	



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 18 November 2004 starting at 7.15pm

Present:


C Law (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives

P Young


Balderstone

C Wood


Bashall Eaves & Great Mitton

B H Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland

R Schofield


Bolton-by-Bowland

A Schofield


Clayton-le-Dale

D Berryman


Clitheroe

M Sutcliffe


Clitheroe

A Yearing


Clitheroe

N C Walsh


Mellor

A Dales



Mellor

S Sturrock 


Read

A Mashiter


Read

D King



Rimington & Middop

I R Hirst


Simonstone

D M Midgeley


Waddington

In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Development Services, and Community Development Manager.

Also in attendance: J Styan and C Everett, Lancashire County Council.

515
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors C J Holtom, E M H Ranson, J S Sutcliffe, and C Warkman and from the following Parish Representatives:

M Birch


Chatburn

R Skolzen


Clayton-le-Dale 

R Hargreaves


Clitheroe 

S Hartley


Hothersall

D Hicks


Longridge 

F Priest



Longridge

F Goss



Sabden

K Lovack


Salesbury


Mrs Moorhouse


Salesbury

J Lawson


Slaidburn

J Farraday


Thornley

K Jackson


Waddington

S Barker


Whalley

J Robinson


Wilpshire

516
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 23 September 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

517
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.

518
MATTERS ARISING

(a)
Model By-Laws for playing fields

Councillor Sowter asked when the report on Model By-Laws would be submitted to the Committee.  The Community Development Manager informed the Members that he would prepare a report for consideration at the next meeting.

519
THE WORK OF THE ENVIRONMENT AGENCY 

The Chairman of the Committee welcomed Mr Laurence Rankin who gave a presentation relating to the work of the Environment Agency.

Mr Rankin reminded Members of the aims of the Agency which was defined by nine main themes.  These included: a better quality of life for all; enhanced environment for wildlife; cleaner air; and improved coastal waters.

He informed Members of the problems of achieving these aims, but assured them that the Agency had the power to take enforcement action and prosecute offenders and as a result of this the area was already seeing beneficial results.

Mr Rankin then went on to explain how the organisation was set up.  Members then raised the following concerns with him:

· The recent introduction of the flood plain maps which was causing concern in a number of villages.

· Difficulties being experienced with contacting officers at the Environment Agency.

· What arrangements were made by the Environment Agency for weekend monitoring of problems.

· How soon could greater improvement be made to the North West beaches.

· Would it be possible for Parish Councils to be included on consultation lists when work was being carried out on rivers in their areas.

· Whether the Environment Agency would welcome Parish Councils involving themselves in the maintenance work for non main rivers.

The Environment Agency representative replied to the questions where he was able and informed the Parish Representatives that their observations would be taken into account when he returned to his office.

The Chairman thanked Mr Rankin for his informative and interesting talk.

520
RIBBLE VALLEY FILM CLUB

The Community Development Manager presented a report informing Members of an opportunity to take cinema to the villages via the Ribble Valley Film Club.

The report informed Members that the Film Club had been able to purchase equipment which would allow the showing of films at virtually any venue and it was, therefore, their intention to offer a mobile cinema service to any village facilities which would be interested.  The scheme would work by making the monthly film shown in Clitheroe available to as many venues as possible before it had to be returned (approximately one week).  All the necessary equipment, plus projectionist would be supplied.  It would, however, be the responsibility of each village venue to carry out the necessary promotional work locally.

Details of the costs were reported to the Committee and the Community Development Manager informed Members that the Council had agreed, through its Culture Grants Programme, to guarantee any revenue against loss.

The Community Development Manager suggested that if any parishes wished to take advantage of this offer, they should contact either Bruce Dowles at the Ribble Valley Film Club or himself to discuss details.

521
CLOSURE OF BT PHONE BOXES

Further to minute 124 of this Committee held on 10 June 2004, the Chief Executive submitted a copy of a letter which had been sent by BT to the Ribble Valley branch of the Association of Parish and Town Councils regarding the proposed removal of public payphones within the Ribble Valley area.  

The BT accepted the value of payphones in emergency services, but stated that they could not provide them solely for that purpose as they were reliant on the revenue generated by the payphones to pay for their upkeep.  BT also stated that they could not consider contributions from councils towards the upkeep of public payphones because they were of the opinion that not all councils would be in a position to make any contributions.  Half of the payphones nationally were now running at a loss and a number of different initiatives have been tried to generate revenue and reduce costs.  There was still, however, a need to review the population of kiosks in order to safeguard the future of the payphone network.

Following further discussion the Committee agreed to request the Chief Executive to write to BT stating that the Committee could see no reason why local authorities could not subsidise payphones and that in an attempt to keep down costs Parish Councils should be encouraged to adopt a kiosk for cleaning and maintenance purposes.  The Chief Executive was also requested to send a copy of his letter to Ofcom for their information.

RESOLVED:
That the Chief Executive be instructed to respond accordingly.

522
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS

(a)
Read Parish Council – Highway Cleansing.

The Chairman expressed concern that problems were still arising regarding the responsibility for blocked gullies in the district.  

The Chief Executive reminded Members that the Lancashire County Council were responsible for highway maintenance and that the Ribble Valley Borough Council were responsible for highway cleansing.  The responsibility for blocked gullies, therefore, fell into the area covered by the Lancashire County Council.  Members felt that the current cleaning frequency for gullies was inadequate and asked whether the Lancashire County Council would contribute towards a village lengths man taking over this responsibility.  The Chief Executive agreed to bring this matter to the attention of the County Council Highway Department.

(b)
Bolton-by-Bowland Rural Strategy Publication

Following a request from the Parish of Bolton-by-Bowland the Director of Development Services submitted a resume of the Governments revised Rural Strategy which had been published on 21 July.

Bruce Dowles informed the Members that he would be attending a Parish and Town Council Conference at County Hall and that a representative from the Countryside Agency would be speaking at that conference.  He suggested that she might be invited to attend a future meeting of the Parish Councils Liaison Committee.

523
COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT SCHEME

The Committee considered a report from the Director of Finance informing Members that in September the Council had set aside a sum for community enhancement in the Ribble Valley.  At the meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee on 16 November 2004 the draft scheme and application form had been approved.

The Community Enhancement Scheme would operate alongside the Council’s existing Grant Aid Schemes, eg recreation and culture grants, grants to voluntary organisations and conservation grants.  The other main points were:

· It would be open mainly to Parish and Town Councils, but also to voluntary organisations where it could be demonstrated that the project would enhance community life.

· It would mainly support one-off projects.

· It was recommend that applications would initially go to the Budget Working Group who would then make recommendations to the Policy and Finance Committee.

· The scheme would be reviewed in 12 months time including future funding arrangements.

· Any applications from Parishes under the County Council Parish Partnership Scheme would be dealt with under this scheme.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Finance be noted.

524
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of this Committee will be held on Thursday, 27 January 2005 starting at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 9.03pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (Director of Development Services).
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D M Bailey


M Fielding


M Robinson


C Ross


G H Sowter


D Taylor
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