator’s licences.

RESOLVED:
That Committee retain the current practice, ie that the annual operator’s licence fee be payable in full irrespective of the date during the period of the licence when the application was made.  

587
REQUEST TO REMOVE CONDITION ON HACKNEY CARRIAGE LICENCE NO. 49

The Legal Services Manager asked Committee to determine a request relating to a hackney carriage vehicle plate No. 49.

She reminded Members that in early 2002 a request had been received to increase the number of hackney carriage vehicle licences, which then stood at 48, by 1.  Committee had resolved to issue the additional hackney carriage licence subject to a condition that the vehicle licensed was only driver by a women.  The request before Committee was to authorise the transfer “to a proprietor with a wheelchair accessible hackney carriage who is interested in acquiring a licence”.  The letter stated that there were no other female hackney carriage drivers in Clitheroe or the surrounding areas to whom she could transfer the licence.  Members then discussed this matter in some detail.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
agree to remove the condition attached to plate 49 relating to the sex of the driver;  and

2.
substitute a condition requiring the vehicle to be accessible to wheelchair users, ie the user to be able to remain in their wheelchair during transfer. 

588

PROGRESS REPORT

The Legal Services Manager gave Committee an update on the progress of licensing applications under the Licensing Act 2003.  As at 20 November 2006 the Council had received the following number of applications:

	
	Personal 


	]


	377 

	
	Premises (conversions)

Premises (variation)

Premises (Transfer and/or change of Designated Premises Supervisor [DPS])

Premises (new)
	]

]

]

]

]

]

]

]
	Total 262 shown on system

(variations and transfers and/or change of DPS do not add to the number of licences granted as shown on the system, manual records show approximately 11 applications for transfer, 12 applications for change of DPS and 1 application for variation).

3

	
	Clubs
	]
	Total 25

	
	Temporary Event Notices (with alcohol)

Temporary Event Notices (without alcohol)


	]

]

]

]
	Total 130

Total 22


She commented that applications were still being received and, as at 20 November 2006, two applications for personal licences, 10 applications for premises licences (including club variations, transfers and/or change of DPS) and 11 temporary event notices were still pending.  She also commented that two hearings had been held since Committee met on 5 October with a further one scheduled for Friday, 1 December 2006.

Members asked about contingency arrangements in relation to licensing issues whilst the Council was without a taxi licensing enforcement officer.  The Legal Services Manager replied that two environmental health staff were covering these issues.

Discussion then centred around the powers of the Local Authority in relation to temporary event notices and the proposed protocol for events.  The Legal Services Manager reiterated the point that the Local Authority were guided very much by the police view on any application.  Whilst many agencies and individuals may wish to have their say on an individual application, with Temporary Event notice only the Police had power to object.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

589

HACKNEY RANKS – SURVEY

The Legal Services Manager informed Committee of the current situation relating to additional hackney carriage ranks.

A survey into unmet demand would correlate information based on the relationship between the number of hackney carriages, demand for hackney carriage travel and the availability of rank space set in the context local traffic flow etc.  There was, therefore, no advantage to be gained by carrying out a survey until the additional hackney carriage rank spaces were in place.

RESOLVED: 
That the report be noted and a further report be prepared once the additional hackney carriage ranks were implemented. 

The meeting closed at 7.52 pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Diane Rice (414418).
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