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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To advise Members about problems associated with the watercourse known as Badger Well Water, Sabden and to request extraordinary funding to carry out repair works and debris removal from a culverted section of the watercourse.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:


Community Strategy 2004-2007:

· Council Ambitions – To protect and enhance the environmental quality of our area.  To keep the environment of housing areas safe, attractive and well used.




Council Mission Statement

· 
The Council will identify, develop and promote the social, economic, cultural and physical well-being of the community of Ribble Valley in the most efficient, effective and economic manner consistent with the rural nature of the area.


Council Vision:

· 
An area with an exceptional environment and quality of life for all, sustained by vibrant market towns and village acting as thriving service centres meeting the needs of residents, businesses and visitors.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Badger Well Water is a watercourse that drains part of the southern slopes of Pendle Hill and flows through Sabden to join Sabden Brook.

2.2
As the watercourse enters Sabden it runs parallel and to the rear of the terraced properties on Wesley Street.  At the rear of No 34 the stream is culverted underground before emerging into a short section of open channel and then going back into culvert down Wesley Street and Whalley Road.  See plan attached at Annex A.

2.3
Following a storm in June 2002 high flows in the watercourse caused a section of culvert roof to collapse at the rear of No 12 Wesley Street.

2.4
Under land drainage legislation the responsibility for repair of the culvert lies with the landowner as riparian owner and the Council as the drainage authority has powers which it may exercise to require a riparian owner to carry out necessary repairs to maintain the flow in a watercourse.

2.5
However, despite extensive local enquiries at that time, and a land registry search the owner of the land could not be established at the location where the collapse had occurred. 

2.6
A notice of required work was posted on the site and it was proposed that the work would be carried out by the Council in default of the notice and that the cost of repair would be placed as a charge on the property.

2.7
Discussions took place with the Environment Agency prior to any work being carried out and due to the onerous conditions imposed by the Agency with regard to the proposed method of working the improvements did not proceed as sufficient revenue funding was not available.

3
ISSUES

3.1
Heavy rain in the early hours of Tuesday, 3 July 2007 created very high flows in Badger Well Water which surcharged the culvert in the vicinity of the existing collapse and caused water to run down Whalley Road and flood Victoria Mill to a depth of 200mm, No 34 Whalley Road and to a lesser extent No 32.  A wood store at the rear of No 12 Wesley Street was also flooded.

3.2
The surcharging of the culvert has worsened the structural stability of the length of the culvert at the rear of No 12 Wesley Street which is in danger of total collapse.

3.3
In addition to the problem of the collapse there is a considerable volume of naturally occurring stone debris which has accumulated immediately upstream of the collapse which has further limited the carrying capacity of the culvert.

3.4
Accumulations of stone debris have also built up in the open section of watercourse before it goes into culvert.  This debris will eventually wash downstream into the culverted lengths and could block the culvert in the future.  Any blockage that did occur would be very difficult to release due to difficult access and because of the very low head room available.

4
PROPOSALS

4.1
Further attempts are being made to establish riparian ownership in the vicinity of the collapse and along the upstream lengths of watercourse.  Past experience has shown that this is unlikely to be successful.

4.2
Because the effects of the flooding are suffered by owners of premises on Whalley Road and the cause of the problem is beyond their control, the Council as land drainage authority could take on the responsibility of the riparian owner and carry out remedial works on the watercourse to reduce the risk of flooding in the future.

4.3
The remedial works proposed are:

· excavate and remove the collapsed roof section of culvert (it is likely that over pumping of the flow will be required during this work to meet Environment Agency requirements).

· convert the conduit to open channel by building up the side walls.

· provide horizontal strutting to give lateral stability.

· provide fencing to the now open section of channel.

· clear any debris/rubble from the upstream section of the watercourse.

4.4
The budget estimate for carrying out the above work is in the region of £10,000 plus design and supervision costs.

5
RISK ASSESSMENT

5.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources – funding of the proposed works has not been included in the Council's budget for 2007/2008.  Although a legal charge could be attached to the land the chances of recovering the funds in the near future are likely to be low.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – all technical issues can be managed by existing staff.  The work will require a consent from the Environment Agency. As stated above the responsibility for maintaining the flow in a watercourse lies with the landowner under land drainage legislation.  However, in the case where it has not been possible to establish land ownership the Council may take action.  In taking on this work other projects will be affected due to limited staff resources.
· Political – there are no political issues arising out of this report.

· Reputation – if the Council fails to act and flooding recurs the reputation of the Council is likely to be damaged despite the problem being one for which the riparian owners are responsible. 
6
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

6.1
In the event that riparian ownership cannot be established (as demonstrated by previous experience at this location) it is suggested that Committee agree that a request be made to Policy and Finance Committee for supplementary expenditure of £10,000 to carry out the works identified to reduce the risk of further flooding from Badger Well Water.

DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES 

For further information please ask for John Edwards

, extension 4528.
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