
RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT TO PARISH COUNCILS’ LIAISON COMMITTEE 
                                                                                                                                                                  
Agenda Item No.   

meeting date:
THURSDAY, 1 FEBRUARY 2007

title:
CONSERVATION AREAS PUBLIC CONSULTATION

submitted by:
DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

principal author:
ADRIAN DOWD

1
PURPOSE

1.1
To provide information on the form and extent of recent public consultation on proposed conservation area designation, existing conservation area extension and the adoption of conservation area appraisal and management guidance documents.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – To protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of our area.

· Community Objectives – Objective 3.3 of the Corporate Plan commits us to maintaining and improving the environmental quality of the Ribble Valley.  Objective 3.8 of the Corporate Plan commits us to conserving and enhancing the local distinctiveness and character of our towns, villages and countryside when considering development proposals.

· Corporate Priorities – None.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990, Section 69, states that every local planning authority shall from time to time determine which parts of their area are areas of special architectural or historic interest, the character or appearance of which it is desirable to preserve or enhance, and, shall designate these areas as conservation areas.

2.2
Section 69 of the Act also states that it is a duty of a local planning authority from time to time to review the past exercise of functions under this section and to determine whether any parts or any further parts of their area should be designated as conservation areas.

2.3
Section 71 of the Act states that it shall be the duty of a local planning authority from time to time to formulate and publish proposals for the preservation and enhancement of any parts of their area which are conservation areas.

2.4
The government’s Planning Policy Guidance Note 15 ‘Planning and the Historic Environment’, Paragraph 4.7, states that there is no statutory requirement to consult prior to conservation area designation, but it is highly desirable that there should be consultation with local residents, businesses and other local interests over both the identification of areas and the definition of their boundaries.

2.5
In 2005 the Borough Council commissioned The Conservation Studio consultants to appraise and provide management guidance for all of the Ribble Valley’s existing 16 conservation areas, and to consider five areas for new conservation area designation.  Following the completion of this exercise, conservation areas are proposed at Hurst Green, Sabden, Worston, Longridge – Newtown and Longridge – St Lawrence’s Church.  It is also proposed to extend the existing conservation areas at Chatburn, Chipping, Clitheroe, Gisburn, Grindleton, Longridge, Ribchester, Sawley, Waddington, Whalley and Wiswell.

3
CONSULTATION UPDATE

3.1
Public consultation on conservation area designation and extension, and the appraisal and management guidance documents began in the week commencing 18 December 2006 and ended on 31 January 2007.

3.2
The Borough Council publicised the consultation by:

(i)
press release;

(ii)
letter to Parish Council Clerks, including request that consultation documents be held locally for public inspection and publicity posters be locally displayed;

(iii)
distribution of consultation documents and publicity posters to the local libraries (including mobile libraries);

(iv)
prominent siting on the Borough Council’s website with opportunity to download all documents and to comment on-line.

3.3
The Borough Council’s Conservation Officer has also introduced the consultation to Longridge Heritage Committee and, following request, will discuss the conservation area proposals with Clitheroe Town Council, Clitheroe Civic Society and Worston and Mearley Parish Council.

3.4
A summary of public response to the consultation will be reported verbally to Committee on the night.

4
CONCLUSIONS

4.1
 Public consultation responses will be carefully considered during February with a view to recommendations for new conservation area designation, existing conservation area extension and adoption of appraisal and management guidance documents being reported to the Planning and Development Committee on 15 March 2007.
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