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1
PURPOSE

1.1
The report is to advise members of progress on the Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS). 

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions –The RSS provides the strategic framework within which the Council sets its planning policy.

· Community Objectives –Planning policy will help in protecting and enhancing environmental quality.

· Corporate Priorities – The matters dealt with in this report refer directly to the priority of matching the supply of affordable homes with identified need and protecting and enhancing existing environmental quality of the area.
·  Other Considerations – The Council has a statutory duty to ensure its planning framework is consistent with RSS.

2.        INFORMATION
2.1
The draft RSS was recently subject to a formal Public Examination by an Independent Inspector. The report of the panel has now been published. The draft RSS was previously considered by committee and a number of representations were submitted to the Secretary of State. Not all representations form part of the Examination as the Panel identify those matters that they wish to look at in more detail and debate at the Examination. 
The full Panel report is some 454 pages. It is available via the internet and can be downloaded. The following web sites provide access.  

· www.gos.gov.uk/gonw
· www.northwesteip.co.uk
The report is also available for reference at the planning reception counter on level D of the Council Offices. 

2.2 
Once adopted the RSS replaces County Structure Plans. The Development Plan for the area will then comprise the RSS and the Borough Council's Local Development Framework. At present the programme for the RSS is that the Government intend to publish Proposed Changes to the draft in the autumn when there will be an opportunity to comment during further public consultation. It is hoped by Government that the final RSS will be published early in 2008.

2.3      The Examination considered a number of key aspects that are set out in   

           the Panel Report, but of particular relevance to the Councils    

           representations are the findings on Green Belt review, housing and   

           business land. In regard to Green Belt, the panel seek to support the  

           presumption against exceptional substantial strategic change to the  

           Lancashire Green Belt. Local changes would have to be agreed with the  

           NWRA and examined through the Local Development Framework   

           process.

2.4     The provision of housing proposed for the Ribble Valley remains unaltered with 
the strategic figure to be applied to the district remaining at 2900 between 2003 
and 2021. This is annualised to 161 units per year as a mean annual increase. 
This will be the level of housing provision to be taken into account in developing 
the Local Development Framework and in determining planning applications 
once the RSS starts to be applied.

2.5     The draft RSS did not provide for District based figures of Business and  

           employment land which means there are no specific requirements   

           identified. This was the subject of representations from many district 

           authorities including Ribble Valley, concerned that the lack of a strategic  

           figure was inappropriate. The panel share the concerns expressed and  

           looked at a number of methods for dealing with the distribution of  

           employment land.  

2.6    The Panel concluded that each suggested method raised a number of   issues 
but specifically that an absence of data meant that they could not recommend 
a figure for each local authority. They would like to see the issue addressed now 
or if necessary in an early review of the RSS. This does give us some cause for 
concern in that in the absence of a specific allocation the Council will need to 
demonstrate with its own evidence the need for employment land in an 
environment of substantial development pressure particularly for housing.
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