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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To decide the terms for a scheme of charging for parking by way of pay and display on the public car park at Chipping.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

Community Strategy 2004-2007:

· Environmental excellence and transport – A coherent approach to transport services.

· Council Ambitions – To protect and enhance the environmental quality of our area.

· Other Considerations - 

Council Mission Statement:

· The Council will identify, develop and promote the social, economic, cultural and physical well-being of the community of Ribble Valley in the most efficient, effective and economic manner consistent with the rural nature of the area.

Council Vision:

· An area with an exceptional environment and quality of life for all, sustained by vibrant market towns and villages acting as thriving service centres meeting the needs of residents, businesses and visitors.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
At the meeting of this Committee held on the 19 June 2007 it was reported that a new Lease Agreement for the car park at Chipping had been entered into with the Trustees of the land.

2.2
At that meeting it was agreed that a scheme of charging by way of pay and display be introduced and that a further report giving details of the scheme be presented to the Committee for consideration.

3
ISSUES

3.1
Under the terms of the new Lease, the Council is permitted to introduce charging on the car park.

3.2
In line with similar rural car parks throughout the borough ie Slaidburn, Ribchester and Sabden, it is proposed that the following charging regime be considered for Committee approval:

· That the car park be designated as a long stay car park.

· That charges apply between the hours of 8.00am and 6.00pm or 9.00am to 5.00pm on all days.

· That the tariff will be set at:

30p up to 1 hour;

70p up to 4 hours; and

£1.40 up to 10 hours.

· That the Council’s long stay car parking permits (available at an annual cost of £45) can be used on the car parks.

3.3
To enable regulation of the car park under the Council’s decriminalised parking enforcement powers, a new Parking Order, which will detail the regulations applicable to the car park, will need to be drawn up and advertised.

3.4
Subject to the Parking Order being completed, the pay and display ticket machine and associated signage will be installed as part of the car park refurbishment to be carried out under the capital rolling programme.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:

· Resources – The cost of the scheme will be funded from the car parks capital rolling programme.  Enforcement will be carried out by our existing parking attendants.  Income from parking charges is estimated to be in the region of £3,000 per annum.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – All technical issues can be managed by existing staff.  As stated above, a new Parking Order will be required to be prepared by the Legal Section.

· Political – There are no political issues arising out of this report.

· Reputation – The introduction of charging for parking is a sensitive matter and could have an effect on the reputation of the Council.  However the terms of the new Lease have been negotiated to include the introduction of car parking charges and those terms have been agreed by the Trustees, who comprise representatives of the Parish Councils of Chipping and Leagram-with-Bowland.  The established policy of the Council is to introduce pay and display car parking charges where appropriate and provided that decision is made on a sound basis and properly supported, then the reputation of the Council should not be damaged.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Determine the scale of charges as proposed in 3.2.

5.2
Authorise the Director of Resources to make arrangements for the preparation and advertising of a new Car Parking Order to enable the introduction of pay and display charges as soon as practicable.
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