	 



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 29 July 2004 starting at 7.15pm

Present:


C Law (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives

P Young


Balderstone

B H Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland

P Nierop


Bolton-by-Bowland

A Schofield


Clayton-le-Dale

F Robinson


Grindleton

S Hartley 


Hothersall

F Priest



Longridge

D F Hicks


Longridge

A Dales



Mellor

S Sturrock


Read and Chatburn

D King



Rimington and Middop

F Goss



Sabden

P Boyes


Salesbury

J Moorhouse


Simonstone

I R Hirst


Simonstone

J Lawson


Slaidburn and Easington

D Midgely


Waddington

K Marshall


Waddington

E Ronnan


Whalley

P Chadwick


Wilpshire

J Robinson


Wilpshire




In attendance: Chief Executive, Chief Planning Officer and Homelessness Officer, T Carter - Lancashire County Council, J Styan - Lancashire County Council, R Pickup - LCC Parish Champion, Geoff Jackson - Trinity Community Partnership and Steve Ragnall – Trinity Community Partnership.

Also in attendance: Councillors K Butler and J B Hill.

249
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors H Douglas, C J Holtom, G H Sowter and J S Sutcliffe and from the following Parish Representatives:

M Birch



Chatburn

R Hargreaves



Clitheroe

A Yearing



Clitheroe

R Skeczen



Clayton-le-Dale

N Walsh



Mellor

I Chenery



Pendleton

P Boardman



Ramsgreave

T Makinson



West Bradford

P Elms




Wiswell

250
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 10 June 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

251
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.

252
MATTERS ARISING

1.
Final Recommendations of Boundaries Committee (Minute No. 115)  


The Chief Executive updated members on the recent announcement of a postponement of the proposed referendum for the northwest on the question of regional government and unitary authorities.

2.
Mobile Telephone Mast (Minute No. 119)


The Chief Planning Officer reported that a training course had been arranged for officers and councillors to which Councillor Schofield had also been invited to attend.  He also commented that Ofcom checked the emissions from 100 base stations each year, and it was possible to suggest sites for inspection to them.  The contact for Ofcom is www.ofcom.gov.uk.
3.
Concurrent Functions (Minute No. 120)


The representative from Longridge Town Council asked for a definition of the term “concurrent functions”.  The Chief Executive promised to provide this definition. 

4.
Street Lighting Schemes (Minute No. 121)

A representative questioned whether Parish Councils had received the promised letter from the Engineering Manager on this matter.  The Chief Executive promised to follow this matter up.

253
RIBBLE VALLEY ARTS CENTRE

Committee received Geoff Jackson and Steve Ragnall from Trinity Community Partnership who gave a presentation on the proposal for an Arts Centre on the St Mary’s site in Clitheroe.

Geoff gave details of Trinity’s history as a social employment agency, its work in a wide variety of fields and the concept of an Arts Centre for the Ribble Valley.  He referred to the vision to develop this project, the aim to strengthen Clitheroe as a market town and to help Ribble Valley socially, culturally and economically.  He commented that there was a danger of Ribble Valley becoming a series of dormitory towns and villages with a declining economy and declining visitor numbers.  There was also a growing elderly population.  He referred to the fact that Clitheroe had no “wet weather” attraction and referred to the imminent change of the Civic Hall to a Youth Arts Centre.  The provision of an Arts Centre would reduce the need for citizens to travel out of town for cultural events.  The two models for any Ribble Valley Arts Centre were the Dukes Theatre at Lancaster and the Brewery Arts Centre at Kendal.  Steve Ragnall reminded Members that the architect’s designs were just that and there was still a need to establish exactly what was required on site.  There would be retail space at the York Street end of the site together with space for delivery vehicles to manoeuvre in.  A restaurant and café bars would be provided with a bridge linking the two separate parts of the site.  There would be two cinemas with 242 seats and 79 seats respectively and a 418 seat theatre.  There were issues with traffic and car parking although a park and ride facility was a possibility.  The current cost was £11m of which £2m had been promised by the Lancaster Foundation. 

Members then asked questions about the cost and scale of the scheme, fund raising, car parking, the need to scale down the project, sustainability and the time scale.

RESOLVED:
That Geoff Jackson and Steve Ragnall be congratulated for their bold and imaginative scheme and helpful presentation.  

254
QUALITY TOWN AND PARISH COUNCILS

Jan Styan, the District Partnership Officer from Lancashire County Council gave a short presentation on two elements of this scheme:

1.
Quality Status


The Charter was an LCC initiative which all Parish Councils were encouraged to sign up to.  It would improve partnership working, communications and consultation and provide practical support and training for all Parish and Town Councils.


Quality status was looking at electoral mandate, the qualities of clerks, accounts and ethical framework.


The next steps were up to Parish Councils to inform Lancashire County Council which element they were interested in.


Members then welcomed this initiative. It was recognised that part of the problem in the past between Lancashire County Council and Parish Councils had been one of poor communications and also the need to get early responses to problems.  All Directorate at Lancashire County Council would work to an agreed standard on communications.  One representative questioned why LCC was suddenly showing an interest in Parish Councils when none had been shown in previous years.

RESOLVED:
That the matter be noted.

255
TRAFFIC SAFETY – PARISH PARTNERSHIPS

Terry Carter, Traffic and Safety Section Manager from Lancashire County Council addressed Committee on the concept of an annual business plan between LCC and Parish Councils to consider local highway and 
transport issues.  These could include road safety, maintenance concerns and public transport provision.  The Partnership approach would create an opportunity for constructive dialogue and for Parishes to influence local priorities.  He urged Parish Councils to prioritise any small schemes and submit up to four issues to the Environment Directorate.

Members then discussed this matter, particularly in relation to the funds available and the scale of plans. 

RESOLVED:
That the matter be noted.

256
EMPTY PROPERTY STRATEGY

Dorothy Clark, the Council’s Homelessness Officer, reported on the recently produced Empty Property Strategy, which was aimed at tackling the issue of bringing empty properties back into use.  She commented that, at any one time there were around 1,000 empty properties across the Borough, of which around 400 were long term empty.  The Borough Council had a duty to use its powers under the Housing Act to address these problems.  The aim was to bring back into use 15 long-term empty properties.  This would be done in a variety of ways:

· leaflets explaining the Council’s approach;

· publicity campaign to encourage owners to bring properties back into use;

· grants to encourage owners to bring properties back into use.

Members then discussed this matter and questioned whether these measures went far enough.  There was an argument that the Council should adopt far tougher measures, including the threat of compulsory purchase on recalcitrant owners.  There was a recognition, however, that there was not one single action which would help achieve the reduction in the number of empty properties.  There was also a concern about giving grants to owners who had deliberately kept properties empty and who did not need a cash incentive.

257
REGENERATION STATEMENT 2004/07

The Chief Planning Officer presented his report on the Regeneration Statement.  He commented that the main element were the action plans.

Members discussed issues such as the disparity between high average earnings and low wages and also the number of single person households within the Borough.

RESOLVED:
That the regeneration statement be noted.

258
RIBBLE VALLEY COMMUNITY STRATEGY

Members discussed the draft Community Strategy in some detail.  The Chief Planning Officer urged all Parish Councils to make their views known on this document by 13 August if possible, although if comments were received after then, it may be possible to consider revisions.

Issues raised were affordable housing, the restoration of Primrose Lodge, Clitheroe, the emphasis on arts and culture and the accessibility of village halls.

RESOLVED:
That


1.
the report be noted;  and

2.
Parish Councils be encouraged to respond to the draft Community Strategy by 13 August if possible. 

259
COMMUNITY DESIGN SCHEME

The Chief Planning Officer reported on this scheme which was an LCC initiative and asked Parish Councils to forward any scheme suggestions to the Lancashire County Council.  The aim was to help community organisations develop initial design ideas and get them down on paper by providing direct commissioning and financing of designs drawn from a select list. 

Members then discussed the funding of this scheme.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

260
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS

1.
Car Park Sign

The representative from Bolton-by-Bowland questioned the siting of a new car park sign on Bolton-by-Bowland car park when the car park was awaiting resurfacing.

2.
Transfer of Longridge Civic Hall


A representative from Longridge questioned the progress with this matter.

3.
Collection of refuse in Longridge


A representative from Longridge voiced Longridge Town Council’s concern about the way refuse collection was being dealt with in a number of terraced property in Longridge.  The Chief Executive pointed out that such matters should be pre-notified by Parish Councils in order to give an appropriate response at Committee.  However, he did agree to investigate this matter.

261
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 23 September 2004 starting at 7.15pm

The meeting closed at 9.42pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Paul Timson (414403).




D M Bailey


M Fielding


A G Pye


E M H Ranson





M Robinson


C Ross


D Taylor


C Warkman
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