	MINUTE NUMBERS 253 - 256 



Minutes of Housing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 26 July 2007 starting at 7pm

Present:

Councillor S Hirst (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services and the Housing Manager.

246
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors B Hilton, E M H Ranson and J White. 

247
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 7 June 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

248
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interest.

249
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

250
HOUSING STOCK TRANSFER – APPROVAL OF THE COUNCIL’S OFFER DOCUMENT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report seeking Committee’s approval to the housing stock transfer offer document in accordance with the process agreed by the Policy and Finance Committee.  He reminded Members that the agreed approval process was that the first draft of the offer document would go to the Council meeting on 10 July 2007 and that the final draft would be submitted to this Committee for approval.  In addition, a working group of four Members had been set up to oversee the stock transfer process.  

The most up to date draft of the offer document was submitted to Committee.  The Director of Community Services reminded Members that in considering the document, they needed to be aware that it was the Council's offer to tenants and not the Ribble Valley Homes offer document.  He explained that the Ribble Valley Homes role was to deliver the promises contained in the offer document.  Members needed to be confident that the offer was a good deal for tenants and sure that Ribble Valley Homes business plan was capable of delivering the promises contained within the document.  Members were reminded that should there be a positive ballot post transfer, the Council would have a monitoring role to play in relation to the new organisation and delivery of the promises made.  

The Council's lead consultants had considered the promises contained in the offer document in relation to the business plan for Ribble Valley Homes and considered that it was deliverable subject to verification of the up to date stock condition survey.  The business plan offered substantial investment for tenants but there was scope to undertake additional identified unforeseen works whilst delivering the promised programme to tenants.

The Housing Manager explained that it was essential that the offer document was approved by the end of July 2007 if the current timetable was to be achieved.  The intention was that the offer document would be delivered to tenants on the first weekend of September and the formal 28 day consultation period would commence at that point and end on 30 September 2007.  Subject to the document not requiring any major revisions after this consultation period, the ballot would take place for a 28 day period commencing early to mid October.  The ballot would be undertaken by the Electoral Reform Services and would be a postal vote.

The Director of Community Services informed Members that suggested final amendments to the document were still being received and considered and he recommended that the Committee should approve the document set out in the report and that any final amendments should be delegated to the Director of Community Services in consultation with the Chairman and Shadow Chairman of the Committee and the Leader of the Council.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the offer document at Appendix A of the Director of Community Services report be approved; and

2.
any final amendments before publication be delegated to the Director of Community Services in consultation with the Chairman and Shadow Chairman of Committee and the Leader of the Council.

251
REVENUE MONITORING 2007/2008

The Director of Resources submitted a report on the progress of revenue expenditure and income on housing revenue account and housing general fund for the period 1 April to 30 June 2007.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

252
REVENUE OUTTURN 2006/2007

The Director of Resources submitted a report setting out the position for the 2006/2007 year on the revenue budget as far as the Housing Committee was concerned.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

253
CAPITAL OUTTURN 2006/2007

The Director of Resources submitted a report informing Members of the outturn on the housing capital programme for 2006/2007.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

254
GENERAL REPORT – DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Committee received a report on the progress with various schemes currently being undertaken and on best value and local performance indicators.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

255
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the following items of business be an Exempt Information Under Categories 1 and 7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

256
GENERAL REPORT – DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES - GRANTS

The Director of Community Services submitted details of disabled facilities grants and landlord/tenant grants which had been approved.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 7.35pm

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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