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1
PURPOSE

1.1
The purpose of this report is to 

i)
inform committee of the Constitution adopted by the County Council, which governs the Lancashire Local – Ribble Valley Joint Committee.  The Constitution can be found on the County Council website by using the following link.



http://www3.lancashire.gov.uk/council/meetings/committees/locals/LoadConstitution.asp?Action=Open&FileID=13

and

ii)
inform Committee of changes made to the Constitution in May 2007.

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities

· Council Ambitions - 
}

· Community Objectives - 
}

· Corporate Priorities -  
}

· Other Considerations - 
}

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
In November 2005 this Committee considered a consultation paper prepared by the County Council in relation to the proposal to create a Committee for each district area.  The Committees were to be comprised of County and District Members ‘in order to design and deliver local services in the particular area’.  This Committee broadly supported the proposal.

2.2
In February 2006 the County Council approved the Constitution to govern the arrangements for these Lancashire Local Committees.  

2.3
In May 2007 this Constitution was revised following a dispute relating to the political balance provisions.

2.4
At the annual meetings of this Council in 2006 and 2007 the Council allocated the four available seats on the Lancashire Local – Ribble Valley Committee having regard to the political balance provisions.  

2.5
A letter has been received by the Chief Executive in relation to the issue of political balance.  The letter is attached as Appendix 1 and sets out the nature of the dispute between Lancashire County Council and Hyndburn Borough Council, and the steps required by this authority to resolve the matter.

3
ISSUES

3.1
Although this Council has not to date formally agreed to operate in accordance with the requirements of the County Council's Constitution for Lancashire Local – Ribble Valley, the arrangements made by this Council have been based on applying the political balance provisions.  

3.2
In order to formalise the current arrangement, and to comply with the request made by the County Council in Appendix 1, this Council needs to note the adoption of the County Council's revised Constitution (May 2007) as the framework governing the involvement of this Council in the Lancashire Local Committee.  

3.3
The remit of the Policy and Finance Committee includes responsibility for ‘the Constitution and powers and duties of Committees’.  

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications

· Resources – N/A

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – N/A

· Political – N/A

· Reputation – N/A
5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE

5.1
Note the terms of the County Council's Constitution for Lancashire Local – Ribble Valley, in particular the May 2007 revision relating to political balance.

5.2
Acknowledge the Constitution as the framework governing the Borough Council's involvement in the joint Committee. 
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For further information please ask for Diane Rice

, extension 4418.
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DECISION





The Lancashire Local arrangement aims to gives the District Council more opportunities to ensure the functions carried out by the County Council meet local community aims and objectives.
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