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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To inform Committee of the outcome of the annual taxi/private hire meeting.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions - 
}





· Community Objectives - 
}

· Corporate Priorities -  
}

· Other Considerations - 
}

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
The annual taxi licensing meeting took place on the 11 July 2007 at 7.00pm in the Ribble Valley Town Hall.

2.2
The meeting was well attended.  Details of those attending are set out on the note attached as Appendix 2, the Agenda for the meeting is set out at Appendix 1.

3.
ISSUES


3.1
The annual taxi/private hire meeting affords an opportunity for interested members of the public to make representations to the Council, but is primarily for members of the taxi/private hire community to express their views and for the Council to consult them as to possible changes in the licensing system.

3.2
At the last (2006) annual taxi meeting, due to the fact that there had not been a meeting for several years, there were a number of issues to be discussed.  The minutes issued to taxi/private hire interested parties of that meeting contained reference to the forthcoming committee meeting, within the Licensing Committee cycle, which would deal with those matters.

3.3
On this occasion there were no matters raised by the taxi/private hire interested parties, and several matters raised by the Council already appear on the Committee agenda.

3.4
The purpose of referring this matter to the Licensing Committee is firstly to make Members aware of the outcome of the discussions at the meeting, and secondly to provide Members with an opportunity to identify any further areas which they wish to see forming part of the Licensing Committee Agenda in the future eg age restrictions imposed to prevent older vehicles being licensed.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:
· Resources – None.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – None.

· Political – None.

· Reputation – None.

3
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
3.1
Note the report in relation to the annual taxi meeting.

3.2
Instruct the Legal Services Manager as to any areas for future consideration by Committee in order that these can be scheduled to be discussed at future meetings of the Committee.

LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER 

For further information please ask for Diane Rice

, extension 4418.

DER/CMS

(09080701)
DECISION








The Council seeks to operate an effective licensing system, and in order to do this takes the opportunity of an annual meeting to which all drivers, operators and vehicle proprietors are invited in order to improve communication with, and to ascertain the views of, those groups.
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