	MINUTE NUMBERS 376



Minutes of Community Committee

Meeting Date:

Tuesday, 11 September 2007, starting at 7.00pm

Present:

Councillor R J Thompson (Chairman)

Councillors:


In attendance: Councillors J Holgate, J Hill and A Yearing.

Also in attendance: Director of Community Services, Street Scene Manager and Environmental Health Manager.

357
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence from the meeting were submitted on behalf of Councillors G Sowter, M Sutcliffe and J Waddington.

358
MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 17 July 2007 were approved as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.

359
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting.

360
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The Chairman welcomed two skateboarders who attended the meeting and requested the Committee not to approve the introduction of charges for use of the skate park at the Castle.  They pointed out that the introduction of charges would prohibit some children from visiting the skate park and in their view this would be unfair and not in the spirit of the reasons why the Council had introduced the park in the first place.  The Chairman thanked the skateboarders for their contribution.

361
CLITHEROE SKATE PARK

The Director of Community Services submitted a verbal report to the Committee regarding the present position relating to the skate park.  He referred to minute 47 of this Committee held on the 22 May 2007 and asked the Committee for a decision as to whether to change the Lease on the Clitheroe Skate Park to allow a small charge to be levied on the users.

He then referred to the presentation which had been made by Oasis at the Committee’s last meeting and Members were asked for their observations on the issue.  All the Members were of the opinion that the use of the skateboard at the Castle park should be free and that other means of subsidising the project should be found by the Oasis Group.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the Oasis organisation be informed that the Council are not prepared to change the Lease on the Clitheroe Skate Park to enable charges to be made for the use thereof but would be prepared to discuss with the organisation other methods of funding the project; and

2.
Councillor Robinson be appointed as the Council’s representative on the Clitheroe Skateboard Forum.

362
Extension of 3 Stream Collection and Recycling Service

Further to minute 196 of this Committee held on the 17 July 2007, the Director of Community Services submitted a progress report relating to the extension of the three stream wheeled bin waste collection and recycling services.  He also submitted a draft of the information pack which would be circulated to all households when the bins were delivered.  It was anticipated that the first phase of the introduction of the new system would commence in October 2007.  The final phase would be introduced in May 2008, by which time 97% of households in the Ribble Valley would be on the new system.  This exceeded the targets set in the 2007 Corporate Performance and Improvement Plan of 95%.

Letters were being sent out to all the properties in the Ribble Valley informing them of the Council’s proposals and the information that staff in the Council’s Contact Centre had about the service was being updated and amended.

Members questioned the Street Scene Manager regarding information contained in the information packs but he assured them that the information was based on tried and tested methods which had already been used by other authorities throughout the country.

RESOLVED:
That the actions taken so far to extend the three stream wheeled bin waste collection and recycling services be approved.

363
FUNDING REQUEST FROM ROEFIELD LEISURE CENTRE

Further to minute 46 of this Committee held on the 22 May 2007 the Director of Community Services informed the Committee that at a special meeting of the Policy and Finance Committee it had been agreed, in principal, to make a loan of £545,000 to the Roefield Leisure Centre in order to enable them to improve the facilities.  The loan would however be subject to a range of financial and service delivery conditions and the terms of these conditions had been delegated to the Director of Resources in consultation with the Vice Chairman of the Policy and Finance Committee and the Chairman of Community Committee.  The Chairmen had felt that although conditions had been delegated, he wished to take the opportunity to debate the service conditions at this Committee before putting forward the recommendations.  The Chairman then circulated a list of 8 service areas which he considered should be included as conditions in the loan to the Roefield Leisure Centre.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report of the Director of Community Services be noted; and

2.
the following service areas should be included as conditions of the loan made to the Roefield Leisure Centre:

· All holders of concessionary Freedom cards should pay the same concessionary rate as at other delivery venues.

· An agreed minimum number of hours per week use of activity space should be provided to enable the Council to deliver its health improvement, crime reduction and other sports development activities at a concession rate of 50% on the standard rate.

· A percentage of play scheme and coaching courses at a concessionary rate should be allocated and they should be filled by agreed target groups.

· Agreement should be reached that through the Crime Reduction Partnership, work with identified young people at risk of offending through the “Time Out” initiative must be agreed.

· Ensure that pricing of activities run in partnership with the Borough Council is agreed beforehand.

· Provide quarterly reports showing participation figures and how specific targets have been met.

· Make an annual presentation to the Community Committee presenting a 12 month work programme demonstrating how service conditions should be delivered.

· Payment of any revenue grant be conditional on achieving the above agreed outcomes.

364
AUTHORISATION OF POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS – FIXED PENALTIES

The Director of Development Services submitted a report informing Members that following considerable discussions with the Lancashire Constabulary, it had been agreed that as part of better partnership working and improving care for the local environment, Police Community Support Officers would extend their local involvement and role to issue Fixed Penalty notices for agreed anti-social offences on the Council’s behalf.  Under these arrangements the PCSO’s would issue FPN’s and provide evidence to the Local Authority who would then be entirely responsible for associated administration and following up non-compliance and prosecution where appropriate.  Following discussions with the Council’s Solicitor, the Committee were formally requested to authorise PCSO’s and other duly authorised employees of the Lancashire Constabulary to enforce the provisions of the legislation set out below:

Section 87 of the Environment Act 1995 Road Traffic (Vehicular Emissions) (Fixed Penalty) (England) Regulations 2002 – operating a vehicle engine when parked.

Section 87/Section 88(1) Environment Protection Act 1990 – Depositing Litter.

Section 43/Section 44 Anti Social Behaviour Act 2003 – Fly Posting and/or Other Graffiti.

Section 3/Section 4 Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996/Ribble Valley Borough Council Dogs (Fouling of Land) Designation Order 1998.

The above, as amended by the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 and any regulations made there under amending or replacing the same.

For completeness and clarity, the Committee were also asked to reconfirm authorisation of PCSO’s and other duly authorised officers of the Lancashire Constabulary for the purposes of the Health Act 2006, the Smokefree (Premises and Enforcement) Regulations 2006, Smokefree (Exemptions and Vehicles) Regulations 2007, Smokefree (Penalties and Discounted Amounts) Regulations 2007, Smokefree (Vehicle Operators and Penalty Notices) Regulations 2007, (Smokefree Signs) Regulations 2007 and the Merchant Shipping Act 1995 and Regulations made thereunder.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report of the Director of Development Services be noted; and 

2.
the Committee hereby authorise the Police Community Support Officers for enforcement purposes in connection with the legislation set out above and any Regulations made thereunder or amending or replacing the same.

365
CONSULTATION ON PRIVATE SEWERS TRANSFER – IMPLEMENTATION OPTIONS

The Director of Development Services submitted a report requesting Committee to consider and respond to a recent Department of Environment Food and Rural Affairs Consultation document on the proposed transfer of private sewers and lateral drains connected to the public sewerage works to Water and Sewerage Companies in England Wales.  The Director of Development Services also submitted a draft response for Committee’s consideration which he recommended should be sent to the Department of Environment Food and Rural Affairs as this Council’s observations on the proposal.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report of the Director of Development Services be noted; and

2.
the draft response set out as the Appendix to the report be submitted to the Department of Environment Food and Rural Affairs in response to the consultation document relating to the transfer of private sewers and lateral drains to water and sewage companies in England and Wales.

366
BADGER WELL WATER, SABDEN – CULVERT COLLAPSE

Further to minute 197 of this Committee held on the 17 July 2007, the Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Members that since the last meeting he had made further enquiries relating to the ownership of the area of land at the rear of 12 to 32 Wesley Street, Sabden, but had been unable to establish land ownership in this matter.  He had however applied to the Environment Agency for funding to cover the cost of the necessary culvert repair under their Flood Management Programme.  This was a national bidding programme under a five year plan and that the announcement of funding allocation would not be available until December.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report of the Director of Community Services be noted;

2.
the application for funding from the Environment Agency Flood Management Programme be confirmed; and

3.
in order to enable the work to be carried out as quickly as possible, the Policy and Finance Committee be requested to approve a supplementary estimate of £10,000 to carry out the works identified to reduce the risk of further flooding from Badger Well Water.

367
CALDERSTONES CONSULTATION

Further to minute 798 of this Committee held on 13 March 2007, the Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Members on the findings of the consultation exercise with residents of Calderstones on the provisions of children’s play facilities.  The findings of the questionnaire more or less mirrored the suggestions made by the Committee in March and officers therefore intended to proceed with such works within the £75,000 identified plus any external funding that could be identified.

One issue which Committee were requested to consider was the provision of litter and dog bins which had figured strongly in all the responses received.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report of the Director of Community Services be noted; and

2.
the officers in conjunction with residents and ward Councillors be authorised to prepare a detailed design scheme for the area concerned; and

3.
the request for additional waste and dog bins be taken into consideration when the detailed design phase was being drawn up.

368
ROSE GARDEN CAPITAL SCHEME

The Director of Community Services submitted a report reminding Members that they had agreed to a scheme to re-develop the old rose garden in the Castle grounds.  The scheme had involved a number of pupils from Ribblesdale Technology College and funding for the scheme had been received from various sources.  There was however a shortfall of £22,105 and the Committee were asked to meet this from spare capital resources within the overall five year capital budget.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report of Director of Community Services be noted; and

2.
the Policy and Finance Committee be requested to utilize spare capital resources to meet the shortfall of £22,105 on the Rose Garden Capital Scheme. 

369
RELOCATION OF GYMNASIUM TO LONGRIDGE CIVIC HALL

The Director of Community Services submitted a report informing Members on the progress regarding the transfer of the gym from Longridge High School to the Civic Hall.  An opportunity for this permanent relocation had arisen recently through the provision of a children’s centre at the Civic Hall, which allowed for the delivery of a joint project creating an extension to the rear of the building with a dedicated gym but sharing the entrance and reception area.  The estimated cost of the Council’s proportion of the scheme was £214,600 and there was currently £173,000 available within related projects.  The Policy and Finance Committee have been requested to include the project in the capital programme and cover the shortfall in funds.

As part of the proposal to move the gym, the Council had agreed to maintain its capital budget payments in respect of work at the Longridge High School.  Work had been carried out on the re-roofing of the Sports Hall and Director of Community Services requested Committee’s approval to bring forward the capital funding for this project from 2008/09 to 2007/08.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report of the Director of Community Services be noted; and

2.
that the Policy and Finance Committee be requested to bring forward the capital funding for the re-roofing of the sports hall at the Longridge High School to the current financial year. 

370
ALLOCATION OF COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT GRANTS

The Director of Development Services submitted a report informing Committee on the allocation of Community Enhancement Grants made available through the medium term financial strategy to community groups across the Ribble Valley not including Longridge.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Director of Development Services be noted.

371
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

The Director of Community Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included updates on the Community Safety Partnership, Healthy Lifestyles, Sports Development, Tourism and Arts.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

372
GENERAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

The Director of Development Services submitted a report for Committee’s information which included update on dog fouling prosecutions, the installation of new dog waste bins and the Environment Agency liaison meeting.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report be noted; and

2.
the Director of Development Services be requested to submit a list to the next meeting setting out the location of all the dog waste bins in the Council’s area.

373
REFERENCES FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY (SERVICES) COMMITTEE

(a)
Street Naming


The Committee considered a recommendation which had been received from the Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee relating to the Council’s policy of not allowing street names to be named after persons alive or dead.  It was pointed out that a working party had been formed to look into this matter but that no meetings had been held.

RESOLVED:
That

1.
the report from the Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee be noted; and

2.
a working group comprising Councillors Eccleston, Sayers and Rimmer and 1 Liberal Democrat be set up to consider the issues relating to street naming in the borough.

(b)
Chewing Gum


The Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee had considered the Community Committee’s decision to take no action regarding cleaning up chewing gum on the streets and have suggested that the matter should be looked at as part of the emerging street scene plan and a small number of dedicated chewing gum bins should be provided as part of a pilot scheme.  The Street Scene Manager informed the Members that at the present time his department was consulting with other authorities to ascertain what actions they were taking with regard to chewing gum on the streets.  A further report would be submitted to a future committee.

RESOLVED:
That the Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee be informed accordingly.

(c)
Tourism


The Committee considered a reference from the Overview and Scrutiny (Services) Committee regarding the provision of coach parking in Clitheroe and Longridge, the investigations regarding the Council and becoming accredited to ‘Walkers are Welcome’ and officers investigating the employment of a Heritage and Events Co-ordinator when the Castle re‑opened.  The Street Scene Manager explained that two dedicated places were available at the Clitheroe Interchange and that these were used intermittently by the coach operators visiting the areas.  Investigations were already being held regarding the Council becoming accredited to ‘Walkers are Welcome’ and officers would investigate the possibility of employing a Heritage Events Co-ordinator once the Castle re-opened.

RESOLVED:
That a further report be submitted to this Committee relating to the possible employment of a Heritage and Events Co-ordinator when the Castle re-opens.

374
PART II EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
That by nature of the next item of business being exempt information under Category 1, Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public be now excluded from the meeting.

375
THE RESIDUAL HIGHWAYS AGREEMENT

The Council’s Solicitor submitted a report informing Committee about the Residual Highways Agreement which had been concluded with the Lancashire County Council in may of 2007.  The report went on to explain some of the issues faced in negotiating this Agreement.

RESOLVED:
That the report of the Council’s Solicitor be noted.

376
RIBBLE VALLEY WASTE TRANSFER STATION

The Director of Community Services reminded Members that when the County Council had closed the Henthorn Landfill Tip, the Council had been involved in transferring refuse to Whinney Hill at Hyndburn.  The Lancashire County Council had originally agreed to pick up any additional costs that the Council might have but had now informed him that they only intended to pay 50% of additional cost.  This had been accepted by the Management Team.

RESOLVED:
That the report be noted.

The meeting closed at 9.03pm.

If you have any queries on these minutes please contact John Heap (414461).
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