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1 PURPOSE 
 
1.1 To inform Committee of the relaxation of licensing hours on 19 and 20 May 2018.  
 
1.2 Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities 
 

•  Community Objectives -     } 
 

• Corporate Priorities -         } 
 

• Other Considerations -    } 
 
2 BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 The Government considers that the marriage of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle is 

an event of exceptional national significance.  On 7 January 2018 it launched a 
consultation to seek views on whether to relax licensing hours across England and 
Wales. The consultation closed on 4 February 2018. 

 
2.2 The Government proposed to make a licensing hours order under section 172 of the 

Licensing Act 2003 which would extend opening hours to 1am on Saturday 19 May 
2018 and 1am on Sunday 20 May 2018 (i.e. Friday and Saturday night extensions)  
for the sale of alcohol for consumption in licensed premises in England and Wales. 

 
3 ISSUES 
 
3.1 The Government published its response to the consultation at the beginning of 

March 2018.  A copy of this is enclosed as Appendix 1.  The Government had 
received 183 response to the online consultation and also sought more detailed 
written response from the Local Government Association, the National Association of 
Licensing and Enforcement Officers, the Institute of Licensing, Alcohol Concern, the 
Institute of Alcohol Studies, the Association of Police and Crime Commissioners, the 
National Police Chiefs’ Councils Licensing Group, the National Organisation of 
Residents Associations, the Beer and Pub Association, the Association of Licensed 
Multiple Retailers, the wine and Spirits Trade Association and the Welsh 
Government. 

 
3.2 Having considered all responses received the Government has decided to proceed 

with the proposal to relax licensing hours for the Royal Wedding.  The relaxation will 
apply in England and Wales.  The order will apply to premises licensed for the sale 
of alcohol for consumption on the premises including the provision of late night 
refreshment where those premises are already licensed to provide this.  The 
Government stated that it believes that 1am is an acceptable cut off time and 
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premises wishing to extend their hours beyond this can do so using a Temporary 
Event Notice. 

 
 
4 RISK ASSESSMENT 
 
4.1 The approval of this report may have the following implications 
 

• Resources – No implications identified. 
 

• Technical, Environmental and Legal - No implications identified. 
 

• Political - No implications identified. 
 

• Reputation – No implications identified. 
 

•  Equality & Diversity – No implications identified. 
 

 
5 CONCLUSION 
 
5.1 Committee is asked to note the contents of the report. 
 
 
 
 
 
MAIR HILL       MARSHAL SCOTT 
SOLICITOR            CHIEF EXECUTIVE   
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For further information please ask for Mair Hill, extension 3216. 
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