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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To explain to Committee the issues around the location deployment and maintenance of speed indicator devices (SPIDS) in the Ribble Valley.

1.2
To recognise that more Parish Councils wish to purchase these as a result of the Borough Council’s funding being made available to Parish Councils.

1.3
To agree to a process for discussing how Parish Councils can site, deploy and maintain these devices in their particular area.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – Speed indicator devices are part of the safer and healthier element of Council ambitions, community objectives and corporate objectives. 

· Community Objectives - 

· Corporate Priorities -  

· Other Considerations - 

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Speed indicator devices were trialed in the Ribble Valley in 2004.

2.2
The police had two devices, one on loan from Lancashire County Council and one which was purchased by monies obtained from Ribble Valley Crime and Disorder Partnership by the then Geographic Inspector, Bob Ford.  

2.3
They were used in 22 identified locations around the Ribble Valley.

2.4
The scheme was then extended to the five other police divisions in Lancashire. 

2.5
A further SPID was purchased by Chatburn, Grindleton and West Bradford Parish Councils in 2005.

2.6
The general consensus has been that speed indicator devices do educate drivers to reduce their speed when approaching the particular device, as such they are decreed to be a success and another tool in the Road Safety Strategy.

2.7
The responsibility for the maintenance and deployment of these devices has initially been the responsibility of Clitheroe police.  Increasingly this has posed a strain on police staffing resources.  

3
ISSUES

3.1
Lancashire County Council have always had a concern about the proliferation of these devices and their relative effectiveness as they became more numerous.  They have also had a concern about insurance and third party liability.  

3.2 
This has resulted in a decision that only police officers would be allowed to move the signs between identified locations.  

3.3
However, recent legal advice given to Lancashire County Council has informed that view that provided several conditions were, met Parish Lengthsmen could also be employed to deploy those signs.  

3.4
Five Ribble Valley Parish Councils, Gisburn, Waddington, Sabden, Rimington and Middup and Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest and Sawley have recently bid for funding towards the purchase of a SPID for their particular area.  Gisburn Parish Council have actually identified two locations within their village.

3.5
Policy and Finance Committee on 27 March 2007 will decide upon those bids.  I will report verbally to the meeting on the outcome of that discussion.

3.6
One of the concerns shared by officers of the Borough Council, Lancashire County Council and the police has been the question of capacity to locate, erect, dismantle and maintain an increasing number of SPIDs in the Ribble Valley.

3.7
With a potential six extra signs this will, inevitably, pose further demands on an already overstretched staffing resource.

3.8
The worst possible outcome for all concerned is that the Borough Council, having made funds available and Parish Councils having bid for those funds to enable them to purchase the device, find that they cannot be made to work effectively because of that lack of staffing capacity to deploy and maintain them.

3.9
It is vital that Parish Councils and officers of the three agencies concerned meet as a matter of urgency to discuss and agree a way forward for the future location, deployment and maintenance of SPIDs across the Council’s area.

4.
RESOURCES

4.1
There are no resource implications for the Ribble Valley Borough Council other than the grants already offered to Parish Councils. 

4.2
Other agencies such as the police and Lancashire County Council will pick up the bill for any labour costs on deployment and maintenance.

5
RISK ASSESSMENT

5.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources – The staffing and financial implications 

· Technical, Environmental and Legal - 

· Political - 

· Reputation - 

6
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
6.1
 Note the current capacity issues being experienced by the police in relation to the deployment and maintenance of speed indicator devices.

6.2
Take into consideration the possible extra locations for these devices being requested by the five Parish Councils mentioned at paragraph 3.4.

6.3
Agree that representatives from the five Parish Councils, together with officers from Ribble Valley Borough Council, Lancashire County Council and the police should meet as a matter of urgency to resolve the issues around the deployment and maintenance of speed indicator devices in the Ribble Valley. 

POLICY DEVELOPMENT OFFICER

BACKGROUND PAPERS

1
A Procedure for Acquiring and Managing Speed Indicator Display Signs – issued by Lancashire County Council on 17 January 2007.

2.
Various other correspondence with Lancashire County Council on this particular matter. 

For further information please ask for 

Bill Alker, extension 4412
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