	MINUTE NUMBERS 760-762 



Minutes of Licensing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 15 February 2007 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor C Sterry (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Legal Services Manager.

755

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors K Butler, B Collis, J Holgate, A Knox and E M H Ranson.

756

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 30 November 2006 were approved and signed as a correct record by the Chairman with two grammatical amendments.

757

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

758

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr Sarfraz spoke with regard to the availability of wheelchair accessible Hackney carriages in the Ribble Valley.  

Committee felt that this was a valid issue and thanked Mr Sarfraz for raising it and asked the Legal Services Manager to include it as an item on the next agenda along with other issues relating to accessibility such as provision for the visually impaired.

759

ANNUAL FEES

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report asking Committee to determine the annual fees for Hackney carriage and private hire vehicle licenses for the next financial year from 1 April 2007.  She informed Committee that changes to certain of the licence fees would be advertised in one newspaper and circulated in the local area 28 days before the change of charges take effect.  She outlined the current charges and the proposed charges, which had been increased in line with inflation.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee agree to increase the current fees as shown in the report.

760

APPLICANTS WITH PREVIOUS CONVICTIONS – THE COUNCIL’S POLICY

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report asking Committee to formulate a policy to deal with applicants who have previous convictions.  She informed Committee that up to the present time, the practice within the legal services section was to determine applications on their merits having regard to the Department of Transport circular 2/93 and Home Office circular 13/92.  She pointed out that an issue which was not addressed in the model policy, or the guidelines, was the approach to be taken where an individual applicant had several matters recorded against them, all of which may have occurred over a period which would mean that the guidelines did not exclude them from obtaining a licence but which may demonstrate a pattern of behaviour which gives rise to concern.

Committee discussed the Home Office circular guidelines and felt that there was a need for several amendments and that should any driver have any of the more serious offences recorded against them, they should come before the Licensing Sub-Committee.  It was also felt that the cumulative effect of several minor offences over several years should be taken into account and that should any one person have 4 out of 7 offences over the last 10 years, they also should appear before the Licensing Sub-Committee.   

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
ask the Legal Services Manager to redraft the guidelines taking into account their observations; 

2.
draw up a procedure for Sub-Committee hearings; and

3.
launch these guidelines at the annual taxi meeting.

761

PROGRESS REPORT 

The Legal Services Manager submitted a progress report of licensing applications under the Licensing Act 2003.  She particularly highlighted an application for a review of premises licence relating to the Co-op Late Shop, Berry Lane, Longridge which had been submitted from the police, and informed Committee that there was a hearing date arranged for 7 March 2007.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

762

USE OF APPROVED TEST CENTRE

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report informing Committee of the pattern of usage of the approved test centre.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 8pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Diane Rice (414418).
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