	



Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee

Meeting Date:

Wednesday, 15 August 2007, starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor B Jones (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Development Services.

320
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors A Gridley and J B Hill.

321
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 26 June 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

322
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

323
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

324
REVIEW OF 2006/07 WORK PROGRAMME – OUTSTANDING ISSUES

The Chairman referred to Minute 155 of this Committee dated 26 June 2007 and informed Committee that she had invited the Chair of Community Committee to attend this meeting to speak to three specific matters.  Unfortunately, Councillor Thompson was on holiday but his Vice-Chairman (Councillor David Eccleston) had agreed to attend in his place:

(i)
Street Naming

Councillor Eccleston traced the history of this item which had been discussed by this Committee, Community Committee and Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee over the past 12 months.  The Council’s policy of not allowing street names to be named after persons alive or dead had been challenged and Community Committee had formed a working party to look into this matter further, in particular at the role of Members as consultees on street naming.  Parish Councils had also been consulted on this matter but the response from them had been poor.


The Director of Development Services also reminded Committee of the issues around work which a member of his staff had been undertaking in relation to the Land and Property Gazetteer and for which there were imminent deadlines which would need to be met.  

Councillor Eccleston reported that unfortunately the working group had not met to progress this matter.

Members then gave their views on this matter and voiced their concerns about the delays being experienced.

RESOLVED:
That

 1.
it be a recommendation to Community Committee that the Street Names working Group be re-appointed;

2.
the working group should meet as soon as possible under its original terms of reference; and

3.
the Council officers efforts to resolve the issues around the Land and Property Gazetteer, bearing in mind the deadlines now outlined to Committee, are supported.

(ii)
Chewing Gum

Councillor Eccleston reported that the question of cleaning up chewing gum had been referred to Community Committee who had decided to take no action on the matter, mainly due to the cost of hiring specialist removal equipment and the potential damage which could be done to pavements by the cleaning process.


A discussion then ensued around the merits of possibly providing dedicated chewing gum bins similar to those provided by Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
Committee investigate the provision of dedicated chewing gum bins with Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council, looking at cost, siting and impact – Councillor Taylor agreed to pursue this matter on Committee’s behalf;

2.
request Community Committee to look at the issue of chewing gum removal as part of the emerging street scene service plan; and

3.
request Community Committee to reconsider the issue of providing a small number of dedicated chewing gum bins as part of a pilot scheme.

(iii)
Tourism

Councillor Eccleston referred to Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee dated April 2007, which had made three resolutions to Community Committee as follows:

(a)
The Tourism and Car Parking Officers be asked to work together to investigate the possibility of increasing coach trips to the market towns and Clitheroe and Longridge.

(b)
Committee ask officers to investigate what would be involved in Ribble Valley becoming accredited to “Walkers are Welcome” and what benefits that could bring.

(c)
Committee ask officers to investigate the possibility of employing a Heritage and Events Co-ordinator once the Castle re-opened.


Councillor Eccleston further reported that these recommendations should have been forwarded to Committee but this had not happened.

RESOLVED:
That the three recommendations as set out above, be now referred to Community Committee for their consideration.

(d)
Services for Older People


Members on this working group reported that much work had been done researching this matter and they felt that provision for services for older people in the Ribble Valley was very good.

RESOLVED:
That Committee take no further action on this matter. 

(e)
Car Parking/Lancashire Locals


The Director of Development Services suggested that this matter be discussed later on the agenda under the terms of reference for Lancashire Locals.

325
TRAINING

The Director of Development Services reported that further to Minute 154 of this Committee dated 26 June 2007, the Human Resources Manager was in discussion with trainers with a view to training for this Committee to take place in October 2007.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

326

DRAFT SCOPING CHECKLIST

The Director of Development Services presented a draft Checklist to enable lead Councillors to focus the work to be undertaken on areas of greatest concern.  He also suggested that as part of this process, this Committee could programme its reports into its workplace so that reports back were dealt with on an agreed timescale.

RESOLVED:
That Committee adopt the attached Scoping Checklist and request lead Councillors to complete them and submit them to the Director of Development Services by the end of August 2007 to allow a discussion about the final report dates at the next meeting of this Committee.

327
PROGRESS REPORTS – POST TRANSFER HOUSING STRATEGIC FUNCTIONS

Councillor M Sutcliffe presented her working group’s report which gave background, terms of reference and timescale in relation to this particular matter.  She reported on two meetings held on the 26 July and 13 August 2007.  She had also met with the Chief Executive following the last meeting of this Committee.

The most recent meeting had been with housing staff and had centred around staffing issues which would need to be considered post transfer and also on a meeting with Fylde Borough Council giving their experience of housing stock transfer.  She commented that both meetings had been useful and had raised a number of important issues.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

328
PROGRESS REPORT – CASTLE GROUNDS MAINTENANCE AND DEVELOPMENT

Councillor Yearing presented his working group’s report on current procedures for maintenance and strategic management of the Castle grounds.  He highlighted the areas which the group were looking at which excluded the museum and buildings and skate park, the information required, desired outcomes of the review and a list of consultees.  The working group had identified that any funding for this work would have to be met from external sources.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

329
PROGRESS REPORT – FLOODING

Councillor Sayers reported verbally on the progress his working group were making.  Four key areas for potential flooding had been identified:

(a)
Ribchester;

(b)
Whalley;

(c)
Edisford Bridge and Low Moor, Clitheroe;

(d)
Mearley Syke, Clitheroe.

He reported on some useful sources of information in relation to flooding including the Ribble Valley Borough Council’s website, the Environment Agency and DEFRA.  It was suggested that a representative from the Environment Agency could be invited to attend a future meeting of this Committee.  It was also suggested that a relevant Clitheroe Councillor be added to the working group to look at the issues affecting Clitheroe.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

330
LANCASHIRE LOCALS

The Chairman suggested that this matter could be transferred to Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee under their terms of reference.

Members voiced their concerns over a number of aspect pertaining to Lancashire Locals including the lack of information about minutes and dates of next meetings and the agenda setting process.  It was felt that the principal of Lancashire Locals was good but that it was not working as effectively as it might.

The Director of Development Services explained that as this item could reasonably be the province of either of the Overview and Scrutiny Committees, perhaps a joint working group be formed to look into this matter.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee be asked if they wished to nominate Members to serve on a joint working group to look at all aspects of the workings of Lancashire Locals (Councillor Hind to lead this group); and

2.
the Director of Development Services approach the Chairman of Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee to see if the request could be made as an emergency item at their meeting on 16 August 2007.

331
HEALTH ISSUES

RESOLVED:
That this item be transferred to Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee as it more accurately falls within their terms of reference.

332
BEACON VIEW QUARRY / SECTION 106 AGREEMENTS

The Director of Development Services suggested that these items be considered together as Beacon View Quarry was just one example of monitoring compliance with planning conditions or the terms of associated agreements.  He explained briefly the remit of such agreements and how they were used alongside planning permissions to ensure developers provided items such as road works, social housing and schools.  He stated that the monitoring and enforcement of Section 106’s needed to be fully understood by this Committee before it could carry out any investigative work.

RESOLVED:
That a working group consisting of Councillors Gridley, Hind, Smith, Berryman and Sayers plus the Building & Development Control Manager be formed to investigate the monitoring and enforcement of Section 106’s operated by the Council.

333
REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

Councillor Hilton reported on recent meetings of:

1.
Lancashire County Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Committee dated 24 July 2007;

2.
the Patient and Public Involvement Forums; and

3.
Overview and Scrutiny Committee dated 30 July 2007.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the reports be noted; and

2.
in the light of Minute 333 above, future reports on these bodies be referred to the Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee.

The meeting closed at 9.13pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Bill Alker, extension 4412.
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