	MINUTE NUMBERS 148 - 149



Minutes of Licensing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 21 June 2007 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor J Alcock (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Legal Services Manager.

141

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor J Holgate.

142

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 15 February 2007 and 4 April 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

143

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

144

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mr Simon O’Rourke, Chairperson of the Ribble Valley ‘Opening Doors’ Group addressed the meeting regarding the issues of introducing wheelchair accessible Hackney carriage vehicles.

145

GAMBLING ACT 2005 – SETTING FEES

The Legal Services Manager requested Committee’s confirmation to the action taken by the Chairman and Director of Resources in relation to fees for various applications under the Gambling Act 2005.

Following the meeting of the Council held on 24 April 2007 the Chairman and Director of Resources had agreed that the authority should introduce fees set at 75% of the maximum fees which had been suggested by the Department for Culture, Media and Sport.  The fees suggested  by the DCMS were set down in the Legal Services Manager’s report.

RESOLVED: 
That the action taken by the Chairman and Director of Resources be confirmed.
 

146
HACKNEY AND PRIVATE HIRE DRIVERS – APPLICANTS WITH PREVIOUS CONVICTIONS

The Legal Services Manager reported that at the meeting on 15 February 2007, the Committee had deferred consideration of the introduction of a policy for dealing with applications from prospective drivers who had previous convictions.  Currently, the legal services section determined applications on their merits having regard to Department of Transport Circular 2/93 and Home Office Circular 13/92.  Both these circulars recommended that local authorities should have a policy and suggested details of the make up of the policy was set out in the circulars.  The Model Policy had been considered on 15 February 2007 and Committee had recommended a number of amendments, mainly relating to the difference between ‘minor’ and ‘major’ offences.  These had now been incorporated into the draft policy which was again submitted for Committee’s consideration.  Considerable discussion took place relating to the definition of ‘minor’ and ‘major’ traffic offences and finally it was agreed that the wording of the proposed policy should be reverted back to the wording set out in the Home Office circular.

RESOLVED:
That the policy as now amended be confirmed and used to form the basis of consultation at the annual taxi meeting.

147
HACKNEY CARRIAGES – WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES / HACKNEY PLATES

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report containing three items for Committee’s consideration.  These were (i) a request for the introduction of more wheelchair accessible vehicles, (ii) a letter from the National Consumer Council in relation to the deregulation of the issue of hackney licences and (iii) an application for a hackney carriage licence.  Approval of any of these would have the same effect, ie an increase in the number of hackney carriage plates.

The Legal Services Manager informed the Members that at the present time the Council did have one hackney plate which had a condition attached requiring the vehicle to be accessible by wheelchairs.  This had not been assigned to any vehicle.  The repercussions relating to the removal of all restrictions on the number of hackney carriage licences were discussed by Committee.  Following further discussion it was:

RESOLVED:
That

1.
Committee agree to undertake consultation via the annual taxi meeting with a view to removing the current restrictions to allow for three more hackney carriage licences; 

2.
Committee agree to undertake consultation via the annual taxi meeting with a view to amending the hackney carriage licence conditions to include a condition that all the three new vehicles should be fully wheelchair accessible; and

3.
consideration of any outstanding applications for hackney carriage licences be deferred until after the annual taxi meeting.

148

PROGRESS REPORT

The Legal Services Manager submitted a progress report of licensing applications under the Licensing Act.  She suggested that in future the report should be restricted to details of decisions made by the Licensing Sub-Committee.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted and the recommendation of the Legal Services Manager be approved. 

149

ANNUAL TAXI MEETING

The Legal Services Manager reported that the annual taxi meeting would be held on 11 July 2007 and invited all Members to attend.

The meeting closed at 8.29pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Diane Rice (414418).
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