
RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL

REPORT TO HOUSING COMMITTEE

Agenda Item No.

meeting date:
THURSDAY, 7 JUNE 2007

title:
YOUTH HOMELESSNESS EDUCATION EVENT

submitted by:
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

principal author:
CHRISTINE GRIMSHAW – HOUSING MANAGER

1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Housing Committee of the recent success of an education programme carried out with Year 10 pupils in the Ribble Valley on youth homelessness.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions – To match the supply of homes in our area with identified need and to make people’s lives safer and healthier.

· Community Objectives – Access for all, community cohesion and housing.

· Other Considerations – Statutory responsibilities under the Housing and Homelessness Act 2002.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
At the last Housing Committee in March, Members approved an action plan for the next 2 years in respect of homelessness.  One of the key priorities highlighted in the strategy and action plan was the increase in numbers of presentations from young people (16 – 21 year olds).  

2.2
The strategy highlighted the specific problems associated with dealing with presentations from this age group which includes:

· lack of appropriate temporary accommodation;

· limited suitable move on accommodation (permanent);

· lack of professional support to ensure tenancies are sustained and repeat homelessness is avoided.

2.3
The action plan included targeting Year 10 pupils of all local secondary schools to educate them in relation to:

· reasons for homelessness;

· risks associated with homelessness;

· mediation;

· services that can assist.

2.4
This education programme was delivered in April 2007 by Cragrats an educational theatre group.

3.
UPDATE

3.1
Four of out six Ribble Valley schools agreed to take part in the education programme.

3.2
The format for the half day session included a short introduction by Ribble Valley staff, highlighting key statistics in relation to youth homelessness, a 30 minute drama production undertaken by Cragrats followed by a 30 minute question and answer session and workshop.

3.3
The production was funny but thought provoking and stimulated good discussion.  Set out at Appendix A is the feedback received from both teachers and pupils who attended the sessions.

3.4
Follow up work based on the comments made by teachers and students will be undertaken by the Housing Needs Section to build on the success of the Cragrats education sessions.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications
· Resources – The cost of the education programme was financed from within the Council’s Homeless Strategy Budget..

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – None.
· Political – None.

· Reputation – Feedback from the event has been passed to the Council’s press officer and Corporate Policy team for both publicity and external assessment purposes.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
 Note the contents of the report.
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