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1.
PURPOSE 


1.1
To inform Committee of current issues relating to indoor sports provision and sports development initiatives, which have arisen since the latest report.


1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:


Council Ambitions - The information reports relate to the Council’s ambitions to make peoples’ lives safer and healthier.

2.
COMMUNITY SAFETY PARTNERSHIP – STRATEGIC ASSESSMENTS

2.1
Strategic Assessments have been introduced to replace the old requirement for CRDP’s to produce audits.  The aim of strategic assessments is for all partners to come together to assess current performance and agree future priorities and actions.

2.2
The deadline for draft assessments is 12 September with final plans agreed in October.  A separate report on Ribble Valley’s strategic assessment will be brought to Committee in November.

3.
HEALTHY LIFESTYLES

3.1
Application for Walkers are Welcome Status


'Walkers are Welcome' is part of a national movement to raise the profile of great places to walk in Britain. The concept of the ‘\Nalkers are Welcome’ town is a new one, which a number of communities in Britain are pioneering, as a way of demonstrating that they have something special to offer walkers.


‘Walkers are Welcome’ town status is an exciting prospect for Clitheroe, recognising the area as a walkers' paradise. Achieving Walkers are Welcome status would have a positive impact on local business, tourism, health and community development and has the capacity to be rolled out across the Ribble Valley.


There are 6 key criteria to receiving ‘Walkers are Welcome’ status and raising the profile of walking and the many amenities Clitheroe has to offer walkers:

· By demonstrating local support for the concept.

· Formal endorsement by the Council for the application.

· Action to ensure rights of way are maintained in good condition.

· Adequate marketing of the 'Walkers are Welcome' status.

· Encouragement of walking using public transport.

· Demonstration of mechanisms in place to maintain the Walkers Welcome status.


An initial meeting is to be held on Tuesday, 25 September 2007 to discuss the formation of a steering group for the scheme.  It is envisaged the group will manage itself primarily on a voluntary basis with support 'in kind' from the Council.
4.
Sports Development
4.1
Lancashire Youth Games 2007


The Ribble Valley once again took a considerable party to Stanley Park, Blackpool as they battled against the dreadful weather conditions. The Youth Games are a culmination of hard work by the borough’s Sports Development unit, of the eleven sports that were held, the Ribble Valley submitted teams in seven of those. In total there were 85 young people who competed for the Ribble Valley as well as 19 team managers/assistants/volunteers as well as 4 RVBC staff bringing the borough representation to 104! The Ribble Valley won a gold medal as the borough’s Athletics team came out on top as the champions of Lancashire – the team came about through a partnership with the borough’s newly-established athletics club (RVAC).

In total, 335 children were engaged in activities leading up to the Lancashire Youth Games.

4.2
Kids Get Active 2007 


This Summer’s successful Summer Scheme has just been completed with hundreds of young people accessing Sporting activities which have been provided by the council’s Sports Development Unit. The core activity of the Summer was the Multi Sports sessions which took place over 6 weeks at Chipping, Ribchester, West Bradford, Whalley, Slaidburn and Simonstone. In total over 280 children attended the sessions as sports such as football, netball, basketball, tri-golf, rounders and kwik cricket were provided by the Sports Development staff. Sports-specific courses (in partnership with local community clubs) were also set-up in cricket and netball as well as a hugely successful Startrack Athletics scheme were over 30 children attended. A new initiative was also set up in the village of Downham were free tennis coaching was offered to local children using the tennis courts in Downham by the local community sportscoach.


A total of 397 children took part in the sporting activities offered this Summer despite the awful weather.

4.3
Summer Sport Activities

A wide variety of sporting activities were made available for young people between the ages of 12 and 16.  These included:

· alternative sports – Futsal, Street Hockey, Kabbadi, Dodgeball – six 1½ hour sessions over 50 young people attended;

· inter-village 5-a-side football – four villages entered, Waddington, West Bradford, Longridge, Rimington – 40 young people took part – Longridge were the winners;

· Ribble Valley Sports Club has continued to be successful all summer.  This runs every Friday evening alternating between Clitheroe and Longridge, with an average of 12 young people attending each session.

5.
TOURISM AND ARTS

5.1
The Society of American Travel Writers


The SATW are having their annual conference in Manchester in October and England’s North Country (ENC) have organised a variety of tours that the delegates can go on.  Many of these tours include visiting the Ribble Valley district and the tourism department, in partnership with Lancashire and Blackpool Tourist Board, have been co-ordinating the tour details. 


On Tuesday 9th there will be a Lancaster and Forest of Bowland tour, visiting the Forest of Bowland in the afternoon, including a tour of Stonyhurst College. There will also be a Cycling Experience tour, which consists of a one-day mountain biking tour in Gisburn Forest.  


Ribble Valley is also included in a taste tour and a walking tour, which are part of the longer 3-day tours covering Lancashire on the first day then on to Cumbria and Yorkshire. These will occur twice; before the convention and after: the Taste Tours taking place on Tuesday 2nd and Wednesday 10th and the walking tours on Monday 1st and Wednesday 10th.  

5.2
North West Food Lovers Festival at Stonyhurst College

This annual event was held on 11th and 12th August. The Ribble Valley Tourism Association, manned a Ribble Valley Tourism stand, assisted by Clitheroe Tourist Information Centre, at this increasingly popular event which now attracts thousands of visitors each year. It was a very successful tourism exhibition attracting many enquiries from visitors mostly coming to the event from outside the district.


This was the first year a tourism stand was arranged however, after some very positive comments and a large number of enquiries for the visitor guide and visitor information this will become part of the tourism promotional activity.  An official tourism exhibition at this event in the future will support the current work on the Ribble Valley Food Trail, tourism destination marketing and in the light that this event will become the districts major annual event (as the Royal Lancashire Show moves to another location in 2008). 

5.3
Current arts development projects in Ribble Valley

1.
Healthy Ageing Projects

Ribble Valley Borough Council Arts Development is working in Partnership with The Age Concern Healthy Ageing Project based in the Ribble Valley to deliver these taster workshops.  


The Project

Three professionally practicing artists are supplying a series of 5 workshops in their chosen art form. Jane Eagland is providing creative writing courses at Slaidburn Village Hall, Sarah McDade is providing Ceramic workshops at West Bradford Village Hall and Karen Alderson is delivering textile classes to a group at Waddington Village Club. The Classes will be for 2hrs per week over 5 weeks resulting in an exhibition in the education workshop at the Platform Gallery opening on the 20th of November.


The workshops are available to people over the age of 55 that live in the localities of where they are taking place. They are free as the Arts Council, with RVBC and Age Concern support, has funded them.   


The commissioning partners aims are below:

Ribble Valley Borough Council

Key related priorities are: to provide services for people where they live, improve access to services, support others in the provision of cultural services, to encourage education and lifelong learning, to work to enhance sport and leisure opportunities in the borough.


Age Concern

The mission of Age Concern is to promote the health and well-being of all older people and to help make later life a fulfilling and enjoyable experience. 


The workshops are running September to November and are already fully booked. We hope to extend this project in the future continuing to work with age concern. 

2.
Community Rose Garden and the Labyrinth

This project has been completed and the sign is due to be installed soon.

3.
Community Networking Event

In early November a community-networking event is due to be held at the St Mary’s centre for local arts organisations to gather and share ideas. Local artists and arts organisations will be able to hols stalls and attend arts council surgery sessions etc.


Date to be confirmed but it is thought to be Tuesday, 13th November 5‑7pm

4.
The Big Draw

A Big Draw event including adult and children’s workshops lead by professional artists, (willow weaving and still life drawing) is to be held at the Platform Gallery on Saturday 6th November, workshops are free but must be booked in advance.


This is part of national drawing month, organised by the national campaign for drawing. 

5.
The Ribble Valley Sculpture Trail (Brungerley Park)

Phase one


The final artists commission is due to be installed onto the swimming platform by the river this month and the Otter sculpture has been mended post vandalism in March. This will see the completion of phase one.


Phase two


We are set to release the brief for the next phase of Brungerley Park project in the next few months.


Brief below :-


Ribble Valley Borough Council wishes to commission an artist to create 6 pieces of work that highlight key entrances/gateways that lead into the Ribble Valley Sculpture Trail, which is situated in Brungerley Park and Crosshills Nature Reserve, Clitheroe.


This phase is due to be finished by March 2008.


Phase Three
 
Will see the installation of signs and leaflets for visitors to navigate the trail, it is due to be started in March 2008.

6.
John Smith’s Playing Fields


The new Orienteering course opened in May and since then we have held a training session for local Teachers and Community group leaders. The course has been well used. We have had some issues of vandalism but we are monitoring the situation.

7.
Panopticans Map

The Platform Gallery, Rose garden, Labyrinth and Castle are all featured in a Pennine Lancashire Panopticans map to be released at the Halo Launch on the 20th of September.

8. 
Creativity Works 


Ribble Valley arts department hopes to be able to hold the next creativity works award ceremony in May 2008. The creativity works awards are directed at people who work in creative business in East Lancashire and we are currently looking for suitable locations in the district. 

9.
Ludus Dance

Ludus dance continues to work weekly with Longridge Youth Service and St Cecilia’s High School in Longridge. This long-term project is now being match funded through the youth service.

10.
The Platform Gallery


A new exhibition is being launched at the Platform Gallery on Friday  7th September 2007 at 4.30pm – 7pm


‘Interface’ – crafts that embrace the digital age. This is a Devon Guild of Craftsmen Touring Exhibition. Innovative and progressive pieces of furniture, wood, jewellery, metal and ceramics will show how the interface of the computer shapes, enhances or governs the work.  

Exhibition runs until 27 October.


Interface related Events 


Students from Burnley collage, Uclan, MMU and Clitheroe Grammar have all been invited to attend talks by international Interface artists


Plus


The Art and Craft Guild of Lancashire


Work by selected makers promoting the best of contemporary craft within the region.  This exhibition showcases work by 11 members and includes textiles, ceramics, jewellery and wood.


Exhibition runs until 29 September
11.
Workshops

Summer workshops
 
We held 9 Children’s workshops with artist BIZI LIZI over the summer that were well attended and very successful.


Christmas workshops


We are planning on holding 5 adult workshops and 3 children’s workshops in the run up to Christmas ranging from jewellery making and textiles to children’s mask making.


Christmas exhibition


The Christmas exhibition Compilation will open on Friday the 2nd November and features work from 100 different craft makers. 

6
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

6.1
Note the contents of this report.
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

For further information, please contact Chris Hughes.  Tel: 01200 414479

Background papers: None
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