	MINUTE NUMBERS 109 – 110 



Minutes of Standards Committee

Meeting Date:

Wednesday, 13 June 2007 starting at 7pm

Present:

B Dearing (Chairman)

Councillors:



Parish Councillors:

C Law

In attendance: Legal Services Manager

104

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors D Taylor and M Sutcliffe and Mrs M Birch and Mrs P Walsh.

105

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 February 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

With regard to Members’ interests Councillor Rimmer asked if a persons’ own property must be included in this register as a financial/legal interest. 

Councillor Smith also commented upon the passing on of information from one Councillor to another when they have taken over attending an outside body.  

106

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

107

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

108

THE COUNCIL’S CODE OF CONDUCT

The Legal Services Manager reported that herself and the Chairman had attended the Standards Board Roadshow in Leeds the previous week and that she had found that this was the best source of information for summarising the major changes that had been made to the Code of Conduct.  These included:

· the definition of a personal interest has been relaxed slightly;

· dual hatted members;

· prejudicial interests have changed in that Councillors will be allowed to speak and then leave the meeting;

· gifts etc over £25 to be declared;

· discriminatory behaviour;

· bullying;

· intimidation;

· criminal activity;

· ten public life ideals;

· disclosing confidential information.

It was reported that the revised model had been adopted by Policy and Finance Committee on the previous evening but that implementation would not take place until September because of specific planning issues that needed to be dealt with.  It was explained that this Code of Conduct was a national Code that both the Ribble Valley Borough Council and individual Borough Councils needed to adopt as it would be implemented in October anyway.  This is a Model Code for elected persons in public life and the Standards Board resolved it should not be altered as additions may not be enforceable.  

The Councillors discussed the need for both individual Councillors and Parish Councillors to understand the information contained in the Code of Conduct and the need for training in this.  It was felt that although the Council has a duty with regard to the parish councils that they must also take responsibility for themselves.  The Legal Services Manager would inform the parish councils of the procedure to accept the Code of Conduct prior to it being advertised so that should they wish to adopt it the costs of the advert can be minimised for parish councils.  

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Committee note the changes and adopt the revised Code of Conduct;

2.
Committee instruct that a copy of the revised Code of Conduct be provided to all members along with a guide for members and a pocket guide;  

3.
once the Code of Conduct has been implemented and training materials received, a training session be arranged for Councillors with the use of an outside trainer either before or after another Committee meeting;  

4.
a letter be written to the Parish Councils with regard to the Code of Conduct including information about training sessions;  and

5.
the Legal Services Manager investigate the possibility of training for parishes by the LAPTC on the Code of Conduct.

109

OTHER ISSUES

(a)
Local Investigations


The Legal Services Manager reported that as we move towards local investigations we will need to operate a local filter for complaints and that this may give us an opportunity for joint working as our staff numbers were limited.  This could be done by delegation, out sourcing or using a monitoring officer from another authority.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

(b)
Lancashire Standards Conference


The Legal Services Manager reported that she had received an email from the Lancashire County Council inviting this Council to send representations to the Lancashire Standards Conference on Monday, 9 July in Chorley.

RESOLVED:
That Councillor Rimmer, Barry Dearing and Diane Rice attend this conference.

(c)
Dates of Future Meetings


The Legal Services Manager informed Members that the next two meetings of this Committee would be held on 17 October 2007 and 13 February 2008. 

110

WORKPLAN

The Legal Services Manager informed Committee that she would prepare a report on joint/partnership working for the next meeting of this Committee in October.

The meeting closed at 8pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Diane Rice (414409).




L Rimmer


D Smith
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