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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform you of progress in the forming of a Ribble Valley Sports and Physical Activity Alliance (SPAA).

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – This report contributes towards providing access for all and makes peoples lives safer and healthier.

· Community Objectives – This report relates to the following Community Strategy Objectives; Access for all, Community Cohesion, Culture, Community Safety and improving the health and well-being of local people. 

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Government has set a national target to widen the base and increase participation in England by 1% annually.

2.2
In pursuit of this target Sport England has embarked on a major new programme to simplify the development of sports and physical activity at a local level, demonstrating a single line of accountability using Government objectives and local delivery.

2.3
Sport England are investing £161,000 over a three year period in Ribble Valley.  There is an intention that the Borough Council will be able to treble that amount (on a two to one ratio) from other resources, including from LAA/LPSA partners.  This investment strategy has been jointly coordinated with county sports partnerships and in our case Lancashire Sport.

2.4
Each SPAA is required to prepare an action plan which reflects local needs with reference to the Community Plan/Local Strategic Partnership and sets out how participation and access targets both by 16+ and school age children will be strengthened.  It will also serve to identify what future investment targets are needed to support sport and physical activity in this area, and there will be a shared set of performance targets, with defined roles and responsibilities.

3
ISSUES

3.1
There are four critical stages for SPAAs to consider:

· 
developing governance and delivery structure;

· research of priorities and delivery plan development;

· submitting detailed community investment fund applications (CIF) to Sport England;

· monitoring and evaluation.


Lancashire Sport assist SPAAs through each of these stages.

3.2
A SPAA working group has been meeting on a regular basis since October 2006  and the research and delivery plan has been progressed to an advanced state.  It is to be presented to the Strategic Health Improvement Group (SHIG) for approval, and then submitted to Lancashire Sport for consideration and feedback as to the content quality in comparison with other Borough delivery plans.  

3.3
Individual projects will then be prepared for submission by Friday 7 September to the CIF Investment Board at Sport England.  A decision would be expected in early October with regard to the outcome of any application.  

3.4
The projects emerging from the process undertaken to date and which included community consultation from key agency are centred around:

(i)
Increasing awareness of the benefits from participation in sport and physical activity and in maintaining a well balanced diet through organisation of campaigns and special events across the community.  

(ii)
Increasing opportunities for participation in activities which can be taken up by  everyone and includes walking and cycling.  

(iii)
Development of the sporting and workforce infrastructure.  This includes increasing accessibility to activity provision by the range of activity programmes from community venues and up-skilling the volunteer workforce.

(iv)
Extending the intervention work directed towards target individuals and groups to enhance their participation levels in sport and physical activity, by improved coordination between the various agencies.  All these projects will seek to include identified target groups, ie children between 0 and 16 years; young people aged 16 to 24;  elderly people (50+) and women of all ages.  An inclusion officer will seek to ensure that these projects are accessible to everyone in Ribble Valley.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources – at this time the Council’s contribution towards any application for CIF funding of SPAA projects is in the form of “in kind” contribution and might include: - 

officer time;

reduction in facility hire;

office and administrative service costs.


The funding ratio of two to one does not need to apply to each application submitted, so depending upon the availability of “in kind” or direct cash funding the proportions may vary as long as overall there is twice the amount of CIF funding.  Any additional undertaking by current staff in a sports and physical activity role will be funded by specific sources in the project application and will not have any impact upon this years revenue.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – None.
· Political/Reputation – The support of SPAA projects and a successful application is likely to raise the Council’s reputation with respect to leisure service delivery.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

5.1
To note the content of this report and request that officers update you again when specific SPAA projects are to be submitted for community investment funding. 

Director of Community Services 

For further information please ask for 

Colin Winterbottom, tel: 01200 414588 
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