	



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 22 May 2007 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services, Chief Executive and Financial Services Manager.

Also in attendance:  Councillors S Sutcliffe and M Ranson.

39

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors D Eccleston and B Jones.

40
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 13 March 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

41

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Margaret Sutcliffe declared an interest in Agenda Item No. 8 on Roefield Leisure Centre.

42
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The Chairman welcomed Tony Rodia, Manager of Roefield Leisure Centre and Richard Jackson from Clitheroe The Future to the meeting.  Mr Rodia informed Committee that, with the support of the Council, Roefield Leisure Centre had a chance to expand and felt that this would be good value for money as it would be improving health through sport and activity.  He highlighted some financial problems with regard to the expansion and the possible need to change the details of the lease agreement.   He also informed Councillors that there was a time limit for this expansion as the ‘Clitheroe The Future’ grant needs to be spent by March 2008.  He urged a positive response from the Council.

Richard Jackson informed Committee that in 2002 ‘Clitheroe The Future’ had carried out a health check of Roefield and found that they had a capacity problem.  He highlighted that this was a very important facility for the community and that since 2004 they had been working with Roefield on this matter.   Again, he also urged a quick and efficient decision from the Council in order for this expansion to go ahead. 

43
AUTHORISATION OF OFFICERS SMOKE FREE WORKPLACE AND ADOPTION OF ENFORCEMENT PROTOCOL

The Director of Community Services referred to the report of the Environmental Health Manager asking Committee to authorise officers of the Environmental Health Section and Police Community Support Officers to enforce smoke free workplace legislation and to consider and approve the adoption of a related enforcement protocol.  He informed Committee that the regulation made under the Health Act 2006 which prohibits smoking in enclosed workplaces and public places, places a duty on the local district authority to enforce legislation and contains powers for duly authorised officers and details of fixed penalty notices.  He informed Committee that £2,000 had already been spent on a local awareness campaign from which many queries had ensued.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the report;

2.
approve the authorisation of the following officers for enforcement purposes in connection with the Health Act 2006 and the Regulations made there or any Act or Regulations amending or replacing these:

· Director of Development Services 

· Environmental Health Manager

· Senior Environmental Health Officers

· Environmental Health Officers

· Environmental Health Technicians

· Enforcement Officer (Licensing and Environmental Health)

· Police Community Support Officers; and

· any other officers duly authorised by the Chief Executive or Director of Development Services. 

3.
approve the smoke free enforcement protocol for implementation and use within the Borough.

44
CLITHEROE TOWN CENTRE FOOTWAY SURFACING

The Director of Development Services submitted a report for Committee’s information on the Lancashire County Council’s consultation proposals for the resurfacing of Clitheroe Town Centre footways.  Committee were informed that this report would also be considered by the Planning and Development Committee and Lancashire Locals.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

45
DUAL USE ARRANGEMENT AT LONGRIDGE AND BOWLAND HIGH SCHOOLS

The Director of Community Services submitted a report bringing Community Committee up to date with negotiations for the future community use at Longridge and Bowland.  He reminded Members that for some time the Council had been unhappy with the dual use agreement at Longridge and that it was currently serving 12 months notice to terminate the agreement.  However, he was now pleased to report that a financial model had been produced by the County Council which would allow for a calculation of costs on an hourly rate which could be reviewed based on the facilities included and the number of hours required.  This hourly rate would include operational costs only and the Council’s contribution would be calculated on hours used.  

The restriction on daytime use at the school would still require the relocation of the fitness room to the Civic Hall and the Director of Community Services reported that an opportunity had arisen through the location of a children’s centre at the Civic Hall to include a permanent fitness facility.  

Bowland High School had estimated that the costs associated with opening the sports hall for community use would be £18 per hour and that based on current usage it was estimated that this would cost the Council £1500 to £2000 per year.  

Councillors were pleased that after a long period of time there appeared to be a way forward with regard to the Longridge Sports Centre and felt that an hourly rate was the way to move forward.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
note the content of the report;

2.
approve the drafting of a new agreement for Longridge based on the new financial model for Committee to consider;

3.
agree this agreement should be mirrored at Bowland High School;

4.
agree to the permanent relocation of the fitness room to the Civic Hall subject to available funds;  and

5.
officers be asked to draft a business plan for the future of community use access at the three sites.

Councillor Margaret Sutcliffe declared an interest in the next item of business and left the meeting.

46
FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS AT ROEFIELD LEISURE CENTRE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee on the proposals presented by Roefield for expansion of facilities at the centre and their implications for the Council.   He referred to the comments made by both Tony Rodia and Richard Jackson with regard to the situation at Roefield and their identified need to expand their operation in order to guarantee their future survival.  He highlighted that each of the options open to Roefield required additional funding than currently available to make them happen and reported that Roefield had carried out a detailed assessment of the financial implications and were confident that within the existing market environment the loans needed to deliver their preferred option could easily be managed by the additional revenue generation.  The Director of Community Services pointed out, however, that none of the schemes were achievable without the cooperation of the Council – either through the provision of a loan, changes to the lease to allow them to borrow against the facility or a combination of the two.  Several members asked questions with regard to the current lease and expressed the view that Roefield was a desirable venue for sporting activities which was well supported by the Community and should be supported by the Borough Council in whatever way possible.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the contents of the report and the letter from Roefield;

2.
agree in principle to amend the lease to allow Roefield to borrow funds to deliver their expansion plans and that this be considered by Policy and Finance Committee;  and

3. 
agree that Roefield’s request for the provision of the loan be deferred until a satisfactory business plan has been provided. 

Councillor Sutcliffe returned to the meeting.

47
CLITHEROE SKATE PARK

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee on the use of the facility over the past twelve months and asking for consideration for some amendments to the existing lease.  He reminded Committee that the skate park is one of the region’s best outdoor parks and that it is operated through a lease arrangement by Oasis.  He reported that Oasis had produced their first annual report for the park which also contained details of key successes and areas for improvement.  Oasis now felt that after carrying out its review the lease should be amended to allow a small charge to be levied on the users which would in turn help to extend supervision and contribute towards maintenance issues and event programmes.  

Committee considered the requests and had some concerns about health and safety issues relating to the skate park and felt the need for a risk assessment to be carried out.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee defer any decision as to whether to change the lease on Clitheroe skate park and ask Oasis to make a presentation to the next meeting of this Committee and provide a risk assessment of health and safety issues at the skate park, as a matter of urgency.

48
CASTLE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report bring Committee up to date with the progress on both work to improve the Castle Keep and the Heritage Lottery Project for the museum and associated buildings. He informed Committee that the official switch on of the lights which will now light up the Castle had taken place last week and that the Council should be proud of the developments.  He informed Committee that after asking for expressions of interest from potential contractors for the work to be carried out at the Castle a select list has been drawn up and approval to be invited to tender for the contract had taken place.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee note the contents of the report and endorse the Chair’s and Shadow Chair’s acceptance of the select list of contractors. 

49
USE OF FRAMEWORK AGREEMENTS – Committee APPROVAL

The Director of Community Services submitted a report asking Committee’s approval for the use of framework agreements for the purchase of goods.  He informed Committee that on 26 September 2006 Policy and Finance Committee had approved a revised set of contractual procedures.  These replaced the previous standing orders and introduced a new document referred to as the Contract Procedure Rules.  Where the new contract procedure rules do not apply to certain types of transactions a separate approval by the Council is required.  He reminded Committee that it was now necessary to purchase three new refuse collection/recycling vehicles as part of the capital programme which would then equip our fleet ready to roll out the three stream refuse collection.   This would also apply to the purchase of the wheeled bins that were needed to introduce the new style of service.  In the past the Council had made use of the Yorkshire Purchasing Organisation as a central purchasing body for many years and it was felt appropriate to extend their use to other areas of purchasing.  Committee asked various questions with regard to the framework and the Yorkshire Purchasing Organisation with specific regard to guarantees, warranties and liability.  

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee approve the use of the Yorkshire Purchasing Organisation Framework Agreement for the purchase of three refuse collection/recycling vehicles and wheeled bins in connection with the roll out of the three stream refuse collection and recycling service;

2.
the general use of framework agreements for other purchasing made by this Committee of goods and services in the future be considered by the Policy and Finance Committee; and

3.
approval of a successful tender prior to acceptance be delegated to the Director of Community Services in consultation with the Chairman.

50
REPORT OF DISTRICT/COUNTY BUS SHELTERS TASK GROUP

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for information on the final report of the Lancashire County Council Overview and Scrutiny Committee; Joint District/County Bus Shelters Task Group. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

51
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

The Director of Development Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on the Clitheroe Market Working Group, Castle Cement Liaison Committee, Responsibility for Stray Dogs Service and additional dog waste bins.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

52
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information  which included updates on sports development, Longridge Sports Centre, Ribblesdale Pool, healthy lifestyles and tourism and arts.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

53
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Mary Robinson reported upon her attendance at the Citizen’s Advice Bureau along with Councillor Lois Rimmer.

Councillor Graham Sowter reported upon his attendance at the Lancashire County Council Overview and Scrutiny Committee meeting that considered the provision of household waste centres in Lancashire.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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