
RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT TO LICENSING COMMITTEE

                                                                                                                                                                   Agenda Item No.   5

meeting date:
THURSDAY, 15 FEBRUARY 2007

title:
ANNUAL FEES – HACKNEY AND PRIVATE HIRE PROPRIETORS, 
DRIVERS AND VEHICLES

submitted by:
LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER

principal author:
DIANE RICE

1
PURPOSE

1.1
To determine the annual fees for hackney carriage and private hire vehicle licences. 

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Until this Committee became responsible for licensing hackney and private hire vehicles operators and drivers the relevant fees were set by the Council’s Policy and Finance Committee. 

2.2
The statutory provisions which give rise to the power to charge are contained in the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.

2.3
Section 53(2) is the relevant provision for:

· driver’s licences for hackney carriages;

· drivers licences for private hire vehicles and Section 70 relates to;

· hackney carriage vehicle licences;

· private hire vehicle licences; and

· private hire operator’s licences.

2.4
Change to certain of the licence fees must be advertised in one newspaper, circulated in the local area 28 days before the change in charges takes effect, ie hackney carriage vehicle, private hire vehicle and private hire operator licences.

2.5
The legislation provides that fees should be “such a fee as they consider reasonable with a view to recovering the costs of issue and administration”.

2.6
The current fees for each type of licence are set out below:

	TAXI LICENSING CHARGES



	PRIVATE HIRE & HACKNEY CARRIAGE
	2006

from 1 April

	
	£

	Driver’s Renewal/Annual Licence

Temporary/Six month Licence
	37.50

18.75



	Replacement Driver’s Badge
	8.50



	Vehicle Licences:

  ANNUAL – Up to 3 years old

  6 MONTHS – Over 3 years but not exceeding 7 years

  4 MONTHS – Over 7 years
	126.50

66.00

47.50



	Discount on previous Licence (1/12th annual)
	10.50

one full month



	Transfer on Licence ownership
	19.00



	New or replacement:

  Plates

  Brackets
	10.00

20.00



	Private Hire Operators Licence

(From 1 December to 30 November) per annum
	116.50



	Log books (100 sheets) each
	1.20


3
ISSUES

3.1
In recent years licence fees have been uplifted annually in line with inflation.  

3.2
The legal services section as part of the fee setting exercise for the introduction of the Gambling Act and the changes to charges for local land charge searches will have to develop a new system to relate costs more directly to individual services.  Once that system is completed it will be possible to provide Committee with more specific information on which to base future calculations.

3.3
Should Committee decide to carry out a survey of hackney ranks, this would involve considerable expenditure. 

3.4
Committee could give consideration to funding the hackney carriage rank survey from the money raised by existing hackney carriage licence fees.

3.5
The carrying out of a hackney carriage need survey is currently awaiting the implementation of the new hackney carriage ranks.

3.6
The cost of such a survey is considerable, possibly as much as £15,000, and the data provided by the survey is only deemed to be reliable for three years.

3.7
The Council only has 49 hackney carriage drivers  and proprietors.  Although two separate licences exist for the vehicles, in almost all cases the driver and proprietor are the same person.

3.8
To increase the hackney carriage licence fee by an amount which would pay for the cost of a survey, spread over three years, would involve an increase of approximately £100 per hackney carriage plate.

3.9
Whilst the legislation allows for the recovery of reasonable costs of issue and administration, the cost of the survey could not be included as a reasonable cost of issue and administration of the licences, this is a cost related to supporting the Council’s policy of restricting the number of hackney carriage plates.  

3.11
If an annual uplifting in line with inflation is added to the fees then the revised fees would be as follows:

	TAXI LICENSING CHARGES



	PRIVATE HIRE & HACKNEY CARRIAGE
	2006

from 1 April

	
	£

	Driver’s Renewal/Annual Licence

Temporary/Six month Licence
	40.00

20.00



	Replacement Driver’s Badge
	9.00



	Vehicle Licences:

  ANNUAL – Up to 3 years old

  6 MONTHS – Over 3 years but not exceeding 7 years

  4 MONTHS – Over 7 years
	133.00

70.00

50.00



	Discount on previous Licence (1/12th annual)
	11.00

one full month



	Transfer on Licence ownership
	20.00



	New or replacement:

  Plates

  Brackets
	10.50

21.00



	Private Hire Operators Licence

(From 1 December to 30 November) per annum
	122.50



	Log books (100 sheets) each
	1.20


4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:
· Resources – N/A

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – N/A
· Political – N/A

· Reputation – N/A

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Agree to increase the current fees, as shown at paragraph 2.6, to the figure set out in paragraph 3.11.

LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER 

For further information please ask for 

Diane Rice, extension 4418.

DECISION 
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