	



Minutes of Licensing Committee
Meeting Date:

Monday, 29 November 2004 starting at 7pm

Present:


Councillor C Sterry (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Legal Services. 

536

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors A Knox, M Ranson and M Robinson.

537

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 30 September 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

538

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

539

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

540

PROGRESS REPORT

The Director of Legal Services submitted a report informing Committee on the progress being made to implement the Licensing Act 2003.  He reminded Members that there was to be a one day training course for Members of the Licensing Committee and officers that would take place on Thursday, 9 December 2004 and that any Councillors who hadn’t yet expressed an interest in attending this training course could do so.  

With regard to the staffing implications of the Licensing Act, the Director of Legal Services informed Committee that the Personnel Committee had accepted his recommendation and agreed that the Director of Legal Services Personal Assistant would be working full time for the period 1 January 2005 to 31 March 2006 and that the employment of any necessary staff on a temporary basis subject to all costs being met from the fee income received, had been delegated to himself.

With regard to the licensing policy, the Director of Legal Services reported that the Policy and Finance Committee had made two small amendments to this and it would now be recommended to the Council for approval.  

The Director of Legal Services informed Committee that he had formulated a response to the Gambling Bill that had been considered by the Policy and Finance Committee.  The transfer of the responsibility for the licensing of casinos to local authorities had been welcomed, provided that individual local authorities would have the right, if they so wished, to prevent any new casinos in their area.  With regard to publicity of the new Licensing Bill, the Director of Legal Services informed Committee that information packs would be prepared to send to all existing licensees and a meeting would be arranged with the police to go through the application process with the licensees.  Magistrates courts would soon start issuing notices to everyone applying for occasional licences and the British Institute of In-keeping and the British Beer and Pub Association had published a licensing fact sheet that was now available.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
receive the report;

2.
endorse the response of the Policy and Finance Committee as regards the Gambling Bill; and

3.
approve the methods of publicity already in hand as regards the changes brought about by the Licensing Act 2003.  

541 

CONSULTATION ON FEE LEVELS

The Director of Legal Services submitted a report outlining a Government consultation paper on fee levels to be established by regulation under the Licensing Act 2003.  He informed Committee that the closing date for comments was 23 December 2004.  The Director of Legal Services outlined the assumptions used in setting the fee levels, the fact that the fees for premises licences would be based on rateable values, the various exemptions that would be given and a conservative estimate of income the Council would under the new system.  The Director of Legal Services produced a table of fees of both existing and proposed to show the effect of the proposals on individual licensees.  He informed Committee that under the new system, the fee payable licence would depend on the size of the premises concerned and the number of personal licences applied for in respect of each premises and not the type of licence applied for, eg sale of alcohol only and/or the provision of public entertainment.  The Director of Legal Services suggested that in the response to the consultation paper, the Council should welcome the assurance that after the regime has become fully operational, there can be an independent review of costs of the regime and the fee levels by the Audit Commission in the light of experience.

There was slight concern expressed about the ongoing financing of the new system, especially in the light of appeals and prosecutions etc.     It was also felt that it was imperative that each licensee should have their licence on display showing exactly what it covered.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
receive the report; and

2.
responds to the consultation paper as set out in the report.

542
CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO PREMISES LICENCES AND CLUB PREMISES CERTIFICATES

The Director of Legal Services submitted a report outlining a pool of model conditions from which the necessary conditions for premises licences and club premises certificates could be drawn to tailor a licence or certificate to particular premises.  He reminded Committee that the four licensing objectives are the prevention of crime and disorder, public safety, the prevention of public nuisance and the protection of children from harm.  For each of these four objectives, a list of conditions had been established which was not an exhaustive list but was to be used for guidance so that conditions could be tailored to meet the needs of individual premises.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
receive the report; and

2.
agree the conditions set out in annexes D, E, G and H attached to the report as a pool of model conditions from which the necessary conditions for premises licences and club premises certificates could be drawn to tailor a licence or certificate to particular premises. 

The meeting closed at 7.55pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Paul Timson (414403).
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