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REPORT


Audience Details

	School
	Date
	Performance

Number of pupils attending
	Number of

pupil forms completed

	Bowland High School
	24/4/07
	77
	77

	Clitheroe Royal Grammar School
	27/4/07
	117
	117

	Longridge High School A Maths and Computing College
	25/4/07
	132
	132

	Ribblesdale High School Technology College
	26/4/07
	246
	241


Summary of Findings

· 97% of students enjoyed the presentation.

· 92% learned more about how homelessness is a problem for young people in the Ribble Valley.

· 59% learned that kipping on a mate’s sofa still counts as being homeless (26% already knew.)  

· 89% became more aware of the risks young people face if they are homeless.

· 83% learned more about ways to avoid being homeless.

· 97% learned more about the alternatives to homelessness.  

· 91% are more aware of where to go for help and advice.

· 78% feel more confident about discussing and resolving problems at home.

“Stereotypes of homeless people aren’t always true and I learnt that more people are homeless than it seems.  It is easier to become homeless than I previously thought.”

“That it can be anyone just like us.  People sitting around me now could become homeless.”

“How little it takes to become homeless and how hard it is to overcome.”

“If you are having problems, talk to someone before they get out of hand.”

“Don’t walk out over petty arguments, it’s not worth it.”

“There are other choices rather than just leaving home.”

“There is always help available in some form and this comforted me as I know that if I ever need help there is someone to talk to.”

“Solve your problems by talking, not running away.”

· 100% of adults enjoyed the presentation and found it useful.

· 84% said the presentation will help them talk to students about the problems facing homeless young people. 

· 100% say the presentation has been beneficial for students and that it has made them more aware of the issues of homelessness.

· 95% believe it has encouraged students to seek help if needed. 

Presentation Response Analysis - Pupils

567 Pupils completed evaluation forms
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counts as being homeless?
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Talking things through can make a difference - 63%

The mediation service can help with problems at home - 30%

Early mediation can make a big difference to solving problems -

27%

Ribble Valley Council can offer 'time out' places to help a family

problem cool off - 53%

There are only a small number of hostel places available - 63%  
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Presentation Response Analysis - Adults

25 Adults completed evaluation forms
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Problems facing homeless young people - 84%

Alternatives to homelessness - 48%

Sources of help and advice - 64%
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Please say why:

Down to earth; spoke on their wavelength.

It focuses on the reasons.  Helps them to realise they are not alone.

Allowed pupils an opportunity to explore a topic not previously covered.

Explored an idea they do not come across too often.  Not connected with the issue – but to observe the use of drama to explore issues.

It was informative and well presented.

Made them think about stereotypes of homelessness and made them aware of types of homelessness and sources of help and advice.

The input during the workshop suggested that the experience of the presentation had made them think about the issue.

It is a subject which young people in this school may not think could apply to them.

Made the pupils aware that homelessness can affect all people regardless of class, wealth and education.

Made them realise that it could happen to anyone.

Informative / enjoyable.

Relevant / pitched at the right level.

Makes the point that it could happen to anyone.

It dealt with all of the above in 2b. Very thought-provoking.  Excellent and thank you.

Students can clearly see the lack of benefits and dangers facing homeless people.

Family differences are a big part in splits and students need to know about accessing services at RVBC.

Made them aware that people like them can be homeless.
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Qualitative Feedback – Pupils

To treat the homeless like an everyday person and work hard in life to achieve my goals.

When in an argument you can use different techniques to cool down.

Learn to talk to people and don’t judge homeless people on the outside.

I learned that talking instead of arguing can help and don’t start shouting.

Help and listen to others.

Not just drugs and alcohol make people homeless.

Understanding they are just normal people like us, not the stereotypical image we see.

There is always a reason for a person being homeless and it is not their fault.

Try to resolve an argument or just walk away.

Talking problems through can make a difference.

This applies to me because I might be ending up homeless myself through having no one to live with.

Share your problems with other people and they might be able to help.  Think carefully about your choices.

Talking things through with your family, friends and people around can help.

To realise how respectful you have to be to have a successful relationship.

It could happen to anybody.

That I shouldn’t be afraid to talk to people about my problems.

It can happen to anyone, not just the stereotypical.  Show respect to the homeless, they have problems.

To work hard in life and you will get the best out of it.

To appreciate homeless people more and respect that they must have problems and need to be helped; it’s not always their fault.

To respect others, back off when arguing and not be too complacent.

It’s better to talk things through.

Talk about things. Resolve issues.

How little it takes to become homeless and how hard it is to overcome.

There is always help available in some form and this comforted me as I know that if I ever need help there is someone to talk to.

I learnt about the general definition and situations of homeless people and about the limited places at youth hostels – and that listening is VITAL!

Homelessness is worse than I thought but there are more things you can do about it.

Stereotypes of homeless people aren’t always true and I learnt that more people are homeless than it seems.  It is easier to become homeless than I previously thought.

That you don’t have to live on the street to be homeless.

Homelessness is often caused by bad relationships so keeping good ones will help.

Communicate – it helps – lots.

Anyone can become homeless, not just people with a bad background and no education.

That homelessness is a big problem in the Ribble Valley, even though we don’t see people sleeping on the streets.

If you are having problems, talk to someone before they get out of hand.

Solve your problems by talking, not running away.

To get on with my parents and listen to their views with an open mind.

Respect the fact that not all homeless people take drugs and drink and that they could have a serious problem.

It can be anyone who could become homeless, even if they are like me.  You don’t have to live on the streets.

That it can be anyone just like us.  People sitting around me now could become homeless.

It makes me think twice about homeless people and the things that they go through and to think before I speak.

Don’t walk out over petty arguments, it’s not worth it.

That listening and discussing issues with someone you trust is important.

Try and make sure I always have someone to talk to if I’m having trouble at home or school.

That you need to do well in school and you should talk to friends and family if you have a problem.

There are other choices rather than just leaving home.

Think about your options before making the decision to walk out.

Stay close to your family and do well at school.

There are many different forms of homelessness but most can be resolved.

Qualitative Feedback – Adults

Very well done.

Full of admiration for CragRats.

Good session with a mixture of learning styles.  Friendly and non-judgmental.

The workshop was good; the kids enjoyed it.  Subtle but brought the pupils’ attention to the issues.

Think there should be some sort of follow-up – school / Youth Service / RVBC etc.

Advise them of actual Year 10 homeless numbers now.  Point out the Connexions Adviser and maybe introduce the RVBC officers.  Small card for contacts to form teachers.

Could ask for personal experiences or if they know anyone who has been homeless.

Perhaps split into small groups for discussion.

Ribble Valley Council


Homelessness Awareness – Year 10
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