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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To update Members on the current situation in relation to possible formal action to remedy the untidy site of the former Village Hall.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions - To protect and enhance the environmental quality of our area.

· Community Objectives – Environmental excellence is referred to in the Community strategy and the need to ensure that prominent sites are not allowed to deteriorate to create a visual eyesore is relevant to this objective.

· Corporate Priorities - Effective enforcement and handling areas of environmental concern is part of the corporate priorities included in the Corporate Plan 2005-2008.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
In April 2007 planning permission was granted for two proposals to develop the site for affordable housing.  

1. 
3/2006/1009/P - Five residential units approved with conditions.

2.
3/2007/0083/P - 11 residential units approved with conditions 

3.
3/2007/0779  - 7 residential units - undetermined

3
ISSUES

3.1
Members may be aware that in April 2007 the Chipping Conservation Area was extended to include land on either side of the old Village Hall.  I am of the opinion that the derelict condition of these old buildings has an adverse impact on the setting of Chipping Conservation Area.  

3.2
It is evident that the site is now being marketed yet it remains in a poor condition.  In order to enhance the area I now consider it appropriate to take the necessary steps to secure the removal or renovation of the buildings.  

3.3
Requisition forms have been served and subsequently returned which enable the service of notices under Section 215 of the Town and Country (Planning) Act 1990 which would formally require certain mandatory remedial works and prescribe a timescale for their completion.  

3.4
The developer has given an undertaking that if a building programme is not in place by the 1 October 2007, then demolition works will commence on that date and the site will be levelled and tidied before 12 October 2007. 

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources – None.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – None.

· Political – None.

· Reputation – Effective and appropriate enforcement action is an important issue that would have a bearing on the reputation of the Council.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
Instruct the Director of Development Services to continue monitoring the site and if the buildings have not been removed by 12 October 2007 and the land tidied then to take appropriate enforcement action.

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

For further information please ask for Jeff Griffiths, extension 4501.

13090702 
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