	MINUTE NUMBERS 121



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 14 June 2007 starting at 7.15pm

Councillors:


Parish Representatives:

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

J Falshaw


Gisburn

P Ryde


Gisburn

D Hicks


Longridge

A Dales


Mellor

C Warkman


Mellor

D Whatmore


Read

A Mashiter


Read

C Law



Read

R Whittaker


Rimington & Middop

I R Hirst


Simonstone

J Lawson


Slaidburn & Easington

R K Jackson


Waddington

C Cherry


West Bradford

C Ward


Wilpshire

J Robinson


Wilpshire

In attendance: Director of Resources, Director of Development Services, Policy Development Officer and District Partnership Officer.

111
APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:
That Councillor M Birch, Chatburn Parish Council be elected as Chair of this Committee for the municipal year 2007/2008.

112
APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMAN

RESOLVED:
That Councillor G Sowter be elected as Vice Chair of this Committee for the municipal year 2007/2008.

113
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors D Berryman, M Fielding, R Hargreaves and J Waddington and from the following Parish Representatives:

P Butterfield


Aighton Bailey & Chaigley

P Young


Balderstone

B Evans


Bolton-by-Bowland

R Schofield


Bolton-by-Bowland

R Carr



Bowland Forest Higher Division

D Lynch


Bowland with Leagram

H Douglas


Chatburn

D Bailey


Chipping

R Skoczen


Clayton-le-Dale

T Hoyle


Dinckley

J Cowling


Grindleton

F Priest


Longridge

S Sturrock


Read

P Lambert


Simonstone

A Howarth


Sabden

114
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 29 March 2007, subject to the addition of Councillor N Walsh in the list of apologies, and signed by the Chairman.

115
MATTERS ARISING

a)
Minute 868 – noise complaints – Simonstone.  The Clerk to Simonstone Parish Council updated Committee on a meeting he had held with Inspector Jenny Coulston from Clitheroe police and Bill Alker from Ribble Valley Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership.  At that meeting it had been clarified that the only people who could deal with noise complaints through legal enforcement were Ribble Valley Borough Council, who currently did not have an out of hours service.  A protocol had been drawn up between police and Ribble Valley Borough Council for future occurrences.  He understood that there were proposals to give noise enforcement powers to the police in future legislation.  

116
NO COLD CALLING ZONES

The Chairman welcomed Rachel Wilcock from Lancashire Trading Standards who outlined the ways which her organisation dealt with doorstep crime, bogus crime and rogue traders.  Trading Standards officers would respond to reported incidents by particular householders who were being targeted.  They would offer advice, assistance and education to any complainant.  

She informed Committee that there was an approved trader scheme which had been completed in conjunction with St Vincent’s Homecare.  However, she stressed that the ‘no cold calling scheme’ was not legally enforceable and in order for it to work would require the full approval of the community which it served.  Zones could be as small as a single street or as large as a whole village.  

These could be chosen from police and trading standards statistics or could reflect the vulnerable nature of the people in a particular area.  A lead officer for any scheme was required.  Many schemes engaged the support of neighbourhood watch and community support officers.  

Publicity was crucial and once the scheme was approved a press launch would be held.

Trading Standards could deal with reports of reported cold calling and would write to companies asking them to cease this practice.  

Members then asked questions relating to response times, the type of area to be selected, and what was and what was not regarded as cold calling.

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
Rachel Wilcock be thanked for her informative presentation; and

2.
the Policy Development Officer circulate details of this scheme to all Parish Councils.

117
SPEED INDICATOR DEVICES

The Policy Development Officer referred to minute 867 and now reported on a meeting which had been held on 18 April 2007 between Ribble Valley Borough Council, Lancashire County Council, police and the five parishes who had been awarded grant money towards the purchase of a speed indicator device.  He commented that the meeting had been very positive with the Lancashire County Council indicating they were prepared to agree to Parish Council nominees for the erection, maintenance and monitoring of the devices in addition to the police.

The Policy Development Officer commented that Lancashire County Council and the police were currently in discussions about health and safety issues.  He also commented that the Chatburn, Grindleton and West Bradford device had now been repaired. 

The representative for Rimington and Middop reported that they were looking to purchase a mobile tripod mounted sign and would use people from the village for the maintenance and monitoring issues.

Some concern was expressed by Gisburn Parish Council about the length of time it was taking for the fixing of plates to be mounted.  

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report be noted; and

2.
the question of accelerating the speed indicator device process between Lancashire County Council and the police be raised at the next meeting of Lancashire Locals.

118
PUBLIC PAYPHONES

The Director of Development Services referred to previous reports submitted to this Committee on this topic over the past four years.  He now submitted a report that informed Members that BT had identified 23 payphones where the cash payment facility was to be withdrawn.

He pointed out that a cashless payphone would allow the following types of calls:

BT chargecard calls

Credit/debit card calls

100 operator calls

999 calls 

The work was due to start and may well now be completed.  Members then discussed this matter. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

119
PROGRESSING THE PARISH CHARTER

The District Partnership Officer from Lancashire County Council referred to previous attempts to agree a Parish Charter between Lancashire County Council, Borough Council and Parishes.  A number of concerns had previously been expressed by Parish Councils, particularly in relation to not conforming with the ODPM model, Parish plans and their ‘fit’ with LCC business planning and the relationship within Lancashire Locals.  

It was now proposed to undertake a series of road shows across Lancashire inviting Parish Councils to air their views on this matter.  The Ribble Valley roadshow would be held in Whalley School on Wednesday, 27 June starting at 7.30pm.  This would be followed up by a Parish conference during the summer of 2007 and it was hoped to re-launch the Parish charter sometime in 2008.  Members then discussed this matter.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

120
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS 

a)
Read Parish Council – Concurrent Functions.  The Director of Resources apologised for not having presented a report on costed options for resolving this issue for Parish and Town Councils in the Ribble Valley.  


He gave Members the background behind this issue which fundamentally concerned residents paying twice for the same service.  He explained that some Parish Councils had retained control of assets such as play areas, whereas others had passed them over to the Ribble Valley Borough Council.  It was therefore difficult to devise a system which was fair to all.  He referred to the Council's recreational grant and community enhancement grant schemes, and more recently to the £300,000 which had been set aside specifically for Parish Council’s Community Groups and Longridge.


The Read Parish Council representative referred specifically to the question of the Parish Council's dog bin provision and dog bin emptying which they paid for themselves.  Other Members quoted similar issues.  


The Director of Resources recognised that there were a number of anomalies and suggested as a way forward that he discuss the problem and possible solutions with senior councillors from Ribble Valley Borough Council.


There was also discussion around the issue of village grass cutting, churchyards and the fact that in some villages, recreation provision was funded by the villagers themselves through voluntary fundraising.  

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
the Director of Resources consult with senior Ribble Valley Borough Councillors on this matter and try to find a solution and a way forward; and

2.
a report on the progress with this issue be presented to Committee in six months time.

b)
IT Funding from Ribble Valley Borough Council.  The Clerk to Simonstone Parish Council enquired whether Ribble Valley Borough Council had any funding to help Parish Clerks with the increasing demands on information technology being placed on Parish Councils.  The Director of Resources replied that whilst the Council had received government grant money for improvements to IT provision in previous years, this money had all been allocated.  However, he offered any Parish Council assistance with purchasing of personal computers, printers and laptops at the rate the Borough Council could purchase them at being part of an East Lancashire purchasing consortium.  He also commented that if Parish Councils wished, they could have any computers which were no longer being used by the Borough Council.

RESOLVED:
That the matter be noted.

121
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman announced that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 2 August 2007 starting at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).




S Brunskill


G Geldard


T Hill


B Hilton


S Hore


E M H Ranson


M Robinson


I Sayers


G H Sowter


D Taylor
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