	MINUTE NUMBERS 83 - 85 



Minutes of Housing Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 7 June 2007 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor S Hirst (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Chief Executive, Director of Community Services and Housing Manager

76
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors D Berryman, M Fielding and K Hind.

77
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 22 March 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

78
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interest.

79
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION



There was no public participation.

80
UPDATE ON STOCK TRANSFER

The Director of Community Services submitted a report setting out the current progress regarding housing stock transfer and requesting Committee’s permission to negotiate with Vicinity Group on a selection of sites for potential affordable housing development.

The Housing Manager reported in detail on the background relating to the Council’s decision to transfer their housing stock to the Vicinity Group and then referred to a number of pieces of land varying in size and used for a variety of purposes that were held by the Housing Committee.  She pointed out that a decision would have to be made as to whether this land should be retained by the Council or released to the Vicinity Group/Ribble Valley Homes as part of the transfer.  A working group of officers had looked at over 100 sites and identified 15 which deserved more detailed consideration.  The Corporate Management Team had then considered these sites and decided that 10 of them should be retained by the Council for one of the following reasons:

1.
they had a potential development value which needed detailed assessment before a final decision could be made on their preferred future use;

2.
they made a crucial contribution to local amenity which release would not be in the public interest unless covenants could be placed on the land;  and

3.
they did not relate to any nearby housing to be transferred.

The Corporate Management Team had, however, suggested that approval should be sought from the Housing Committee to negotiate with the Vicinity Group regarding the sale of these sites outside the transfer agreement.  The sale price, if permission was granted, would be determined by the District Valuer and the land would be utilised for the provision of affordable housing.  It was important that an early decision was taken on this matter to ensure that the sites could be included in the housing corporation bidding round for 2008/2011 which closes in October 2007 for grant purposes.

RESOLVED:
That 


1.
the report of the Director of Community Services be noted; and

2.
the recommendation of the Corporate Management Team relating to the proposed future use of the sites be approved and authority be given for negotiations to attempt to commence with the Vicinity Group regarding the sale of these sites outside the transfer agreement.

81
REPAIR AND IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME 2007/2008

Further to Minute 842 of this Committee held on 22 March 2007 the Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of the progress made on the various schemes currently being undertaken.  Attached to the report was a schedule of addresses for inclusion within the capital programme 2007/08 and details of the work which would be carried out there.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Community Services be approved and the schedule contained therein be accepted.

82
YOUTH HOMELESSNESS EDUCATION EVENT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Housing Committee of the recent success of an education programme which had been carried out with the year 10 programmes in the Ribble Valley on youth homelessness.  Four of the six Ribble Valley secondary schools had agreed to take part in the programme and it was considered that the whole exercise had been very worthwhile.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Community Services be noted.

83
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following items of business be an Exempt Information Under Categories 1 and 7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

84
EMPTY PROPERTY UPDATE


The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Members of the progress made in relation to bringing back empty properties into use in the Ribble Valley. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

85
GENERAL REPORT – DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES - GRANTS

The Director of Community Services submitted details of four disabled persons’ grants and one landlord/tenant grant which had been approved.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 8.03pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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