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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To formally adopt the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) as the Council‘s approach to engaging the local community in developing future spatial planning in the Borough.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions - As part of the Local Development Framework (LDF), the Statement of Community Involvement discussed in this report will have a key role in engaging the wider community in the development of future spatial planning policy in the Borough.

· Community Objectives - The matters covered in this report will contribute to the objective of providing  Access for All as outlined in the Community Strategy in that it aims to provide opportunities for wider community participation.

· Corporate Priorities -The SCI seeks to promote community engagement in developing future spatial  planning documents through the adoption of a set of formal processes.

· Other Considerations – The Council has a statutory duty to prepare its Local Development Framework, of  which the SCI is a mandatory part.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The approach to development plans is now very different to the previous systems of producing a local plan.  The  importance of community engagement has been shown to be a key factor when planning documents have been subject to Examination by the Planning Inspectorate.  It is now not acceptable to produce a plan without ensuring  that a wide debate on all the issues affecting land use and the wider spatial implications of development has happened within the community and other stakeholders.

2.2
What is an SCI?


This Statement of Community Involvement sets out how the Borough Council will involve the community in the Planning Process, both in the preparation of planning policy and involvement in planning applications.  The SCI sets out the locally agreed “ground rules” to which both the community and the Council “sign up to.”

2.3
The Borough Council has involved the community in the planning process for many years, but the new planning system seeks a step change in the level of involvement.  Tapping into the community’s expertise and insight on local issues has been proved to produce better planning.  In turn, community involvement helps create a wider        sense of public ownership of planning policy and a greater pride in locality

2.4
It is important that all involved in planning understand how the process will operate, at what time and in what manner they should contribute.  The various processes outlined in the SCI aim to clarify these matters.

2.5
The Council’s Submission version of the SCI of March 2006 was examined by the Planning Inspectorate, as required by legislation (Section 20 Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004).  This involved subjecting it to     a series of Tests of Soundness (set out in Planning Policy Statement 12 Para 3.10).  In addition to this formal representations on the Submission SCI were made by various interested parties to the Council, which were all passed on to the Inspectorate for their consideration, together with the Council’s individual responses.   In some of these cases the Council proposed amendments to the SCI, in others not so.  The final decision on any amendments to the document however is the Inspectorate and its comments are binding on the Council.

2.6
The Inspector’s binding Report was received by the Council on the 7 March 2007 proposing a series of amendments.  The full report can be viewed at Level D reception.   My view is that all should be accepted and they have been incorporated in an Amended SCI version titled “Draft Adoption Statement of Community Involvement” attached to this report. (see Appendix. Note amendments are underlined).
3
RISK ASSESSMENT

3.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources - The resources relating to this document are contained within existing budgets and planning  delivery grant provision.
· Technical, Environmental and Legal - The Council has a statutory duty to undertake extensive consultation in developing its Local Development Framework for the future. The Council will need to demonstrate to an Inspector that the various LDF documents have included significant community engagement developed through the mechanisms laid out in the SCI. 
· Political – There are no direct political implications. 
· Reputation - The opportunity to invite greater public involvement in the preparation of its planning documents could offer the opportunity for wider public recognition.
4
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
4.1
 Formally adopt the SCI effective from 26th April 2007 and instruct the Director of Development Services to publish the adopted SCI together with the Inspector’s Report, in accord with the regulations
Director of Development Services 

BACKGROUND PAPERS  

1.
Appendix -Draft Adoption SCI April 2007 (Amendments underlined)

For further information please ask for Phil Dagnall, extension 4570
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