	MINUTE NUMBERS 652-656 



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 16 January 2007 starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:




In attendance:  Director of Community Services, Community Development Manager, Waste Management Officer, Environmental Health Officer, Director of Resources, Financial Services Manager, Senior Accountant

Also in attendance: Councillors M Ranson and D Berryman.

640

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors J Alcock, J Flitcroft, S Hirst and S Reese

641

MINUTES

The minutes of the meetings held on 7 November 2006 and 4 December 2006     were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.  Updates were given on the minutes regarding street naming, the Tourist Information Centre and the public conveniences at Whalley.  

642

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Alan Yearing declared an interest in Agenda Item 5 as he served as a Governor on Edisford County Primary School.

643

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

644
RECEIPT OF A PETITION REGARDING RECYCLING IN SCHOOLS FROM EDISFORD COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL 

The Chairman received a petition from the pupils of Edisford School for the provision of a recycling collection service to their school.  

RESOLVED:
That a letter be sent back to the school thanking them for their petition and advising them of our current position. 

645
REVISED CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2006/07 AND PROPOSED PROGRAMME 2007/12

The Director of Resources submitted a report asking Committee to approve the revised programme for the current year and consider the future five year capital programme for this Committee.  Included in the report were updated capital evaluation forms which had been completed by the responsible officers showing the progress for each capital scheme in the current year.  The report also contained new schemes that had been put forward by officers to form part of the five year capital programme as well as those included already in the rolling programme.  

With regard to children’s play areas it was felt that the current sum of money was not adequate and that this should be increased.  Questions were also asked with regard to the proposed cycling trails in the Bowland Forest, new pitches and changing rooms at Calderstones and the changing rooms at Roefield.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
approve the revised capital programme for 2006/07; and

2.
approve the future five year programme for 2007/12 as set out with the annual figure improvement to play areas fund being increased to £50,000.

646
REVENUE BUDGET 2007/08


The Director of Resources submitted a report asking Committee to agree a revised revenue budget for 2006/07 together with a draft revenue budget for 2007/08 for submission to Policy and Finance Committee.  The report highlighted areas where there were a number of potential problems that could have a significant impact on the budget and reminded Committee that the Budget Working Group had asked them to examine their budgets carefully, identify savings wherever possible to fund any additional spending requests arising from growth items and place growth items in a priority order.

Committee considered the budget and;

RESOLVED:
That

1. 
Committee approve the 2007/08 revenue budget has set out in the report;

2.
the financial information extracted from Service Plans, in particular growth items or savings be considered by a small working group;

3.
the list of proposed fees and charges be considered by the same small working group;  and

4.
the recommendations of the group be then submitted to the Policy and Finance Committee.  

647
THREE STREAM REFUSE COLLECTION AND RECYCLING SERVICE – PROPOSED EXTENSION

The Director of Community Services submitted a report setting out the issues and proposing a way forward for the extension of the three stream refuse collection and recycling service to other parts of the Borough during 2007/08.  It was a very detailed report which outlined the background to the introduction as a trial scheme “The Three Stream Waste Collection” and the numerous problems encountered and lessons learned from this.   He reminded Committee that the Council’s Corporate Plan commits the Authority to a target of recycling and composting 56% of all waste produced in Ribble Valley by 2015 and to extending the three stream refuse collection service to all parts of the Borough by the end of 2008/09 and minimising the waste produced by each household served.  Various questions had been analysed and careful consideration now needed to be given in order to be able to take this matter forward.  These were, in particular, with regard to the size of the wheeled bins, publicity, how and where wheeled bins should be collected, health and safety implications, cost sharing agreements with Lancashire County Council, waste paper collection and what is needed in order to be able to roll the service out to other parts/remainder of the Borough.  The risk assessment took into account the resources required as well as the technical, environmental, legal, political issues and the Council’s reputation.

Several Councillors commented on the excellent report submitted and the detail included therein and felt that it was imperative that this service be rolled out to the rest of the Borough as quickly as possible but in a measured and cautious way.  Evaluations of all locations throughout the Borough needed to take place so that the service will be as good as it possibly can be.

Councillor Berryman was given permission to speak on this item and referred to the health and safety issues.

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve

1.
That the collection system to be rolled out eventually to the maximum number of domestic properties in the Borough shall be based on the three wheeled bin system, reduced to two where properties do not have a garden.

2.
The collection of residual waste continues to be by way of a 140ltr burgundy wheeled bin on a weekly basis supported with a policy of not collecting any side waste (other than the collection immediately following Christmas).

3.
The collection of green/garden waste is by way of a 140ltr green wheeled bin on a fortnightly basis only supported with a policy of not collecting any green/garden waste which is not contained within the wheeled bin.  

4.
The collection of mixed dry recyclables (glass, cans and plastic bottles) continues by way of a 140ltr blue wheeled bin on a fortnightly basis only supported with a policy of not collecting any similar waste which is not contained within the wheeled bin.

5.
The collection of wheeled bins/waste from premises such as rows of terraced houses/cottages or where access is difficult shall be from specified locations only eg end of terrace/front door, etc to comply with Health & Safety inspection requirements and to aid the operational efficiency of the service.

6.
The collection of wheeled bins/waste from properties in predominately rural locations which have difficult or long access tracks shall be from specified locations eg where the access track meets the adopted public highway.

7.
There shall be a policy of not collecting side waste in order to encourage residents to reduce the amount of waste produced, reuse where possible and recycle efficiently and so that the service provided is affordable and sustainable.

8.
There shall be a policy of providing ‘assisted collections’ where it can be demonstrated that no one resident in a particular household is capable due to an acknowledged incapacity of placing their waste in the containers provided at the designated collection point.

9.
The period within which the specified bulky household item collection service is to be provided shall be extended to up to 10 working days and shall specifically exclude any requests for the collection of ‘side waste’ not removed as part of the wheeled bin collection service.  A revised policy setting out the terms of the service shall be set out and published.

10.
The system shall be extended to cover in total approximately half the number of residential properties in the Borough during 2007/2008 and the remainder of properties during 2008/2009.

11.
That a project management plan be submitted to the next meeting of Community Committee on Tuesday 13th March 2007 setting out the various stages of the process to be undertaken as soon as possible for the introduction of the next phase of the scheme.

12.
That an examination of the paper collection service to be carried out and consideration be given to including collection of cardboard as part of the service.

13.
That sufficient resources be committed to this project as are necessary to allow the service to be rolled out to the whole of the Borough.

648

PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL DOG WASTE BINS

The Director of Development Services  submitted a report for Committee to consider further options regarding provision of additional dog waste bins.  The Environmental Health Manager referred to a previous report which had set out the history and principles of dog waste bin provision within the Borough and the cost implications of further provision.  He reported the options available which included providing funding for new bins, additional staff costs, vehicles, etc, or to decide which services needed to be reduced in order to achieve the required capacities to carry out the extended service.  

Councillor Berryman was given permission to speak on this item.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
approve the provision of 20 additional dog waste bins and the provision of funding to support this;

2.
ask officers to identify savings to provide this funding; and

3.
consult the Parish and Town Councils on the siting of additional dog waste bins within their respective areas.

649

EDISFORD OPTIONS APPRAISAL

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of discussions between the Council and Roefield Leisure Centre regarding the development of joint management arrangements on the Edisford site.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

650

LONGRIDGE SPORTS CENTRE 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee that a letter had been received which confirms the position of the school governors at Longridge High School in relation to a new management agreement for Longridge Sports Centre and to inform Committee that a letter had now been sent advising that the Borough Council, under the terms and conditions of the existing agreement, are to serve 12 months notice of its intention to terminate the agreement, effective from 8 January 2007.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

651

CASTLE LOTTERY SCHEME

The Director of Community Services submitted a report being Committee up to date with this project.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

652

PILOT PROJECT FOR FOOTBALL

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of a new national pilot project aimed at the development of local area plans for football.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted and that Committee approve the Council’s commitment to and involvement in the pilot project.

653

REVIEW OF DOG WARDEN ENFORCEMENT 

The Director of Development Services  submitted a report informing Committee of a report prepared in relation to the review of the dog warden enforcement approach within the Borough which had been prepared for consideration at the next meeting of the Council’s Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

654

GENERAL REPORT OF THE Director of Community Services 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on Ribblesdale Pool, Longridge Sports Centre and sports development.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

655

GENERAL REPORT OF THE Director of Development Services  
The Director of Development Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updated on Castle Cement, the minutes of the Castle Cement Liaison meeting, minutes of the Environmental/Health Protection Agency Liaison meeting, extension of authorisation of the dog warden, smoke free workplace update, Clitheroe market and Environmental Health Service issues.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

656

REPORTS OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

A report had been submitted by Councillor Beverley Jones on the Ribble Valley Citizen’s Advice Bureau.  Councillor Graham Sowter also gave a report on the Oral Strategy Group.

RESOLVED:
That these reports be noted.

The meeting closed at 9.10pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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