MINUTE NUMBERS 598 - 602

Minutes of Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee

Meeting Date:
Tuesday, 5 December 2006 starting at 7pm
Present:
Councillor A Knox (Chairman)
Councillors:
J M Flitcroft
D T Smith
C J Holtom
M E Sutcliffe
E M H Ranson
D Taylor
C Ross
A Yearing
In attendance: Director of Development Services, Corporate Services Manager and the Community Development Manager.
Also in attendance:
598
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors K Butler, J Hill and J McGowan.
599
MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting held on 17 October 2006 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
600
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.
601 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
There was no public participation.
602 TERMS OF REFERENCE OF TOURISM WORKING GROUP
The Chairman reported that this group had met on two occasions; one to establish the terms of reference of the working group and at the second meeting, the Tourism Officer, Rebecca Kay, had been invited to inform the group of the sorts of tourism work that she does. It had also been agreed that the group meet with the Chief Executive and Chair of the Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board at their next meeting. It was felt that clarification was needed with regard to the classification of a visitor as well as the district representation on the Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board and the relationship this body has with the districts. There was also a request to see the annual user surveys that are carried out by the Tourist Information Centre.
RESOLVED:   That the report be noted, and the terms of reference be approved.
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MINUTE NUMBERS 603-605
603

THREE STREAM WASTE COLLECTION
The Chairman submitted a report outlining the survey results with regard to the three stream waste collection. Generally speaking people were very happy with the way in which their waste was now being collected and this had resulted in people recycling more waste than they had previously done. Various other comments had been made with regard to size of bins and efficiency of the service and when the service would be extended to cover more of the Ribble Valley.
Members discussed the 'rolling out' of the three stream waste collection and why the Council were not ready to do this just yet, as there were still some operational problems to resolve.
RESOLVED:   That the report be noted.
604

REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE AUDIT COMMISSION ENVIRONMENT INSPECTION
The Chairman of this group submitted a report which highlighted the fact that we had achieved a good mark on this inspection. Reference was made to particular queries with regard to PIs being able to quantify or measure waste production and littering offences.
A discussion ensued regarding dog fouling and chewing gum and the frustration felt that these matters do not appear to improve any over the years.
RESOLVED:   That:
1.

Community Committee investigate the possibility of hiring a chewing gum cleaner and the provision of chewing gum bins; and


2.
a further report be submitted to this Committee on dog fouling. 

WHITE PAPER - IMPLICATIONS FOR SCRUTINY

The Chairman submitted a paper which summarised the references in the white paper for Overview and Scrutiny and the implications for future scrutiny. There were three general areas where the Government is proposing the powers of Overview and Scrutiny should be extended or developed.

1. Community call for action

2. Increased scrutiny of other public bodies

3. Scrutiny to be split into a strategic function and an area function

It was felt that this information should be brought to the attention of the Committee’s structure sub-group as it was probable that there would need to be new terms of reference for the Overview and Scrutiny Committees subject to the Government’s timetable for these changes. 
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RESOLVED:   That the report be noted.
The meeting closed at 8.08pm.
If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Olwen Heap, ext 4408
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