	MINUTE NUMBERS 627 - 628 



Minutes of Housing Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 20 January 2005 starting at 7pm

Present:


Councillor J Holgate (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Chief Executive, Director of Finance, Director of Community Services.

Also in attendance: Councillors J B Hill, M Ranson and S Sutcliffe.

616
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors I Brown, R Croasdale, H Douglas and N Walsh.

617
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 12 November 2004 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

618
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interest.

619
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

There was no public participation.

620
REVENUE BUDGET 2005/06

The Director of Finance submitted a report outlining the revised revenue budget for 2004/05 together with a draft revenue budget for 2005/06 for submission to the Policy and Finance Committee.  He reminded Members that this budget fell into two areas, the General Fund and the Housing Revenue Account, which must be kept separate.  He informed Members that the revised budget for 2004/05 relating to the General Fund services was £31,980 lower than the original estimate and he gave the main reasons for this decrease.  

The Director of Finance reminded Committee of his forecast for the draft revenue budget for 2005/06.  He also informed Committee that the tri-annual review of the superannuation fund was due and that the employers contribution would increase from the current 9.7% to 15.6% from 1 April 2005.  This would mean an eventual increase of £250,000 per annum to the Council's revenue budget.  However, this increase would be phased in over a three year period.

He then reminded Members of the Budget Working Group’s guidelines to Committees in respect of budgetary savings and additional spending requests and then made a number of suggestions whereby the savings could be made.

Following discussion it was 

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the General Fund budget for 2005/06 as amended by the Director of Finance be submitted to the Policy and Finance Committee for approval; 

2.
a 7.48% increase in rents be approved to give an average rent increase of £3.41 per week based on a 48 week year or £3.15 per week based on a 52 week year; 

3.
the extra items outlined in Annex 1 of the Director of Finance’s report be approved subject to them being financed from surplus on the Housing Revenue Account;

4.
the heating charges to sheltered accommodation be increased as set out in Annex 2 of the report; 

5.
the service charges to sheltered accommodation be increased as set out in Annex 3 to the report; 

6.
the other charges operated by this Committee as set out in Annex 4 to the report be increased as shown; and

7.
the Housing Revenue Account budget for 2005/06 be approved. 

621
REVISED CAPITAL PROGRAMME FOR 2004/05 AND PROPOSED PROGRAMME FOR 2005/10

The Director of Finance submitted a report asking Committee to approve the revised programme for the current year and also agree a future five year capital programme for this Committee.  Capital project evaluation sheets were submitted for each scheme so that Committee could see the progress made. 

RESOLVED:
That 

1.
the revised capital programme for 2004/05 be approved; 

2.
the future programme for 2005/10 be approved as set out in the report; and

3.
a report on the progress on spending for the council house improvement schemes 2004/05 be submitted to the next meeting of this Committee. 

622
DEVELOPMENT OF FORMER COUNCIL DEPOT SITE, KIRKMOOR ROAD, CLITHEROE 

The Chief Executive submitted a report referring to the meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee held on 16 November 2004 and requesting Committee to confirm, support and progress the actions which had been taken to develop the former council depot site at Kirkmoor Road, Clitheroe.  He informed the Members that a development brief for the site had been produced and sent to the following registered social landlords:

· Space Housing Association

· Harvest Housing Group Ltd

· St Vincent’s Housing Association Ltd

They had been requested to return written details of their proposals including architects’ drawings to this Council before the 26 January 2005.  This will then enable a tentative application to be made to the Housing Corporation for finance for 2005/2006 before the deadline of 31 January 2005.

The Chief Executive informed the Members that the development brief included the provision of a four bedroomed bungalow for severely physically and mentally impaired adults, which was originally planned to be developed at a site in George Street, Clitheroe adjacent to the Pendleton Brook Day Centre.

Councillor S Sutcliffe requested permission to speak on this item and this was granted.  He pointed out to Members that the results of a recent housing survey undertaken in Clitheroe showed that there was a greater need for affordable housing rather than elderly persons sheltered accommodation and he suggested that the Committee should be using the site for that purpose.  The Chief Executive reminded him of the reasons why the site was being considered for elderly sheltered accommodation. However, he assured Councillor Sutcliffe that he would discuss traffic  movements in the area with the County Surveyor and planning officers. The Chief Executive stated that if the restrictions relating to the site had now eased, he did not see any reason why the development brief could not be amended at a future date.  However, he emphasised that it was necessary to get a proposal to the Housing Corporation by the deadline of 31 January 2005.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
Committee confirm and support the production of the development brief for the site; 

2.
Committee approve the selection of Space Housing Association, Harvest Housing Group Ltd and St Vincent’s Housing Association to produce proposals for the development of the site; 

3.
the selection of a preferred scheme be delegated to the Director of Community Services in consultation with the Chairman, Vice Chairman, Shadow Chairman and Shadow Vice Chairman of the Housing Committee; and

4.
the Chief Executive be instructed to hold further discussions with the Lancashire County Council Surveyor and Planning Officers to discuss the development of the site.

623
HOUSING STOCK CONDITION SURVEY

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Committee of the progress made on commissioning a stock condition survey of the public sector stock.  

Three consultants had been contacted and it was likely to be the end of April 2005 before any survey was completed.  This delay would not unduly affect the Council's self imposed deadline of May 2005 or the Government deadline for making a decision of July 2005.

The three consultants who had been asked to tender were:

· Savills

· Michael Dyson Associates

· Rands 

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Community Services be noted and the decision on the awarding of the contract to the successful consultant be delegated to the Director of Community Services in conjunction with the Chair and Shadow Chair of Housing Committee.

624
MARKET TOWN ACTIONS PLANS

A recent report to Overview and Scrutiny (Resources) Committee was submitted for Committee’s information from the Policy Development Officer with regard to the market town action plans.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

625
HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY REPORT

The Director of Development Services submitted a report informing Committee that the various housing needs Parish surveys which had been undertaken throughout the borough and the proposed method of the release of the results.  He also submitted some guidance  notes which would be circulated with the results indicating what criteria the Council would apply in considering any subsequent planning applications.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Development Services be noted.  

626
GENERAL REPORT – DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report outlining the progress with the various schemes currently being undertaken.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

627
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED:
That by virtue of the fact that the next item of business being an Exempt Information Under Category 7 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

628
APPROVAL OF RENOVATION GRANTS AND DISABLED FACILITIES GRANTS

The Housing Manager submitted details of two renovation grants and seven disabled facilities grants which had been approved in accordance with the Council's improvement grant policy.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Community Services be noted.

The meeting closed at 9.02pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact David Morris (414400).
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