	MINUTE NUMBERS 651 - 654 



Minutes of Parish Councils’ Liaison Committee
Meeting Date:

Thursday, 27 January 2005 starting at 7.15pm

Present:


C Law (Chairman)

Councillors:


Parish Representatives

P Young


Balderstone

J Cradock


Bolton-by-Bowland, Gisburn Forest & Sawley

R Skoczen


Clayton-le-Dale

R Hargreaves


Clitheroe 

A Yearing


Clitheroe

F Robinson


Grindleton

S Hartley 


Hothersall

F Priest



Longridge

D Hicks


Longridge

A Dale



Mellor

A Mashiter


Read

D C King


Rimington & Middop

F Goss



Sabden

R Hirst



Simonstone

J Moorhouse


Simonstone

J Lawson


Slaidburn & Easington

D M Midgeley


Waddington

In attendance: Chief Executive, Street Scene Manager and District Partnership Officer from Lancashire County Council. 

646
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Borough Councillors J McGowan, M Robinson, C Warkman and from the following Parish Representatives:

B Dowles


Bolton-by-Bowland

G B Barnes


Bashall Eaves & Mitton

C Wood


Bashall Eaves & Mitton

M Birch


Chatburn

S Sturrock


Chatburn & Read

A Schofield


Clayton-le-Dale

G Braithwaite


Downham

F Priest



Longridge

N C Walsh


Mellor

K Jackson


Waddington

T Makinson


West Bradford


P Elms



Wiswell

647
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 18 November 2004 were approved as a correct record subject to the addition of Councillor H D Douglas to the attendance list and to the correction of Joan Moorhouse being listed for Simonstone Parish Council and not Salesbury.  The Chairman then signed the minutes.

648
MATTERS ARISING

a)
Minutes 521 Closure of BT Phone Boxes


The Chief Executive reported that he had written as requested to both British Telecom and Offcom but had not yet received a reply.  

b)
Minute 522a Read Parish Council – Highway Cleansing


The Chief Executive reported that he had spoken to the Divisional Surveyor about this matter.  

649
CORPORATE PLAN

The Chief Executive presented the final version of the Ribble Valley Borough Council Corporate Plan which would provide the strategic direction for the Council for the next three years.  He reminded Members that one of the areas which the Council had been told to improve on as part of the CPA regime, was performance management.  He commented that the number of priorities listed within the Plan had been reduced from 81 to 9 and he felt that this would provide a stronger focus for the Council.  

The Corporate Plan had been approved with some minor changes at Policy and Finance.  

Members sought clarification on some of the figures contained within the Plan and suggested that rather than phrase ‘non-priority areas’, it might be better to use the phrase ‘lesser priority areas’. 

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

650
CYCLING STRATEGY

The Street Scene Manager presented the consultation edition of the Council's Cycling Strategy which would go out to Parish Councils in due course seeking their views.  

Members asked questions about the law on cycling on pavements and on the level of support for the strategy.  It was recognised that in addition to providing healthy lifestyles, there was also a tourism element to provide safe cycling opportunities.   The District Partnership Officer informed Members that the Lancashire Cycle Way was a network of cycle paths in Lancashire with Whalley at the centre.  The Street Scene Manager also referred to two cycling events which were scheduled for the Ribble Valley which would provide a focus for the launch of the Cycling Strategy.  

RESOLVED:
That the report on the Cycling Strategy be welcomed. 

651
Parish PARTNERSHIP SCHEME AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT FUND

The Leader of the Council, Councillor John Hill, reminded Members about the purpose of the Community Enhancement Scheme which was aimed at Parish Councils and also about the Parish Partnership Scheme which was operated by Lancashire County Council.  He suggested that Parishes could use the two funds together to obtain match funding for minor village traffic schemes.  It was therefore very important that Parish Councils identified schemes before the 31 March 2005 or risk losing the money.  Members then discussed the types of minor traffic schemes which may qualify for grant.  

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted. 

652
LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP UPDATE

The Chief Executive circulated minutes of recent meetings of the Board and Steering Group of the Local Strategic Partnership.  He informed Members that the Board had a new Chair in Rupert Swarbrick from the Longridge Partnership.  Amongst issues discussed at the recent Board meeting, were the Elevate project, emergency planning, the Ribble Valley Community Strategy, access guidelines, future funding streams and the Lancashire Structure Plan website.  Items discussed at the Steering Group were mainly around funding applications and the Biodiversity Partnership.

653
MATTER BROUGHT FORWARD BY A Parish COUNCIL 

a)
Rimington & Middop


The Parish Clerk referred to the Freedom of Information Act and asked whether there was any training available for Parish Clerks.  The Chief Executive stated that he would invite the Director of Legal Services to attend the next meeting to speak on this subject.  

654
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The Chairman announced that the next meeting of this Committee would be held on Thursday, 24 March 2005 starting at 7.15pm.

The meeting closed at 8.35pm. 

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact Paul Timson (414403).
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D M Bailey


K Butler


H G Douglas


M Fielding


J B Hill


A G Pye


E M H Ranson


C Ross


G H Sowter


D Taylor
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