	MINUTE NUMBERS 580 - 583 



Minutes of Community Committee
Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 11 January 2005 starting at 7.00pm

Present:


Councillor R J Elms (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Director of Community Services, Director of Finance, Leisure and Tourism Manager, Solicitor (Part-Time), Environmental Health Manager, Street Scene Manager, Colin Winterbottom, Peter McGeorge and Martin Kersey.

Also in attendance: Councillors J Rogerson, K M Butler, D Smith, R Sherras, S Sutcliffe and R Croasdale.

The Chairman expressed sympathy to the Chairman of the Committee, Councillor Robert Thompson, and his family on the sad occasion of his wife’s death.

567
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors J E Alcock, J N Flitcroft, J S Reese, C Sterry and R Thompson.

568
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 2 November 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman with the following amendment.

Minute No 471 should read:

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information on the progress and work undertaken to find a suitable site for the Ribble Valley Panopticon Project – Kemple End which will become subject of a planning application in due course.

569
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Graham Sowter declared an interest in agenda item No 10 – Ribble Cycling Strategy – as he belonged to Sustrass, a cycling organisation.

570
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The Chairman introduced Bruce Dowles who wanted to speak on agenda item No 12 – Clitheroe Castle Buildings Heritage Lottery project.  Mr Dowles raised some concerns about the short term view of revenue funding for the Museum and highlighted what a very important facility this was to the Ribble Valley and that it needs “lifting” in order to compete with other museums.

571
REVENUE BUDGET 2005/06

The Director of Finance submitted a report outlining the revised revenue budget for 2004/05 together with a draft revenue budget for 2005/06.

RESOLVED:
That a special budget meeting be arranged to discuss this item of business.

572
CAPITAL PROGRAMME – REVISED 2004/05 AND PROPOSED DRAFT 2005/10

The Director of Finance submitted a report outlining the capital programme.

RESOLVED:
That a special budget meeting be arranged to discuss this item of business.

573
WASTE MANAGEMENT SERVICE PLAN 2005

The Director of Community Services submitted a report seeking Committee’s approval of the Waste Management Service Plan for 2005.  He informed Committee that the plan advises on the current position and achievements to date as well as outlining a strategy to meet impending waste management targets.  He informed Committee that to the increases in resources and costs identified in the report would require an additional growth item in the capital and revenue service budgets in order that these changes could be implemented.

Members asked various questions with regard to the new depot site being established, the collection of the co-mingled collection, the change of financial arrangements with Lancashire County Council and when a decision needed to be made on a future mode of collection.

It was felt that as the budget items on the agenda had been deferred for a special meeting, the budgetary growth items identified within the Waste Management Service Plan could not be dealt with at this time and were deferred until the budget meeting.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the report; and

2.
approve the Waste Management Service Plan.

574
WASTE TRANSFER STATION (WTS) SALTHILL DEPOT, CLITHEROE 

The Director of Community Services submitted a report requesting Members’ approval to the proposal to develop a Waste Transfer Station at the Council’s Depot at Lincoln Way, Salthill Industrial Estate, Clitheroe in partnership with Lancashire County Council.  The Engineering Manager reminded Committee that they had already given their support to this project but that we were now at a stage of a planning application having been submitted in the Borough Council’s name to Lancashire County Council and that we would, therefore, need a definite decision to go ahead with the Waste Transfer Station.  The report outlined the various issues concerned along with the risk assessment associated with having a new Waste Transfer Station.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
agree to the proposal that in a joint project with Lancashire County Council a Waste Transfer Station is built in the Council’s Depot at Lincoln Way, Salthill Industrial Estate, Clitheroe;

2.
agree to the draft Heads of Terms as attached at Annex A to the report; and 

3.
recommend to Policy and Finance Committee that this Committee support the proposal and include the financial implications in the 2005/06 revenue and capital budgets.

575
LONGRIDGE SPORTS CENTRE – JOINT USE AGREEMENT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of the current problems with the joint management agreement at Longridge Sports Centre and outlining various options for consideration.  The report gave a detailed account of the background to the concept of the shared use of sports facilities along with the various issues and problems that have been experienced whilst the current agreement was in place.  These included car parking and accessibility to the Sports Centre, information and co-operation with regard to operational issues with the sports hall, the artificial pitch, maintenance and changing rooms.  It was felt that we had now come to a point where a decision needed to be made with regard to the future of the sports centre, particularly as the school have made no provision for repairs to the leaking sports hall roof or for the replacement of the synthetic turf carpet when this becomes due.  Several Councillors felt very strongly that lessons needed to be learned from the problems that have been experienced over the years with regard to the dual use agreement and that the Borough Council needed to move forward in order to resolve this problem.  It was also felt that the School’s commitments were required and that further dialogue should be entered into with them.

Council Members from Longridge, who were not members of this Committee, were given permission to speak on this item.  They also felt that there was a need for something to happen in order that this problem was sorted out.  It was also highlighted that this was a very valuable asset to Longridge and the surrounding area and that a thorough investigation by someone independent should take place.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the contents of the report;

2.
endorse the conclusion that the operation of the current agreement is unsatisfactory to both sides; and

3.
delegate to a small working group of officers and members the task of negotiating a new agreement that addresses the identified concerns and explores potential new developments as a matter of urgency (within three to six months).

576
RIBBLE VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL CYCLING STRATEGY

The Director of Community Services submitted a report containing the draft Cycling Strategy that needed approval before being put out to public consultation with various people and organisations.  Committee discussed various aspects of the Strategy and it was requested that some word changes be made.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
approve that the Cycling Strategy be sent out for public consultation after the modification of the wording; and

2.
approve the work programme for 2005/06 subject to budgetary approval.

577
CARAVAN SITES IN THE RIBBLE VALLEY – LICENSING ISSUES

A report was submitted by the Director of Legal Services informing Committee of the status of each caravan site licensed by the Council.  The Solicitor informed Committee that at the present time all sites were in the process of being visited and that this would be presented to Committee once the inspections were completed.  It was felt that there was a need for a formal policy with regard to caravan sites.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

578
CLITHEROE CASTLE BUILDINGS HERITAGE LOTTERY PROJECT

The Director of Community Services submitted a report updating Committee on the situation regarding this project and asking Committee to decide on whether it should be progressed to a full lottery bid.  The Leisure and Tourism Manager outlined the various issues with regard to the determination of a bid that would be made by a regional panel and informed Committee that it would be a two stage bidding process that would take almost two years to progress.  He also informed Committee that should the bid be successful, then the revenue support costs would increase substantially for the Museum and that the current management structure would need to be reviewed as the current level of expertise would not be sufficient to meet the lottery criteria.

RESOLVED:
That Committee continue with the stage one application.

579
LEASE FOR LONGRIDGE CIVIC HALL

The Director of Community Services submitted a report asking Committee to consider approval of the lease to Longridge Social Enterprises for the operation of Longridge Civic Hall.  He reminded Committee that they had already approved in principle the transfer of the responsibility for the management of the Civic Hall to Longridge Social Enterprises.  He informed Committee that the draft lease as set out would need to incorporate the fact that the Longridge Civic Hall was designated as an emergency rest centre.

It was also felt that the Civic Hall should be made available to anybody wishing to use it, not just the Parish of Longridge, and that this should be reworded appropriately.  The Longridge Social Enterprises had also requested that the length of the lease be extended from 20 to 60 years in order to give them a more attractive security of tenure for future inward investment.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
note the contents of the report and approve the enclosed lease with the amendments suggested; and

2.
agree to lengthen the life of the lease to 60 years.

580
PANOPTICONS

The Director of Community Services submitted a report asking Committee to nominate a representative from each party to sit on the developing Panopticons steering group who     would not have a conflict of interest via other committees. 

RESOLVED:
That the contents of the report be noted and two representatives be nominated to sit on the steering group, one of these being Councillor Graham Sowter and the other to be a Conservative to be named in due course.

581
MARKET TOWN ACTION PLANS

A recent report to Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee was submitted for Committee’s information from the Policy Development Officer with regard to the Market Town Action Plans.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

582
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

The Environmental Health Manager submitted a report for Committee’s information.  It included an update on Castle Cement, the minutes of the Tarmac Liaison Committee, an update on fluoridation of mains water, the Civil Contingency Act 2004 – Emergency Planning, a summary of the Air Monitoring Stations and a Countryside Agency report on Revitalising Market Towns 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

583
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information on the progress of various aspects of art, sports development, indoor leisure provision and waste management.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 9.20pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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