	



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 2 August 2007, starting at 7.15pm

Present:

M Birch (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives:

P Butterfield


Aighton Bailey & Chaigley

P Young


Balderstone

B Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley

E Miller


Bowland Forest (Lower)

H Douglas


Chatburn

D Bailey


Chipping

B Redhead


Clayton-le-Dale

P Ryde


Gisburn

F Priest


Longridge

D Hicks


Longridge

C Warkman


Mellor

A Dales


Mellor

P Boardman


Ramsgreave

D Collinson 


Read

C Law



Read

A Ormand


Ribchester

R A Whittaker


Rimington & Middop

A Haworth


Sabden

R K Jackson


Waddington

K Staines


Waddington

C Cherry


West Bradford

J Brown


Whalley

J Robinson


Wilpshire

In attendance: Director of Development Services, Street Scene Manager, Partnership Officer, Policy Development Officer.

Also in attendance: District Partnership Officer – Lancashire County Council, Parish Champion – Lancashire County Council.

281
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors S Hoare and G H Sowter and from the following Parish Representatives:

C Ross


Billington & Langho

B Evans


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley

R Carr



Bowland Forest (Higher)

D Lynch


Bowland-with-Leagram

R Skoczan 


Clayton-le-Dale

J Cowling


Grindleton

D Waterhouse


Read

P Lambert


Simonstone

I R Hirst


Simonstone

J Lawson


Slaidburn & Easington

282
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 June 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

283
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interests.

284
MATTERS ARISING – MINUTE 116 – COLD CALLING ZONES

A Parish Representative asked when the details of this scheme would be circulated to Parish Councils.  The Policy Development Officer commented that he thought that this had been done but he would double check.

285
PARISH COUNCIL MICROSITES

The IT Manager referred to Minute 718of this Committee dated 1 February 2007, when he had offered to support Parish Councils with website development and apologised for the lack of progress which had been made in achieving this aim.  He reported that a training session for any interested Parish Clerks had been arranged and had been received favourably.

He requested that any Parish Clerks who were interested in developing their websites should contact him and a further training session would be arranged.

286
PARISH COUNCIL PROTOCOLS

The District Partnership Officer referred to Minute 119 of Committee dated 14 June 2007 and reported on the outcome of the 9 Parish Roadshows held across the county.  He referred to a report which brought together comments, suggestions and proposals made by Parish Representatives who had attended the roadshows, along with some recommendations on how these could be progressed.

The main areas for comment were as follows:

· Local governance and locality working.

· Consultation and information sharing.

· Parish Planning.

· Quality.

The next move was to convene a Parish Conference which would be held on 15 September 2007 and the aim was to produce a Parish Charter in 12 months time.

The Parish Champion underlined the different approach which the County were taking on this issue in the current series of consultations and reported that 4 of 5 Parish Councils had already offered to pilot the scheme.

Members then discussed this matter and raised concerns about the assumption the Parish Councillors belonged to political parties, the need to be ‘professional’ and the compatibility of Parish and LCC planning processes.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

287
SPEED INDICATOR DEVICES

The Policy Development Officer referred to Minute 117 of Committee dated 14 June 2007 and reported that this matter had been discussed at a recent Lancashire Locals Meeting when an update on progress had been given by Peter Andrews from the Environment Directorate at Lancashire County Council.  A further update on the progress being made by the 5 Parish Councils was presented by the Policy Development Officer.

All Parish Councils were at various stages in their negotiations with the County Council.  However there was still a distinct lack of progress which was not helped by the manpower issues involving the Police.  The Policy Development Officer commented that he had spoken to Inspector Coulston at Clitheroe Police, who had informed him that the whole question of speed indicator devices would be discussed at a force-wide meeting later this month.  There was a proposal that the Police would continue to be responsible for the erection, maintenance, monitoring and dismantling of one speed indicator device in each district.  However for any new devices, this would have to be undertaken by Parish Councils concerned.

The representatives from Bolton-by-Bowland, Rimington and Middop and Gisburn all gave their views on this matter and echoed their concerns over delays and uncertainty.

The District Partnership Officer offered to again take this matter up with relevant Lancashire County Council officers in an attempt to expedite the process.  The Parish Champion stressed that this was not just a Ribble Valley problem but a countywide one.  He pointed out that where there had originally been 3 speed indicator devices, there were now 40 in existence.  This inevitably imposed manpower implications.

RESOLVED:
That the District Partnership Officer be asked to pass on the comments made by Parish Councils and if necessary, take a further report to the next Lancashire Locals Meeting.

288
POST OFFICE CLOSURES

The Policy Development Officer referred to a circular letter from Postwatch, urging Borough Councils to get involved in the consultation exercise on proposed Post Office closures.  He commented that it was unclear on the timescale for this exercise or how it would be organised.

RESOLVED:
That the Policy Development Officer write to the Post Office to find out the exact timescale for the consultation process and how this would be organised whether through Borough Councils or direct to individual Parish Councils.

289
PRIORITIES FOR THE COUNCIL

The Street Scene Manager referred to his report which sought expressions of interest from Town and Parish Councils to assist the Council in delivering a number of its main objectives for 2007/08.  At a recent Council meeting, Councillor Michael Ranson, the Leader of the Council, had set out the main objectives for the Council in 2007/08.  These were set out as follows:

1.
Ensure that Council Tax does not increase above the rate of inflation.

2.
Ensure that all villages and towns have enough dog bins, rubbish bins and collection services.

3.
Achieve a housing stock transfer which has a financial benefit to the Ribble Valley Borough Council and at the same time giving the tenants security and improved benefits.

4.
Achieve a roll-out of the planned three stream waste collection service on schedule.

5.
Develop our planning policies in the light of the spatial plan.

6.
Examine ways of devolving certain powers to Parish Councils where appropriate.

The purpose of the report was to bring together objectives 2 and 6 from the Leader’s list and look for expressions of interest from Town and Parish Councils that may be willing to:

· assist with the emptying of litter bins in their area;

· identify areas that may benefit from new litter bins being installed;

· enhance the level of street cleansing being carried out in their area;

· assist with the emptying of dog waste bins in their area; and

· identify locations where extra dog waste bins might be installed.

The Leader commented that the whole thrust of the report was to encourage Parish Councils to help the Borough Council with issues which affected their area.  He was also keen to see extra dog bins allocated to areas who had requested them and to identify what Parish Councils actually wanted from the Borough Council in terms of finance, manpower and resources.

Members then expressed some concern in relation to the number and location of rubbish bins, where any additional funding would come from, the danger of Parish Councils having to increase their precepts and the possibility of greater Borough Council support for the current Parish Lengthsman scheme.

The Street Scene Manager confirmed that all Parish and Town Councils would be notified individually of the Leader’s request.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

290
MATTERS BROUGHT FORWARD BY PARISH COUNCILS

 (a)
Whalley Parish Council – Flooding

The Parish Representative from Whalley raised the issue of the proposed race course at Simonstone and the potential adverse affect this could have on the River Calder at Whalley and the River Ribble at Ribchester.


The Director of Development Services gave a brief history of the negotiations which had taken place and underlined the fact that, to date, no application had been made for planning permission.  However, he had been involved in a number of discussions with the developers and stated that the Environment Agency are already heavily involved in those discussions and would have a key role in the determination of a planning application if and when submitted.

(b)
Sustainable Community Strategy


The Partnership Officer informed Members of the approval of the Consultation Edition of the Ribble Valley Sustainable Community Strategy and urged all Parish Councils to take part in the consultation exercise which would take place over the next 2 months.

291
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman announced that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 27 September 2007, starting at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 8.25pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Stewart Bailey (414491).

BA/CMS

(020807)




D Berryman


S Brunskill


M Fielding


G Geldard


R Hargreaves


T Hill


B Hilton


M Ranson


M Robinson


I Sayers


D Taylor


J Waddington
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