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1. PURPOSE


1.1. To make members aware of the Borough Council’s responsibility in improving outcomes for children and the emerging partnerships to support this.


1.2. To ask committee to nominate a member champion for children and young people.


1.3. Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:


· Council Ambitions:  To help make people’s lives safer and healther.

· To protect and enhance the enviromental quality of the area.

· To match the supply of homes with identified housing needs identified in the borough



2. 
BACKGROUND


2.1. ‘Every Child Matters’ is the Government’s vision for the future of childrens services and proposed re-shaping childrens services to help key priorities:


· Be healthy

· Stay safe

· Enjoy and achieve

· Make a positive contribution

· Achieve economic well being (See Appendix 1)


2.2. In response to the Government Agenda, Lancashire County Council have created a new Children and Young People’s Directorate, bringing together childrens social care and educational aspects of cultural services.


2.3. A children’s trust has also been set up to comission relevant organisations to deliver services to children and young people.


2.4. Prorities for children and young people also feature heavily in the LAA.



3. 
ISSUES


3.1. Although the County Council carries the main statutory role in providing such services, there is an increased emphasis, through structuring like the LAA, for greater partnership working.


3.2. District Councils do, however, have a duty to co-operate with the County Council on the role of children’s trusts, safeguarding children boards and any activity they deliver that affects young people (See Appendix 2).


3.3. In order to formalise such arrangements with the County Council, they have asked that each district Council identify an officer and member champion to act as a single point of contact for matters relating to children and young people.


3.4. Chris Hughes acts as the officer champion and represents the borough Council on the children and young people’s sub group of the LAA and the Every Child Matters forum.


3.5. The roles of officer and member champions have not been fully developed but the key function will be ensuring better communication between the county and district, at both officer and member levels.  As the new structures develop there will undoubtably be an increase in area based initiatves.


3.6. The key areas where Every Child Matters impacts on us are in Community Development, where there is significant direct contact with young people and other partners working with young people, Housing where young people are affected, and Planning who are involved in considering the needs of young people in future developments and policies.



4. RISK ASSESSMENT


4.1. The approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources – There are no direct financial implications but there is a time commitment, particularly officer time through our involvement.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – None.
· Political – The Council has signed up to the principles of Every Child Matters and a commitment to enchanced 2 tier working.

· Reputation – It is likely that all districts will move towards greater joint working on children and young people’s issues, so it would be good practice for us to do the same. 



5. RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE:

5.1. Note the contents of the report and identify someone to take on the role of member champion for children and young people.

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES
For further information, please contact John Heap.  Tel: 01200 414461
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