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RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL 
REPORT TO LICENSING COMMITTEE 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                           Agenda Item No.  6  
meeting date: 20 OCTOBER 2020 
title: REVISION OF STATEMENT OF LICENSING POLICY 
submitted by: CHIEF EXECUTIVE  
principal author: STEPHEN BARKER, SOLICITOR 
 
1 PURPOSE 
 
1.1 To seek approval from Committee of the revision to the Council's Statement of 

Licensing Policy to form the basis of consultation. 
 
1.2 Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities 
 

• Community Objectives  } 
 

• Corporate Priorities       } 
 

• Other Considerations    } 
 
2 BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 Section 5 of the Licensing Act 2003 ("Act") requires that each Local Authority formulate 

and publish a Statement of Licensing Policy ("Statement") every five years. The 
Statement is in effect until 6 January 2021. It must therefore be reviewed and the 
revised policy will come into force from January 2021. 

 
3 ISSUES 
 
3.1 A revised Statement of Licensing Policy is enclosed as Appendix 1. The amendments 

are shown in track changes and reflect factual changes made since the policy was last 
reviewed. 

 
3.2 Before determining its policy, the Council is required to consult the parties specified in 

Section 5 of the Act. Committee is asked to consider the draft policy at Appendix 1 and 
to authorise the Head of Legal and Democratic Services to consult upon it as required 
by Section 5 of the Act. 

 
3.3 It is proposed that the consultation run from 21 October 2020 to 2 December 2020 and 

that the results of the consultation be brought to Full Council on 15 December 2020 
with a recommendation for approval, so that it would be in place from January 2021.  

 
3.4 On 30 April 2019, the Council approved the Cumulative Impact Assessment (CIA) 

under the Licensing Act 2003 in respect of the Whalley and Painter Wood ward. 
Reference to this is included in Section 6 of the attached draft. Within 3 years of 
publication, the Licensing Authority must review the CIA and determine whether it 
remains of the opinion shown in the assessment. It is considered that it would be 
premature to carry out that review at this relatively early stage, in particular due to the 
unusual and very difficult circumstances which have affected the licensed trade in 
2020. Where appropriate the Licensing Sub-Committee has given full consideration to 
the CIA in determining the two relevant applications which have come before it.  

DECISION  

Consideration of these issues will promote the 
Council’s aim to be a well-managed Council  
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4 RISK ASSESSMENT 
 
4.1 The approval of this report may have the following implications 
 

• Resources – Resources will be expended in carrying out the consultation. 
 

• Technical, Environmental and Legal – No implications identified.  
 

• Political – No implications identified.  
 

• Reputation – The Council’s reputation will be enhanced by ensuring its policy is 
reviewed.   

 
• Equality & Diversity – No implications identified.  

 
5 RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE 
 
5.1 Approve the draft Statement of Licensing Policy at Appendix 1 to this report. 
 
5.2 Authorise the Head of Legal and Democratic Services to consult upon the draft 

Statement of Licensing Policy, and to report on the outcome of consultation and seek 
approval of the Licensing Policy by Full Council at its meeting on 15 December 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 
STEPHEN BARKER MARSHAL SCOTT 
SOLICITOR CHIEF EXECUTIVE   
 
For further information please ask for Stephen Barker, extension 3216. 
 
REF: SB/EL/20/10/20 
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