	



Minutes of Licensing Committee

Meeting Date:

Thursday, 9 August 2007, starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor J Alcock (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Legal Services Manager.

292

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors G Geldard, M Sutcliffe and S Sutcliffe.

293

MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 21 June 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

294

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

295

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

296

ANNUAL TAXI MEETING

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report informing Committee of the outcome of the annual taxi/private hire meeting which had been held on 11 July 2007.  She reminded Members that the meeting afforded an opportunity for interested members of the public to make representations to the Council but it was primarily for members of the taxi/private hire community to express their views and for the Council to consult them as to possible changes in the licensing system.  On this occasion no matters had been raised by the taxi/private hire interested parties and several matters raised by the Council were already on the Committee agenda.

Members were asked to identify any further areas which they might wish to investigate further.  The following items were raised:

· The age of vehicles being used as private hire/hackney vehicles.

· The possibility of a “field visit” by the Committee to the various taxi ranks in the evening.

· Conditions attached to licenses.

· The re-introduction of training sessions for Members.

RESOLVED:
That the

1.
report relating to the annual taxi meeting be noted; and

2.
additional items raised by Committee for consideration be scheduled for discussion at future meetings.

297

APPLICANTS WITH PREVIOUS CONVICTIONS – THE COUNCIL’S POLICY

Further to minute number 146 of this Committee held on the 21 June 2007, the Legal Services Manager resubmitted the draft Policy relating to applicants with previous convictions which had been amended by the Committee at their last meeting.

RESOLVED:
That the Policy as now submitted be confirmed subject to the section relating to indecency offences being amended to ensure that any application received from a person convicted of any indecency offences and placed on the sex offenders register should be considered by the Committee.

298

ALLOCATION OF ADDITIONAL HACKNEY PLATES

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report relating to Committee’s provisional decision taken on the 21 June to:

· issue an additional three hackney carriage vehicle plates;

· determine the appropriate specification for wheelchair accessibility; and

· decide how to allocate the new vehicle licence plates.

The Legal Services Manager informed Members that at the present time the Council had one hackney carriage vehicle licence which was subject to a condition in relation to wheelchair accessibility.  The specification of wheelchair accessibility attached to the existing plate was similar to the specifications used by the County Council.  This was to ensure consistency, and bearing in mind that often vehicles which were used as hackney vehicles for the purposes of this Council were also used on contract for County Council contract work.

The specification was submitted to the Committee and they were asked to consider whether it was the appropriate standard to adopt.  Committee were made aware that:

· this standard could involve any applicant in considerable expense;

· there were already some vehicles which were licensed for private hire work which were wheelchair accessible but only by loading from the rear; and

· not all drivers/operators carried out work for the County Council.

With respect to the allocation of hackney carriage licenses, it would be necessary to decide how the system of allocation would be agreed.  At the annual taxi meeting, discussions have been held in relation to possible methods and various suggestions had been made.  The Legal Services Manager informed the Members that the Council did have a waiting list from persons who had expressed an interest in obtaining a hackney carriage licence and a copy of this list was submitted to Committee.  Discussion took place regarding what was the best system of allocation to adopt.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the Legal Services Manager be authorised to arrange for the issue of three additional hackney carriage licenses.  The issue of such licenses being conditional on the vehicles being fully wheelchair accessible;

2.
the Legal Services Manager be instructed to write to all persons on the current waiting list informing them of the Committee’s decision and enquiring whether they would still be interested in obtaining a licence which was subject to the wheelchair accessibility condition; and

3.
further consideration be given to this item at the next meeting.

299
PENALTY POINT SCHEME – IMPLEMENTATION DURING THE FIRST 12 MONTH PERIOD

The Legal Services Manager submitted a report on the effect of introducing the infringement scheme and request Committee’s approval to modify the scheme in certain respects to improve its effectiveness.

She informed Members that the scheme was proving useful in recording and measuring the performance of licensed holders, however three issues had arisen which required clarification. These were publicity, operator points and amendments to the form of the scheme.

With regard to publicity, the hackney carriage licence holders were of the opinion that any information relating to infringement points should not be made public at any stage.  The Legal Services Manager stated however that the Council did have a duty to balance the legitimate expectations of the public against the effect for the taxi licence holders and she suggested that this could be achieved by holding the meetings of the Licensing Sub-committee in private and only making the minute of the Committee available to the public.

With regard to operators points, the Legal Services Manager suggested that the operator points thresholds should be increased from 12 to 20.  She reminded Members that in some case operators had many licensed drivers and vehicles and it was relatively easy for them to reach the present threshold.

Finally, the Legal Services Manager informed Members that the present scheme was cross-referenced to conditions attached to vehicles and driver licenses.  As these change, the scheme needed to be updated and she requested Committee’s approval to amend the scheme as necessary to reflect the Council’s vehicle conditions.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report of the Legal Services Manager be noted;

2.
Committee confirm that no information will be in the public domain until it has been the subject of a determination by the Licensing Sub-committee (or the time for appealing against that decision has expired where appropriate) but that the decision of the Sub-committee will be available to members of the public if requested;

3.
the threshold in relation to operator points be increased from 12 to 20; and

4.
the Legal Services Manager be authorised to amend the scheme as required to reflect the conditions attached to all hackney and private hire vehicles (vehicle, driver and operators).

The meeting closed at 8.09pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Diane Rice (414418).
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