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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To confirm Committee’s provisional decision (21 June 2007) to:

· issue an additional 3 hackney carriage vehicle plates; and to

· determine the appropriate specification for wheelchair accessibility; and

· decide how to allocate the new vehicle licence plates.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions - 
}





· Community Objectives - 
}

· Corporate Priorities -  
}

· Other Considerations - 
}

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
This matter was referred to the Licensing Committee on the 21 June 2007 to deal with an outstanding item of business from the meeting on the 5 April 2007.  In February 2007 a letter had been submitted to the Licensing Committee, supported by various representations on behalf of wheelchair users to encourage the Council to provide more wheelchair accessible vehicles.  Committee was also mindful of the National Consumer Council’s role in encouraging Councils to de-regulate the issue of hackney carriage vehicle licences.  The matter was discussed at the annual taxi/private hire meeting on the 11 July 2007 and the issue of three additional hackney carriage vehicle licences received overwhelming support.

2.2
A discussion took place in relation to the more controversial issues of the specification of wheelchair accessibility and the allocation of the new licences. 

3.
ISSUES

3.1
Specification 


The Council currently has one hackney carriage vehicle licence which is subject to a condition in relation to wheelchair accessibility.  This licence plate has not been allocated to a vehicle at this stage.

3.2
The specification of wheelchair accessibility attached to the existing plate is similar to the specifications used by County Council, in an effort to ensure consistency, and bearing in mind that often vehicles which are used as hackney vehicles for the purposes of this Council are also often used on contract for the County Council contract work.

3.4
The specification is attached as Appendix 1.

3.5

Committee must therefore consider whether this is the appropriate standard to adopt.  Committee should be aware that:

i)
this standard can involve an applicant in considerable expense; and that

ii)
there are already some vehicles which are licensed for private hire work which are wheelchair accessible but only by loading from the rear; and

iii)
not all drivers/operators carry out work for the County Council.

3.6
Allocation


The allocation of hackney carriage vehicles licences has been restricted for many years.  During that period of time the Council has held a list of those who have expressed an interest in obtaining a hackney carriage vehicle licence.  If Committee resolves to issue a further three licences, (subject to the definition of a condition to be attached in respect of those vehicles), it will also be necessary to decide how to allocate the three additional licences.

3.7
At the annual taxi meeting a discussion was held in relation to the possible methods of allocation and the suggestions made were as follows:

1.
By simply pulling three names out of a hat.

2.
Allowing owners of private hire vehicles which are wheelchair accessible to have the first opportunity to convert to hackney carriage licences.  (This would of course be subject to the definition preferred by Committee of wheelchair accessibility and to determining a method of selection in the event of more than three requests).


To adopt this method would not increase provision per se ie it would not bring three extra wheelchair accessible vehicles into operation, but would simply mean that those vehicles could be hailed at the rank or elsewhere, making the service they could provide be more flexible.

3.
Several of those attending felt that the appropriate method was simply to use the Council’s existing list of those who have expressed an interest.  A copy of the list will be circulated to Committee for information.

4.
The Council currently has one outstanding application for a hackney carriage licence, from an individual who wishes to obtain a hackney carriage licence due to the serious difficulties he encounters as a result of unfortunate personal circumstances.  Since the annual taxi meeting, a second expression of interest has been received, also referring to personal circumstances.  In the event that Committee conclude that an individual’s personal circumstances should be a reason for receiving preferential treatment in the allocation of a hackney carriage vehicle licence then details can be provided.

3.8
Since the annual taxi meeting there has also been expressions of interest from persons attending the meeting, and these will be added to the existing list of expressions of interest if a formal request is made.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications:
· Resources – None.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – None.
· Political – None.

· Reputation – None.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
 Authorise the Legal Services Manager to arrange for the issue of three additional hackney carriage vehicle licences.

5.2
Instruct the Legal Services Manager to make the issue of such licences conditional on the licences being fully wheelchair accessible as per the County Council specifications set about above.

5.3
Determine to whom, or on what basis the new licences should be allocated.

LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER

BACKGROUND PAPERS

1
None.

For further information please ask for Diane Rice, extension 4418.

(09080703)

DECISION








The Council is committed to improving access to services for disabled individuals, and is mindful of the need to keep under review at all times the provision of hackney carriages in the context of demand.








3

