	



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 17 July 2007 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance:  Councillor M Ranson.

Also in attendance:  Director of Community Services, Community Development Manager, Street Scene Manager, Environmental Health Manager, Waste Management Officer.

191
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillor S Farnsworth

192
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 22 May 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

193
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor S Hore declared an interest in Agenda Item No. 10 on Chipping Public Conveniences as he is trustee of the Village Hall Committee.  

194
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The Chairman accepted a petition entitled “Keep Our Skate Park Free” and indicated that this would be discussed at the next meeting.

195
PRESENTATION BY OASIS ON CLITHEROE SKATE PARK

The Chairman welcomed Tim Funnell and David Wilson to the meeting who gave a presentation on behalf of Oasis on both health and safety and charging at the Clitheroe Skate Park.  Tim Funnell acknowledged that health and safety issues at the skate park needed readdressing specifically for the under 10s.  The report conceptualised the risk of skate boarding and reported that it was a relatively safe sport compared to football or basket ball and that 50% of all injuries were due to a rough surface.  He pointed out that health and safety issues were a balancing act in that they needed to ensure that the skate park was well used and well run, they would encourage the use of protective gear whilst meeting their legal requirements and satisfying their own moral code.  Mr Funnell reported that there was no UK policy in place regarding the use of safety gear and that they would encourage the experienced skaters to teach the others how to fall and to recognise when to back out of a trick.  He reported that they had now developed a policy specifically for the under 10s which would make it compulsory for them to wear helmets and be accompanied by an adult.

He informed Committee that in order to run the skate park properly and safely there was a cost attached and that these sort of facilities were never free and that it was their endeavour that this facility continues to thrive.  As such, they would aim to raise £12,500 to maintain the park each year.  After much consultation with a lot of the skate park users they had come to the conclusion of creating a membership scheme which would cost £40 annually and would include benefits of member only sessions, themed events, member only meetings and an annual prize draw and that the skate park would remain free for the rest of the time to all people.  

Councillors asked questions with regard to what the money raised would be used for, whether sponsorship had been sought and the effects of some youngsters not being able to afford a membership.  Mr Funnell informed Committee that the money would be used for publicity, competitions, attending other events, providing prizes, general repairs, supervision for special sessions and training for volunteers.   He also reported that the skate park would be subsidised by other Oasis Projects that go on at The Grand but they want to encourage skate park users to own the park and take responsibility for it.  

The Chairman thanked Mr Funnell and Mr Wilson for their presentation and informed them that it would be discussed again at the next meeting where Committee would make a formal decision.

196
EXTENSION OF THREE STREAM WASTE COLLECTION AND RECYCLING SERVICE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report updating Committee on the progress with the extension of the three stream service beyond the trial round and asking Committee to make decisions on the procurement of vehicles and wheeled bins.  The Street Scene Manager reminded Committee of the background and of the planned areas for roll out in the next phase.  This would bring the total number of properties to approximately 14,000 with a remaining 11,000 to be rolled out around May 2008.    He reported upon the type and size of vehicles that would be required and their costs and that it would possibly be an early February delivery date for these.  With regard to the purchase of wheeled bins, he reported that a tender price had been received which was within budget but that Committee needed to consider the issue of chipping the bins for monitoring/identification purposes.  The Street Scene Manager reported that the wheeled bins had been ordered for delivery in September with the intention of the roll out of the service taking place in October 2007.  In order to achieve this timescale the service would have to commence without the benefit of the new vehicles. Another important aspect of the roll out was the need for proper information to all householders affected by the changes and it was important that this information be as comprehensive and clear as possible.  Committee asked various questions with regard to the vehicles, the importance of an ongoing education process in schools, chipping of the bins and the communication with householders beforehand.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
note the decision take with regard to the purchase of three new refuse collection vehicles;

2.
note the decision to purchase all of the wheeled bins necessary for the introduction of the service to all remaining properties where it is practicable to do so with the delivery being in two phases;

3.
 approve the fitting of chips to the wheeled bins for the purpose of identifying participation rates and ownership;

4.
agree that the additional resources required to introduce the service before the new vehicles are delivered and the costs involved with the production and delivery of the information booklets, letters and plans shall be met from existing revenue and capital  budgets allocated to the project;  and

5.
request a progress report at the next and all subsequent Community Committee meetings until the project is complete 

197
BADGER WELL WATER, SABDEN – CULVERT COLLAPSE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report advising Committee about problems associated with the water course known as Badger Well Water, Sabden and to request extraordinary funding to carry out repair works and debris removal from a culverted section of the water course.  He reported that this water course drains part of the southern slopes of Pendle Hill and flows through Sabden to join Sabden Brook.  There have been problems with this water course over a number of years and following a storm in June 2002 a section of the culvert collapsed.  Since then endeavours have been made to find the riparian owners but without any success and, as such, it was felt that perhaps we, as a Council, should take steps to reduce the risk of further flooding.  Committee discussed this item in some detail and felt that although this was something that needed addressing it was a considerable sum of money and that further endeavours should be made to locate the riparian owners.

RESOLVED:
That Committee defer the decision as to whether to carry out works to the Badger Well  water culvert in order to reduce the risk of further flooding to a future meeting of this Committee.  

198
FOOD SERVICE PLAN 2007/2008

The Director of Development Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider and approve the Ribble Valley Borough Council Food Service Plan for 2007/2008.  The Environmental Health Manager drew Committee’s attention to the key issues within the plan which included resources, achievement and service issues for the forthcoming year.  The plan also set out details of efficiencies achieved in the service for the past year.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
approve the Ribble Valley Borough Council Food Service Plan 2007/2008 for implementation in the current financial year;

2.
note the satisfactory performance in relation to the identified areas for improvement in the previous year’s food safety plan;  and

3.
reconfirm the continuing priority of food premises inspection for environmental health service provision.

199
HEALTH AND SAFETY SERVICE PLAN 2007/2008

The Director of Development Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider and approve the Ribble Valley Borough Council Health and Safety Service Plan 2007/2008.  The Environmental Health Manager drew Committee’s attention to the key issues within the plan which included resources, achievements and service issues and also reminded Committee that this now included a further 1400 premises in relation to smoke free enforcement which had recently been transferred from the Health and Safety Executive.  He informed Committee that the proposal this year was to move away from an inspection based programme and instead to implement a work programme attached to a work plan and that this approach would focus limited resources to achieving meaningful outcomes and interventions thereby making a more significant impact to work place health and safety.

RESOLVED:
That Committee

1.
approve the Health and Safety Service Plan 2007/2008 for implementation in the current financial year;  and

2.
confirm the implementation of the proposed targeted work plan as set out in the appendix to the plan and, in particular, the policy of focussing resource on the HSE ‘Disease Reduction Programme’ and ‘topic based approach’ on higher risk activities in accordance with HSE guidance.  

Councillor Hore declared an interest in the next item and left the meeting.

200
REFURBISHMENT OF CHIPPING TOILETS 2007/2008

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of the progress with the scheme to refurbish Chipping toilets and seeking acceptance of a renegotiated tender for the works.  He reminded Committee of the background to the refurbishment of Chipping toilets in that they had originally been programmed for the financial year 2000/2001 and had subsequently been removed from the programme due to difficulties regarding negotiations of a new lease for the car park and associated land that the toilets are located upon.  This issue has now been resolved and the refurbishment scheme for the conveniences have now been reinstated into the capital programme for 2007/2008.  Negotiations had been carried out by Harry Place and Partners, the Council’s Consultant Quantity Surveyor, with the original successful tenderer David Johnston Builders Limited and a new tender value agreed upon.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
approve the tender report received from Harry Place and Partners;  and

2.
approve the renegotiated tender with David Johnston Builders Limited in the sum of £74,304.56.

Councillor Hore returned to the meeting.  

201
RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL BRUNGERLEY PARK PATH CLOSURE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee that part of the path in Brungerley Park had been closed due to partial collapse of the supporting structure of the path.  A full structural survey needs to be carried out in order to decide what repairs have to be done.  A further report will be brought back to the next meeting of this Committee. 

RESOLVED: 
That the report  be noted.

202
EMERGING WASTE STRATEGIES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report advising Committee on the main waste management issues contained within the Government’s new Strategy for England 2007 and the draft proposals for a revised Greener Strategy for a Greener Future.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

203
WHALLEY CONSULTATION

The Director of Community Services submitted a report bringing Committee up to date with the consultation proposals for Calderstones Park, Whalley.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

204
TIC ISSUES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information bringing them up to date with negotiations on the future of the Clitheroe Tourist Information Centre.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

205
RIBBLE VALLEY SPORTS AND PHYSICAL ACTIVITIY ALLIANCE

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information on the progress of forming the Ribble Valley SPAA.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

206
CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S ISSUES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report bringing Committee up to date with issues surrounding children and young people.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

207
REVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SERVICE 2006/2007

The Director of Development Services submitted a report outlining the key local performance indicators within the Environmental Health Plan for 2006/2007 for Committee’s information.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

208
REVENUE MONITORING 2007/2008

The Director of Resources submitted a report for Committee’s information informing them of the position for the first three months on this year’s revenue budget.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

209
REVENUE OUTTURN 2006/2007

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Committee of the position for the 2006/2007 year on the revenue budget as far as this Committee is concerned.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

210
CAPITAL OUTTURN 2006/2007 

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Committee of the outturn on the capital programme for 2006/2007 for this Committee.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

211

GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on the Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnership, Sports Development and Leisure Facilities and Tourism and Arts.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

212
GENERAL REPORT OF THE Director of Development Services 

The Director of Development Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on Clitheroe market, smoke free premises and a dog fouling prosecution.

213
REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Sowter submitted a report on a meeting of the Lancashire Waste Partnership which he attended on 12 July 2007.  He encouraged Councillors to attend the Lancashire Waste Partnership conference which would be held on Thursday, 1 November 2007 at Woodlands, Chorley.

214
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following item of business be an Exempt Information Under Category 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

215
CLITHEROE CASTLE PROJECT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report bringing Committee up to date with tendering process and associated issues relating to the construction phase of the project.  He outlined the current situation with regard to the tenders received and informed Committee that interviews had taken place with three of the tenderers.  The final recommendation for the preferred contractor was William Anelays of York.  He also reported that for projects of this size there was need for a Project Board to oversee the smooth running of the contract and that it was proposed this Board be made up of:

Chair of Community Committee;

Director of Community Services;

Community Development Manager;

Surveying Manager;

Financial Services Manager.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the contents of the report;

2.
accept the tender recommended by the Council’s project managers of William Anelays of York in the sum of £2,219,417 subject to the resolution of any outstanding issues. 

3.
agree to the formation and membership of the Project Board as outlined in the report;  and

4.
refer these decisions to Policy and Finance Committee for their information.  

The meeting closed at 9.15pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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