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1
PURPOSE

1.1
To finalise allocation of three additional hackney places.  This matter was referred to Licensing Committee on 9 August 2007.  Committee resolved to issue three additional hackney vehicle plates but required further information in relation to the conditions to be attached to those plates and the manner in which the three additional plates were to be allocated to applicants.  

1.2
Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities:

· Council Ambitions - 
}





· Community Objectives - 
}

· Corporate Priorities -  
}

· Other Considerations - 
}

2
BACKGROUND

2.1
On 9 August 2007 Committee requested that a letter be sent to all those who had expressed an interest, requesting their views in relation to whether a condition requiring side or rear loading for wheelchairs would affect their expression of interest.  

2.2
A copy of the letter is attached as Appendix 1.  The letter was sent to 37 people and 14 replies were received within the time allowed.

2.3
Of those responding nine indicated that they wished to be considered for a hackney plate irrespective of whether the wheelchair accessible condition required rear or side entrance.

2.4
One individual was only interested in a vehicle which loaded from the side, two expressed a preference for vehicles which loaded from the rear and one individual expressed a first preference for a rear loading condition but was still interested if the vehicle was subject to a side loading condition.

2.5
There have also been some enquiries in relation to these vehicles from people who were not on the ‘Expression of Interest’ list.  

2.6
As Committee is aware the Council also has an outstanding application waiting to be determined requesting the grant of a hackney vehicle licence.  

3
ISSUES

3.1
The allocation of additional hackney vehicle licences is intended to increase facilities for wheelchair users within the Authority’s area.  The suggested vehicle specification brought to Committee in August (Vehicle Certification Authority) required that vehicles be accessed from the side.  The advantages to this arrangement are that passengers are not placed in the highway whilst they are being loaded into the vehicle.  

3.2
In addition, Committee must now consider what is the most appropriate method to allocate the plates eg simply by reference to the expression of interest list or by reference to personal circumstances or by dealing with applications as they are received.

4
RISK ASSESSMENT

4.1
The approval of this report may have the following implications
· Resources – N/A.

· Technical, Environmental and Legal – N/A.
· Political – N/A.

· Reputation – N/A.

5
RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE
5.1
 Determine that the additional hackney vehicles plates should be subject to a condition in relation to wheelchair accessibility that requires access from the side of the vehicle rather than the rear.

5.2
Determine that the additional hackney vehicle plates be allocated:

i)
to the individual who has already made an application; and thereafter

ii)
to those individuals who have been on the ‘Expression of Interest’ list for the longest period of time.

5.3
Determine that any person given an opportunity to licence a vehicle with one of the three plates to be allocated does so within 28 days of the offer being given to him and that thereafter the plate is offered to the next person on the list.

5.4
Determine that for the avoidance of doubt the same condition in relation to accessibility to be applied to the currently vacant plate No. 49.

LEGAL SERVICES MANAGER

For further information please ask for Diane Rice
, extension 4418.

(04100702)

DECISION





Licensed vehicles provide a useful form of transport, however consideration must also be given to the effect of increasing the available hackney provision on local residents etc.
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