	MINUTE NUMBERS



Minutes of Policy & Finance Committee
Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 21 September 2004 

Present:


Councillor C J Holtom (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Legal Services, Director of Community Services, Director of Finance, Director of Development Services.

Also in attendance: Councillor D Berryman.

The Chairman informed the meeting that he had agreed for the proceedings to be videotaped. 

372
APOLOGIES

An apology for absence from the meeting was submitted on behalf of Councillor J Rogerson. 

373
MINUTES

The minutes of the two meetings held on 14 and 27 July 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

374
MATTERS ARISING

a)
E-government Priority Items – Councillor Sherras asked what progress had been made with this matter.  The Chief Executive stated that a meeting of the E‑government Steering Group was arranged in the near future to discuss this very issue. 

b)
Shared Contact Centre – Councillor Dyson asked what progress had been made.  The Chief Executive replied that there had been little progress since the last meeting although Steering Group meetings were ongoing.  He understood that the next stage was the drawing up of a legal agreement. 

375
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – AGENDA ITEM 6 REQUEST TO PURCHASE LAND ADJACENT TO THE FORMER COUNCIL DEPOT, KIRKMOOR ROAD, CLITHEROE 

Dawn and Lynne, two local residents, presented a petition signed by 29 local residents against the development of land at Kirkmoor Depot as a mosque.  They stated that they were not BNP supporters nor were they racist.  They highlighted issues such as security of the area, car parking and considered that the land would be better used for low cost housing.  The Chairman thanked them for their contributions.

376
COMMUNITY STRATEGY

The Director of Development Services referred to minute 94 of Committee dated 8 June 2004 and now presented the final draft version of the Community Strategy for the Ribble Valley.  He reminded Members that the Community Strategy drove the ambitions and priorities of not just this Council but of other public businesses and voluntary sector organisations operating in the valley.

Committee had approved the initial consultation draft on the 8 June 2004 and a very wide consultation exercise had since taken place.  Significant alterations and additions had been made to the statistical base of the document and specific actions.  There had been little negative reaction to the fundamental objectives and vision of the Strategy.

The Director of Development Services reminded Members that the Council were required to publish a Community Strategy to guide the enhancement of the quality of life of the people of the area.  It was a key reference point in preparing the Council's corporate plan as well as other key documents such as housing strategy and local development framework.

Members then discussed the Strategy and suggested that an explanatory paragraph be included on why the Community Strategy was necessary.  There was also discussion around the validity of certain health statistics in the villages of Whalley and Waddington.  The Director of Development Services explained the background behind those statistics and discussions which he had had with the Director of Public Health.

RESOLVED:
That Committee authorise the publication of the Community Strategy and reflect its contents when developing key Strategy documents. 

377
REQUEST TO PURCHASE COUNCIL OWNED LAND ADJACENT TO THE FORMER COUNCIL DEPOT, KIRKMOOR ROAD, CLITHEROE 

The Chief Executive asked Committee to consider a request from the Medina Islamic Education Centre, Clitheroe to purchase Council owned land adjacent to the former Council depot off Kirkmoor Road, Clitheroe in order to build a place of worship.  He reported that a letter had been received from the Medina Islamic Education Centre.  The letter contained a request to purchase a plot of Council owned land adjacent to the Council depot on Kirkmoor Road.  It was intended to purchase the land in order to erect premises for use as a place of worship.  The proposal to build a place of worship would obviously require planning permission.  He reminded Members that the site had originally been allocated to develop an arts centre on the site but the site for the arts centre had recently been relocated to the St Mary’s Church Hall site in Clitheroe.  Members then discussed the report in some detail.  They expressed concern about whether selling the piece of land would affect the value and development potential of the rest of the site, and the impact of such a development on nearby residents.

RESOLVED:
That this matter be deferred until the next meeting of this Committee pending a further report from the Chief Executive on the following matters:

i)
Financial implications of the sale of this piece of land including its effect on the remainder of the former depot site.

ii)
A preliminary investigation being undertaken into ground conditions on the piece of land.

iii)
The possible effects of the sale on the social well-being of local residents.

378
CORPORATE COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER

The Director of Community Services presented his report asking Committee to make the post of Corporate Communications Officer permanent.  He reminded Members that the Council had decided to appoint a part time Corporate Communications Officer on a fixed term one year contract last September.  A report to this Committee on 23 September 2003 had outlined the aims and objectives of the post and a six monthly evaluation of the posts successes was presented to this Committee on 27 July 2004.

Members then discussed the success of the post and there was some discussion around whether the post in addition to being made permanent should also be made full time.   

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the post of Corporate Communications Officer be made permanent; and

2.
that officers be asked to prepare a report for the Personnel Committee on the case for increasing the hours of the post and the recommendations of the Personnel Committee be brought back to this Committee. 

379
PROPOSED ADOPTION OF REGENERATION STRATEGY

The Director of Development Services sought approval from Committee for the formal adoption of the draft Regeneration Strategy 2004/07 following its consultation with interested parties.  The authority had consulted on the document with interested parties over the summer months.  This followed agreement by Committee at its last meeting that the document be approved for publication as a consultation draft.

No substantive amendments had been offered by the respondents, therefore, the document was now recommended for final adoption.

RESOLVED:
That Committee adopt the Regeneration Strategy 2004/07.

380
ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION IN PUBLIC PLACES

The Director of Legal Services submitted a report which informed Members that a request had been received from Billington and Langho Parish Council to make a designation order under Section 13 of the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 in respect of Billington and Langho.  The police supported the request. 

He reminded Members that similar orders had previously been improved in the making of such orders in respect of Clitheroe and Longridge town centres, Whalley village centre, Read, Simonstone, Sabden and Chatburn. 

He further commented that if the Committee approved the request in principle, the next stage was to agree with the police the exact area to be covered by the designation and then to carry out a consultation exercise with licensees, the owners and occupiers of any land affected, the Parish Council and the local ward councillors.   A public notice inviting comments would also be placed in the local press. 

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve the carrying out of a consultation exercise on the making of a designation order under Section 13 of the Criminal Justice and Police Act 2001 in respect of Billington and Langho Parish. 

381
GRANT APPLICATION 

The Director of Finance asked Committee to consider a grant application received from Home Start Ribble Valley for additional financial support.  He explained how Home Start was primarily a home visiting service working with families who were experiencing difficulties or suffering stress and who had at least one child less than five years of age.  These families were offered support in their own homes by volunteers for as long as was necessary.

He pointed out that in July 2001 Home Start had received three years funding from the National Lottery now known as the Community Fund.  They recently submitted a lottery bid but had been unsuccessful as they did not meet lottery priorities. 

This Committee approved an increase in the Council's annual commitment to Home Start Ribble Valley to £3000 for the financial year 2003/04 to be increased annually by inflation with no additional support being available.  

In January 2004 they requested this annual contribution be increased to £10,000 for the financial year 2004/05.  Only an inflationary increase of £3,090 was approved.  

Home Start Ribble Valley urgently need an additional £40,000 to keep the scheme open to the end of the current financial year and were therefore requesting an additional annual grant of £15,000 to provide the scheme with breathing space whilst funding was sought from other statutory organisations. 

Members then discussed this request in some detail.

RESOLVED:
That Committee agree to make a one off grant of £15,000 for the duration of the current financial year 2004/05. 

382
USE OF REVENUE SAVINGS

The Director of Finance reported that the Budget Working Group’s recommendations on the use of 2003/04 savings on the revenue budget were as follows:

· Unlike previous years do not bring extra items into the budget.

· The bulk of the savings be retained to help with any budgetary shortfalls in future years.

· £70,000 be earmarked in a reserve to finance community enhancement projects.  Members then discussed this matter.

RESOLVED:
That Committee 

1.
agree to the Budget Working Group’s recommendations concerning the use of savings; and

2.
ask the Director of Finance to prepare a report outlining how the community enhancement fund would be administered.

383
INSURANCE RENEWALS 2004/05

The Director of Finance submitted a report informing Committee that the Council's insurances were renewed on 20 June 2004 under the terms of the five year long term agreement entered into in 2001.  Details of the renewal terms for 2004/05 were reported to Committee.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee approve the renewal of the Council's insurances for 2004/05.  

384
REVIEW OF PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCIES

The Director of Legal Services reported that the Boundary Commission for England were conducting a review of parliamentary constituencies in Lancashire.  He pointed out that at present there were 15 MPs for Lancashire and gave details of the current area of the Ribble Valley constituency.  The Boundary Commission had published its provisional recommendations in June 2003 which recommended there should be 16 MPs with relevant changes to the Ribble Valley constituency.  In view of the short timescale for responses to the Commission all political groups and non-group Members had been consulted on these proposals.  The conservative groups supported the proposals whilst the Liberal Democrat group had no comments to make.  

A local inquiry was held at County Hall, Preston on 20-21 January 2004.  Arising out of that local inquiry it was now recommended that the provisional recommendations of the Boundary Commission be amended and that the Ribble Valley constituency would now comprise the whole of the borough of Ribble Valley together with the Bamber Bridge East, Bamber Bridge North, Bamber Bridge West, Coupe Green and Gregson Lane, Farrington East, Farrington West, Lostock Hall, Samlesbury and Walton, Tardy Gate and Walton-le-Dale wards of the borough of South Ribble.  

RESOLVED:
That Committee receive this report and agree not to make any further representations to the Boundary Commission.

385
PUBLICATION OF RURAL STRATEGY

The Director of Development Services submitted his report on the publication of the government’s revised rural strategy which had been published on 21 July 2004.  The strategy formed a policy context for all the Council's actions and ambitions.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

386
PROGRESS ON DELIVERING REGENERATION PRIORITIES QUARTER 1 AND QUARTER 2 2004/05

The Director of Development Services informed Committee of progress made in the implementation of priorities for the regeneration section in the first half of 2004/05.  Members asked questions in relation to enterprising rural communities and SRB5 initiatives which the Director of Development Services answered.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

387
THE FUTURE OF POSTAL VOTING

The Director of Legal Services reported on the key recommendation of the Electoral Commission on the future of postal voting which was that postal voting should remain part of the UK electoral system but that all postal voting should not be pursued for use at UK statutory elections.  The Commissioner also recommended that work should be done to improve the process of postal voting on demand and in particular there should be a move from the present system of household electoral registration to a system of individual electoral registration.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

388
REVENUE OUTTURN 2003/04

The Director of Finance informed Committee of the position for the 2003/04 year on the revenue budget as far as this Committee was concerned.  He pointed out that there was an overall overspend of £144,000 and he gave explanations for this.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

389
DEBTOR STATEMENT AND ACCOUNTS RECOVERY

The Director of Finance submitted his report in relation to the following:

· National Non Domestic Rates (NNDR)

· Council Tax

· Sundry Debtors

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

390
MINUTES OF POLICY AND FINANCE SUB COMMITTEE WORKING GROUP HELD ON 18 AUGUST 2004

RESOLVED:
That Committee receive these minutes.

The meeting closed at 8.35pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Marshal Scott (414430).
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