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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To confirm the arrangements for the review of the statutory management plan for the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions – The matters considered in this report are relevant to the Council's ambitions to protect and enhance the existing environmental quality of our area.

· Community Objectives – To conserve our countryside, the natural beauty of the area and enhance our built environment.

· Corporate Priorities – That people feel their environment is healthier and cleaner.

· Other Considerations – None.

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
Members will be aware of the importance of the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and its significance in terms of the area it covers within the borough.  Under the Countryside and Rights of Way (CROW) Act 2000 a statutory duty was placed upon local authorities to prepare a management plan for AONBs in their area.  This duty has been carried out under the current Joint Advisory Committee arrangements which this authority is a member.  

3
MANAGEMENT PLAN REVIEW

3.1
In order to meet the requirements under the CROW Act, the previous non statutory management plan ‘The Action Plan 2000 – 2010’ was reviewed in response to the desire previously expressed by the local community that the management plans affecting the area should focus on project delivery rather than detailed strategic policy.  In view of the requirement to put in place a statutory management plan, the option created by the CROW Act to review an existing plan was seen as the most expedient way forward to ensure the projects were delivered in accordance with community needs. The current operational management plan – Achieving aspirations through partnership April 2004 – March 2009 is available to view on the AONB website at www.forestofbowland.com.  Printed copies are available for reference at Level D reception.

3.2
The management plan provides a policy framework and identifies a five year programme of actions to help guide the work of the AONB partnership in its role of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the Forest of Bowland landscape.  The plan is now being reviewed and as part of the administrative arrangements, all partner authorities have been asked to formally confirm that the review be delivered by the Forest of Bowland AONB unit – the co-ordinating mechanism from the Joint Advisory Committee. 

3.3
The AONB unit, based within the County Council provides the policy and management expertise through which the existing arrangements for managing the AONB and meeting the statutory requirements for the local authority partners are met.  This is still seen as the most appropriate means for providing a co-ordinated management approach and the continued role of the unit in carrying out the review should be supported. 

3.4
Further information on the detail of the review as it unfolds will be reported to Committee at the relevant consultation stages and the Council will also be able to contribute through its membership of the Joint Advisory Committee and the officer technical group.  

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources – None.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – The Council has a duty to ensure an up to date and effective management plan is in place.

· Political – None.

· Reputation – None.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
 Instruct the Director of Development Services to confirm that the Forest of Bowland Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty unit be authorised to deliver the review and the management plan in consultation with the Council and that the Committee is kept informed as the review progresses. 

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

BACKGROUND PAPERS

1
Forest of Bowland AONB Management Plan – April 2004 – March 2009.

2
AONB correspondence files. 

For further information please ask for Colin Hirst, ext 4503.
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