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RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 
REPORT TO PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Agenda Item No.   9 
meeting date:  8 FEBRUARY 2018 
title:   INCREASE IN PLANNING APPLICATION FEES 
submitted by:  DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES  
principal author: JOHN MACHOLC, HEAD OF PLANNING SERVICES  
 

1 PURPOSE 
 
1.1 To advise and update Committee in relation to the recent increase planning application 

fees which came into effect on 17 January 2018. 
 
1.2 Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities 
 

• Community Objectives - To ensure the Council is a well managed and efficient 
authority. 

 
• Corporate Priorities - To ensure the Council is a well managed and efficient authority. 
 
• Other Considerations – To ensure the Council is a well managed and efficient 

authority. 
 
2 BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 On 21 February 2017 the Council received a letter from the Department for Communities 

and Local Government (DCLG) offering to increase fees by 20%.  The Council accepted 
the fee increase and agreed to ‘ring fence’ the additional income to be spent on planning 
services. DCLG were advised In March 2017 from the Council’s Section 151 Officer 
which accepted the increase in fees and confirmed the additional income will be “spent 
entirely on the planning function”. 

 
2.2 The fee schedule is attached to this report and is available on the Council’s web page. 
 https://www.ribblevalley.gov.uk/downloads/download/5275/planning_application_fees. 
 
2.3 As well as the 20% increase the new fee schedules also introduces some other minor 

changes such as the introduction of a new category for Applications for Permission in 
Principle. This is for an application for technical details consent for sites granted 
permission in principle through the Brownfield register which each Council is required 
to maintain. 

 
3 ISSUES 
 
3.1  The budget for planning application fee income for 2017/18 is approximately £550,000. 

Planning Income can be volatile as a significant proportion is generated by a small 
number of large developments. 

 
3.2  A 20% increase is likely to result in an additional income of around £70,000. As the 

Council is obliged to spend the additional income on the planning service there is no 
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overall impact on the budget and it gives an opportunity to examine the overall service 
and how the additional income could be utilised.  

 
4 RISK ASSESSMENT 
 
4.1 The approval of this report may have the following implications 
 

• Resources – No impact on existing resources 
 

• Technical, Environmental and Legal – No direct implications 
 

• Political – No direct implications 
 

• Reputation – Depending on how the additional income is spent and the possible 
benefits to the planning service it could enhance the reputation and assist in being a 
well managed authority.  

 
• Equality & Diversity –  No issues identified in relation to this report 

 
5 CONCLUSION 
 
5.1 That Committee note the report. 
 
 
 
 
 
JOHN MACHOLC JOHN HEAP 
HEAD OF PLANNING SERVICES  DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES  
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
 
Fixing Our Broken Housing Market - The Government's Housing White Paper: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/590 
463/Fixing_our_broken_housing_market_-_accessible_version.pdf 
 
A Guide to Fees for Planning Applications in England: 
https://ecab.planningportal.co.uk/uploads/english_application_fees.pdf 
 
 
For further information please ask for John Macholc, extension 4502.  
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