	



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 29 March 2007 starting at 7.15pm

Present:

Marjorie Birch (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives

P Butterfield


Aighton Bailey & Chaigley

P Young


Balderstone

R Schofield


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley

S Sturrock


Chatburn & Read

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

R Hargreaves


Clitheroe 

C Corlett


Gisburn 

J Cowling


Grindleton

M Pearson


Hothersall

F Priest


Longridge

A Dales


Mellor

A Mashiter


Read

C Law



Read

A Ormand


Ribchester

R A Whittaker


Rimington & Middop

A Howarth


Sabden

I R Hirst


Simonstone

J B Hill



Simonstone

R K Jackson


Waddington

E Ronnan


Whalley

In attendance: Chief Executive, Housing Manager, Principal Auditor and Policy Development Officer.

861
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillor M Robinson and from the following Parish Representatives:

K Winstanley


Bowland Forest (Higher)

E Miller


Bowland Forest (Lower Division)

J Hampson


Bowland with Leagram

A Yearing


Clitheroe 

R Skoczen


Clayton-le-Dale

D Hicks


Longridge

P Boardman


Ramsgreave

A Brown


Ribchester

J Lawson


Slaidburn & Easginton

D Midgeley


Waddington

J Robinson


Wilpshire

J Brown


Whalley

862
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 1 February 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman with the addition of Councillor G H Sowter and Jean Lawson – Slaidburn and Easington to the attendance list for that meeting.

863
MATTERS ARISING

a)
Minute 719 – Conservation Areas Public Consultation


A  member questioned the progress with this particular item and it was agreed that the Forward Planning Manager would speak to Councillor Ranson to give him that update.  

864
ParISH Councils’ INSURANCE

Committee received Lisa Smith and Terry Courtney from Zurich Municipal Insurance Ltd.  The Chairman reminded Committee that Hothersall Parish Council had raised the issue of high insurance premiums at an earlier meeting in 2006.  Subsequently Zurich Municipal had attended Committee in August 2006 and listened to a variety of concerns from Parish Councils.  They agreed to look at the issues raised and come back with proposals for further consideration by Parish Councils.  

Terry commented that each Parish Council which met Zurich’s small parish criteria which included such items as no village halls, were encouraged to complete a questionnaire which they had brought with them to the meeting.  Zurich would then process all enquiries from relevant Parishes and would work out appropriate discounts based on each individual Parish Council rather than as a collective policy.

Members then discussed the definition of a small Parish Council and the likely level of discounts.

RESOLVED:
That Terry and Lisa be thanked for their attendance and Parish Councils be encouraged to complete the Zurich questionnaires to trigger any small Parish Council discounts.

865
HOUSING STOCK TRANSFER

The Housing Manager updated Members on the current position with regards to housing stock transfer.  The Council had chosen its preferred partner who were Vicinity, a Registered Social Landlord from Runcorn.  They had been selected following a thorough and exhaustive selection process.  Council officers were now working closely with them on both formal and informal consultations.  Much work was still needed to be done to give all tenants as much information as possible so that they were aware of all the issues when the time came to ballot on housing stock transfer in mid October 2007.

The Housing Manager reminded Members that 50% of tenants must vote in that ballot and of those there had to be a 51% majority if the stock transfer was to continue.  If a positive vote was recorded, the stock transfer would take place in March 2008.  A new organisation would be set up to run the Ribble Valley Council Housing stock and there would be an office in Clitheroe town centre.  She also commented that all current housing stock would transfer over to this new company.  

Members then raised a number of issues including what would happen to garage and landscape sites and in particular, regarding rent guarantees and rent levels.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

866
PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS – NOMINATIONS UPDATE

The Chief Executive reported on the number of Parish Council nominations which had been received at 12 noon today and reminded Members that the deadline for all nominations was 12 noon on 4 April 2007.  He also gave details of the election timetable and dealt specifically with postal votes, poll cards and the arrangements for the counts.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

867
SPEED INDICATOR DEVICES (SPIDS)

The Policy Development Officer presented a report to Committee explaining the issues around the location, deployment and maintenance of speed indicator devices in the Ribble Valley.  He reminded Members of the recent history of SPIDS which had been trialled in the Ribble Valley in 2004.  There were currently three such devices, two of which were owned by the police and one was owned jointly by three Parish Councils at Chatburn, Grindleton and West Bradford.  The responsibility for the maintenance and deployment of these devices had initially been the responsibility of Clitheroe police.  

Lancashire County Council had always had a concern about proliferation of these devices and their relative effectiveness as they became more numerous.  There were also concerns about insurance and third party liability.  This has resulted in a decision that only police officers would be allowed to move the signs between identified locations.  However, recent legal advice given to the Lancashire County Council had informed the view that provided several conditions were met, Parish Lengthsmen could also be employed to deploy the signs.

Recently, five Ribble Valley Parish Councils had bid for funding towards the purchase of a SPID for their particular area.  These bids had been considered and agreed at Policy and Finance Committee on 27 March 2007.  The concern now was that with a potential six extra signs, this would pose further demands on an already over stretched staffing resource.  The Policy Development Officer felt it was vital that Parish Councils and officers of three agencies concerned, should meet as a matter of urgency to discuss and agree a way forward for the future location, deployment and maintenance of speed indicator devices across the Council's area.  

Members then discussed this matter in some detail and also voiced their concern about possible obstacles to the location of these devices which were requested by various Parish Councils.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the current capacity issues being experienced by the police in relation to the deployment of maintenance of speed indicator devices;

2.
take into consideration the possible extra locations for these devices being requested by five Parish Councils; and

3.
agree that representatives from those five Parish Councils together with officers from Ribble Valley Borough Council, the Lancashire County Council and the police should meet as a matter of urgency to resolve the issues around the deployment and maintenance of speed indicator devices in the Ribble Valley.   

868
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS

a)
Simonstone – available ways of dealing with noise complaints.  


The Clerk to Simonstone Parish Council circulated a paper from Simonstone Parish Council setting out the details of a particular issue which had faced their Parish and a suggested way of resolving the issue via the Council buying into an out of hours service for noise complaints run by Blackburn with Darwen and Hyndburn. 


The Housing Manager reported that the Council did not have an out of hours service for noise complaints along the lines of the one currently operated by Blackburn with Darwen and Hyndburn.  She drew Members’ attention to the fact that this service would cost this Council £30,000 and would only provide a noise monitoring service and no enforcement.  Her view was that this was not an effective way of dealing with noise problems.  She also reminded Members of the legal powers which environmental health officers had and were able to use in such instances.


The Clerk to Simonstone Parish Council expressed the concerns of his Parish Council over the problems which had been facing the residents of Fountains Avenue, Simonstone.  He was also concerned at what he considered to be conflicting advice given by the police at two separate meetings and sought clarification on what powers the police actually had at their disposal.  


Both the Chairman and Chief Executive gave their comments on the willingness and ability of the police to respond to this kind of complaint.

RESOLVED:
That the matter be noted.

869
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman stated that the provisional date for the next meeting of this Committee was Thursday, 14 June 2007 starting at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 8.34pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).

(290307)




M Fielding


E M H Ranson


C Ross


G H Sowter


D Taylor


C Warkman
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