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RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 
REPORT TO HEALTH & HOUSING COMMITTEE 

 
                                                                                                                                                                   Agenda Item No.    
 
meeting date: THURSDAY, 11 JUNE 2015 
title: NATIONALLY DESCRIBED SPACE STANDARDS 
submitted by: CHIEF EXECUTIVE  
principal author: RACHAEL STOTT – HOUSING STRATEGY OFFICER 
 
1 PURPOSE 
 
1.1 To request Committee approve the use of nationally described space standards. 

These are to be accepted as the minimum size standards in all new affordable 
housing developments. 

 
1.2 Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities: 

 
• Community Objectives – To meet the identified housing needs of households in 

the borough.  
 

• Corporate Priorities – To achieve a balanced housing market. 
 

• Other Considerations – None. 
 
2 BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Over the past five years, there has been a significant change in how affordable 

housing units are delivered. Today, affordable units are built by developers as part of 
the Section 106 negotiations, 30% of the site is required to be affordable. Prior to this 
the majority of affordable units were developed by housing associations with Homes 
and Communities Agency (HCA) grant funding and therefore the HCA prescribed the 
quality and space standards for each affordable unit. Since this change, we have 
seen a significant reduction in the size of affordable units being developed in the 
borough. This has caused issues with demand for the family housing as the units 
have been very small. The technical housing standards set out requirements of 
internal floor space in new dwellings across all tenures.  The standards are set out in 
Appendix A. 

 
3 RISK ASSESSMENT 
 
3.1 The approval of this report may have the following implications: 
 

• Resources – No implications identified. 
 

• Technical, Environmental and Legal – Developers may try to resist the new 
space standards as it will incur additional costs in delivering affordable units. 

 
• Political – Important to ensure the affordable units we secure meet housing need. 

 
• Reputation – To ensure a high quality affordable housing product. 
 
• Equality & Diversity – No implications identified. 

 
  

DECISION  
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4 RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE 
 
4.1 Request that Committee agree the new space standards are adopted by the Council 

and are required on all new affordable housing schemes.  
 
 
 
 
 
RACHAEL STOTT MARSHAL SCOTT 
HOUSING STRATEGY OFFICER CHIEF EXECUTIVE   
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
DCLG – Technical Housing Standards – Nationally Described Space Standards – March 
2015. 
 
For further information please ask for Rachael Stott, extension 4567. 
 
REF: RS/EL/110615/H&H 
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