	



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 13 March 2007 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services, Community Development Manager, Street Scene Manager, Environmental Health Manager, Forward Planning Manager.

Also in attendance: Councillor J Holgate.

790
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors J Alcock, D Eccleston, J Hill and C Sterry.

791

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 16 January 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman, subject to the Street Scene Manager being added to the list of attendees.

A Councillor expressed concern with regard to minute 646 and the removal of funding for the production of the monthly What’s On.  

792

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

793

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

794

THREE STREAM WASTE COLLECTION

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee on the preparations for the project management plan for the extension of the three stream refuse collection and recycling service to half of the properties in the borough and outlining the proposals for policies covering various aspects of the new service.  Members examined the various policies which would cover items such as excess waste, communal bins, contamination of bins, assisted collections, stolen, lost or missed bins.  It was suggested by a Councillor that we should give householders the option as to whether they needed a green bin and that we should actively encourage composting to take place.  It was felt that it was also important to get the publicity right and be positive.

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve the policies in respect of the side waste and the assisted collection service as set out in the report.

795

RECREATION /CULTURE AND SPORTING EXCELLENCE GRANTS

The Director of Community Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider the recommendations of the working group in respect of the Council's recreation, culture and sporting excellence grant programmes.  He reported that four additional applications had been received in respect of recreational/cultural grants and these would need to be considered.  He also highlighted that the working group had concerns about the quality of information supplied in the application forms.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee endorse the proposals for recreation/cultural and sporting excellence grants as recommended by the working group;

2.
Committee delegate to the Director of Community Services in consultation with the working group the four additional applications; and

3.
a review of the grant scheme be undertaken before next year.

796
THE ROLE OF RVBC IN IMPROVING OUTCOMES FOR CHILDREN

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of the Borough Council's responsibility in improving outcomes for children and the emerging partnerships to support this.  A nomination of a member champion for children and young people was also required.  He informed Committee that the District Council does have a duty to co-operate with the County Council on the role of children’s trusts, safeguarding children boards and any activity they deliver that effects young people and as such, an officer and member champion needed to be identified to act as a single point of contact for matters relating to children and young people.  He informed Committee that the Community Development Manager acts as the officer champion.

RESOLVED:
That Committee note the contents of the report and appoint Councillor Jeff Flitcroft to take on the role of member champion for children and young people.

797
COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT GRANT PROCESS

The Director of Development Services submitted a report asking Committee to decide how they want to proceed with the administration of the allocation of the £100,000 grant pot to community groups.  He felt that it would be beneficial to follow the present procedure in that a group of Councillors should consider officer recommendations on grant allocation which would then be approved by Committee.  The working group considering the applications asked that some information be made available before the meeting.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee delegate the final allocation to the Director of Development Services in consultation with the group of Councillors already identified; and

2.
the Director of Development Services be asked to provide in advance of the meeting, a summary of the applications and his advice.

798
OPEN LAND AT CALDERSTONES 

The Director of Development Services submitted a report inviting Committee to consider the long term future of the open land owned by Ribble Valley Borough Council to the north and east of the Calderstones housing development. He reminded Committee of the background to the Calderstones development and the fact that the open land had been transferred to the Council in 2003.  He outlined the various options that needed to be considered in order to take this matter forward.  These covered things like whether the Council wishes to use the land to provide boroughwide recreational needs or more local facilities, whether the views of local residents should be surveyed, whether the Council should consider the release of some or all of the land to community groups willing and capable to provide and manage leisure facilities, what the realistic land use options are, and what the money in the capital programme should be identified to be used for.

Councillor Holgate was given permission to speak on this item and requested that there should be a play area with equipment for children and these should be predominately for the local area rather than boroughwide.  

Questions were asked with regard to the area of the land and whether more could be obtained.  It was also felt that we should get a maximum recreational dividend as possible.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
agree that the future use of the open land owned by the Council at Calderstones should be:

a)
for the northern section – a community woodland with provision for active leisure in the form of jogging trails and dog walking routes and children’s play.  The nature of the children’s play provision based on the outcome of further discussions with Wimpeys and consultation on options with the local community.

b)
for the eastern section – a relatively informal mix of uses based on the model of a ‘village green’;

2.
authorise the Director of Community Services to prepare costed proposals for the concepts outlined including options where appropriate;

3.
authorise the Director of Community Services to undertake a consultation exercise within the wider Whalley and Little Mitton area in conjunction with the Parish Council to determine the community preferred option; and

4.
authorise the Director of Development Services to fully investigate the options for private financial contributions to the preferred children’s play solutions and long term community woodland management of the northern area.

799
PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL DOG WASTE BINS AND EXTENSION OF DOG WARDEN PROVISION

The Director of Development Services submitted a report providing further information regarding the provision of additional dog waste bins and updating them upon the transfer of responsibilities for stray dog control.  He reminded Committee that at their meetings in December and January, Committee had resolved to approve the provision of 20 additional dog waste bins and to consult the Parish and Town Councils on the siting of these bins.  This had now been carried out and the dog warden who was currently employed part time was to take on the additional duties of emptying the dog waste bins as well an enhancing enforcement patrols by increasing her hours to full time.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
proceed with the provision of 20 additional dog waste bins with the emptying operations for the coming year being funded from savings identified by officers;

2.
revise the capital programme to replace the retained pest control vehicle in the next two years; and

3.
approve the recommended locations made by the Parish and Town Councils as set out in the report.

800
NEED FOR DECLARATION OF DOG CONTROL ORDER – POLICY DECISION

The Director of Development Services submitted a report informing Committee of the need to replace the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act Order 1998 with a Dog Control Order.  He gave the background to this and outlined the issues and benefits to the Council along with the significant administrative procedures which would need to take place for this to happen.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee decided that there was not a sufficient need at this time to replace the existing Dogs (Fouling of Land) arrangements but that it be reviewed again at a later stage, if it appears that a clear need has arisen to prepare a Dog Control Order.

801
CAPITAL PROGRAMME 2007/2008

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information on the capital programme for this Committee for the forthcoming financial year 2007/2008.  Members asked questions regarding the Capital Project Evaluation data supplied for a number of schemes.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

802
CLITHEROE TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of the current situation regarding the Clitheroe Tourist Information Centre, and informed Committee that although there had been a temporary reprieve of this service, options were still being considered for an alternative site that would be developed further over the coming months to include potential costings and resource implications.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

803
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

The Director of Development Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on emergency planning, corporate business continuity plan, smokefree workplaces and the appointment of an Environmental Health Officer.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

804
REFERENCES FOR OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES 

There were no references to this Committee.  

805
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Sowter gave a brief report on his attendance at the Lancashire Waste Partnership meeting.  

The meeting closed at 8.32pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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