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RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 
REPORT TO LICENSING COMMITTEE 

Agenda Item No. 7 

 
meeting date: 1 NOVEMBER 2016 
title:  RECOMMENDATIONS FOR A REPLACEMENT FOR THE DVSA TAXI DRIVER 

TEST 
submitted by:  CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
principal author: MAIR HILL 
 
 

1 PURPOSE 
 
1.1 To seek approval from Committee for a replacement to the DVSA taxi driver test. 
 
1.2 Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities 
 

• Community Objectives -  } 
 

• Corporate Priorities -   } 
 

• Other Considerations -  } 
 

2 BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 In September 2015, Committee approved the introduced a requirement that from 1 April 

2016 all applicants for a private hire or hackney carriage driver’s licence must pass the 
DVSA taxi driving test before a licence is granted.   

 
2.2 The Council has received notification from the DVSA indicating that it intends to stop 

offering this test from 31 December 2016.  A copy of the letter is enclosed as Appendix 
1 to this report. 

 

3 ISSUES 
 

3.1 The Council has therefore two options; to remove the requirement for such a test or to 
find a replacement body to carry out the test.  The test was introduced to ensure that all 
applicants for licences have a suitable level of driving ability and also provides training 
on other aspects or driving safety and service.  It is not recommended therefore that the 
requirement be removed. 

 
3.2 An alternative test is now being provided by Diamond Advanced Motorists (“DIA”).  This 

test is already being used by a number of licensing authorities in the surrounding area.  
Details of the testing requirements, availability and costs are set out in Appendix 2.  The 
testing requirements and costs are broadly the same as those required in the DVSA test 
and DIA have set the cost of the test as slightly lower than the DVSA. Consequently, it is 
not thought necessary to consult licence holders on the change of testing authority. 

 
3.3 Committee will note that there are two tests available, standard and enhanced.  The 

difference between the two tests is that the enhanced test includes a wheel chair 
exercise.  The enhanced test can only be taken by a driver with a wheel chair accessible 
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vehicle.  It is proposed therefore that where a driver has a wheel chair accessible vehicle 
they will need to pass the enhanced test to ensure that they are able to load and secure 
a wheel chair safely.  Where a driver does not have a wheel chair accessible vehicle 
they will take the standard test.    

 
3.4 Private Hire operators have already indicated that the availability of the DVSA testing 

centres has been curtailed in the lead up to its discontinuance and it would appear from 
the website that it is not possible to make a booking any longer.  It is proposed therefore 
to allow applicants to take either test prior to 31 December 2016 with the DVSA test 
being replaced by the DIA test thereafter. 

 
4. RISK ASSESSMENT 
 
4.1 The approval of this report may have the following implications 
 

• Resources – No implications identified. 
 

• Technical, Environmental and Legal – Improved control of licence holders should 
improve public safety. 
 

• Political – No implications identified. 
 

• Reputation – Improved public safety will enhance the Council’s reputation. 
 

• Equality & Diversity – no implication identified 
 
 

5. RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE  
 
5.1 Approve the DIA as an alternative testing authority for Private Hire and Taxi Driver 

testing with immediate effect; 
 
5.2 Approve DIA as the relevant testing authority for private hire and taxi driver testing from 

1 January 2016; and 
 
5.3 Approve the testing requirements set out at paragraph 3.3. 
 
 
 
 
 
MAIR HILL      MARSHAL SCOTT     
SOLICITOR      CHIEF EXECUTIVE                             
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
 
 
For further information please ask for Mair Hill, extension 3216 
 
REF: MJH/Licensing Committee/1 November 2016  
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